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Formation Devotional 
June 12, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Lay your worries down to God and simply enjoy being with him. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in 

part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Lord, you are the God who saves me; day and night I cry out to you. May my prayer come before 

you; turn your ear to my cry. (Psalm 88:1-2) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son came not to be served but to serve: Bless all who, following in 

his steps, give themselves to the service of others; that with wisdom, patience, and courage, they may 

minister in his Name to the suffering, the friendless, and the needy—for the love of him who laid 

down his life for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP 260) 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 

1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 79 

How Long, O LORD? 

A Psalm of Asaph. 

O God, the nations have come into your inheritance; 

    they have defiled your holy temple; 
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    they have laid Jerusalem in ruins. 

2 They have given the bodies of your servants 

    to the birds of the heavens for food, 

    the flesh of your faithful to the beasts of the earth. 

3 They have poured out their blood like water 

    all around Jerusalem, 

    and there was no one to bury them. 

4 We have become a taunt to our neighbors, 

    mocked and derided by those around us. 

5 How long, O LORD? Will you be angry forever? 

    Will your jealousy burn like fire? 

6 Pour out your anger on the nations 

    that do not know you, 

and on the kingdoms 

    that do not call upon your name! 

7 For they have devoured Jacob 

    and laid waste his habitation. 

8 Do not remember against us our former iniquities;[a] 

    let your compassion come speedily to meet us, 

    for we are brought very low. 

9 Help us, O God of our salvation, 

    for the glory of your name; 

deliver us, and atone for our sins, 

    for your name's sake! 

10 Why should the nations say, 
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    “Where is their God?” 

Let the avenging of the outpoured blood of your servants 

    be known among the nations before our eyes! 

11 Let the groans of the prisoners come before you; 

    according to your great power, preserve those doomed to die! 

12 Return sevenfold into the lap of our neighbors 

    the taunts with which they have taunted you, O Lord! 

13 But we your people, the sheep of your pasture, 

    will give thanks to you forever; 

    from generation to generation we will recount your praise. 

Old Testament Reading 

Numbers describes the preparations the Jews undertook to enter the land that God promised them. 

They come to the border of that land and send in spies, who are overwhelmed by the obstacles they 

see and bring back a report that the Jews won’t survive there. God then forbids this generation of 

Jews to enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief, and forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness ensues. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Numbers 1 

A Census of Israel's Warriors 

The LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the tent of meeting, on the first day of the 

second month, in the second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt, saying, 2 “Take a 

census of all the congregation of the people of Israel, by clans, by fathers' houses, according to the 

number of names, every male, head by head. 3 From twenty years old and upward, all in Israel who 

are able to go to war, you and Aaron shall list them, company by company. 4 And there shall be with 

you a man from each tribe, each man being the head of the house of his fathers. 5 And these are the 

names of the men who shall assist you. From Reuben, Elizur the son of Shedeur; 6 from Simeon, 

Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai; 7 from Judah, Nahshon the son of Amminadab; 8 from Issachar, 

Nethanel the son of Zuar; 9 from Zebulun, Eliab the son of Helon; 10 from the sons of Joseph, from 

Ephraim, Elishama the son of Ammihud, and from Manasseh, Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur; 11 from 

Benjamin, Abidan the son of Gideoni; 12 from Dan, Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai; 13 from Asher, 
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Pagiel the son of Ochran; 14 from Gad, Eliasaph the son of Deuel; 15 from Naphtali, Ahira the son of 

Enan.” 16 These were the ones chosen from the congregation, the chiefs of their ancestral tribes, the 

heads of the clans of Israel. 

17 Moses and Aaron took these men who had been named, 18 and on the first day of the second month, 

they assembled the whole congregation together, who registered themselves by clans, by fathers' 

houses, according to the number of names from twenty years old and upward, head by head, 19 as the 

LORD commanded Moses. So he listed them in the wilderness of Sinai. 

20 The people of Reuben, Israel's firstborn, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers' houses, 

according to the number of names, head by head, every male from twenty years old and upward, all 

who were able to go to war: 21 those listed of the tribe of Reuben were 46,500. 

22 Of the people of Simeon, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers' houses, those of them who 

were listed, according to the number of names, head by head, every male from twenty years old and 

upward, all who were able to go to war: 23 those listed of the tribe of Simeon were 59,300. 

24 Of the people of Gad, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers' houses, according to the 

number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all who were able to go to war: 25 those 

listed of the tribe of Gad were 45,650. 

26 Of the people of Judah, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers' houses, according to the 

number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 27 those listed of 

the tribe of Judah were 74,600. 

28 Of the people of Issachar, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers' houses, according to the 

number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 29 those listed of 

the tribe of Issachar were 54,400. 

30 Of the people of Zebulun, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers' houses, according to the 

number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 31 those listed of 

the tribe of Zebulun were 57,400. 

32 Of the people of Joseph, namely, of the people of Ephraim, their generations, by their clans, by their 

fathers' houses, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man 

able to go to war: 33 those listed of the tribe of Ephraim were 40,500. 

34 Of the people of Manasseh, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers' houses, according to the 

number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 35 those listed of 

the tribe of Manasseh were 32,200. 

36 Of the people of Benjamin, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers' houses, according to the 

number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 37 those listed of 

the tribe of Benjamin were 35,400. 
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38 Of the people of Dan, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers' houses, according to the 

number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 39 those listed of 

the tribe of Dan were 62,700. 

40 Of the people of Asher, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers' houses, according to the 

number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 41 those listed of 

the tribe of Asher were 41,500. 

42 Of the people of Naphtali, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers' houses, according to the 

number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 43 those listed of 

the tribe of Naphtali were 53,400. 

44 These are those who were listed, whom Moses and Aaron listed with the help of the chiefs of Israel, 

twelve men, each representing his fathers' house. 45 So all those listed of the people of Israel, by their 

fathers' houses, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war in Israel— 46 all those 

listed were 603,550. 

Levites Exempted 

47 But the Levites were not listed along with them by their ancestral tribe. 48 For the LORD spoke to 

Moses, saying, 49 “Only the tribe of Levi you shall not list, and you shall not take a census of them 

among the people of Israel. 50 But appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of the testimony, and over all 

its furnishings, and over all that belongs to it. They are to carry the tabernacle and all its furnishings, 

and they shall take care of it and shall camp around the tabernacle. 51 When the tabernacle is to set out, 

the Levites shall take it down, and when the tabernacle is to be pitched, the Levites shall set it up. 

And if any outsider comes near, he shall be put to death. 52 The people of Israel shall pitch their tents 

by their companies, each man in his own camp and each man by his own standard. 53 But the Levites 

shall camp around the tabernacle of the testimony, so that there may be no wrath on the congregation 

of the people of Israel. And the Levites shall keep guard over the tabernacle of the testimony.” 54 Thus 

did the people of Israel; they did according to all that the LORD commanded Moses. 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Community 

• Thank God that he calls us, in a commitment-averse culture, to commit ourselves to loving 

and serving the communities he has placed us in. 

• Thank him for giving us the living water that satisfies our deepest needs. Thank him for 

actively softening the hearts of those who don’t yet believe. 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 

charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe 

the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. (BCP 70) 
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Benediction 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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