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Formation Devotional 
June 15, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you come before him this evening, rest in the assurance of his great love. Use this email as you are able, in 

whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be 

your shield and rampart. You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day. (Psalm 

91:4-5) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty God, you have so linked our lives one with another that all we do affects, for good or ill, all 

other lives: So guide us in the work we do, that we may do it not for self alone, but for the common 

good; and, as we seek a proper return for our own labor, make us mindful of the rightful aspirations 

of other workers, and arouse our concern for those who are out of work; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP 

261) 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 81 

Oh, That My People Would Listen to Me 

To the choirmaster: according to The Gittith.[a] Of Asaph. 

Sing aloud to God our strength; 
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    shout for joy to the God of Jacob! 

2 Raise a song; sound the tambourine, 

    the sweet lyre with the harp. 

3 Blow the trumpet at the new moon, 

    at the full moon, on our feast day. 

4 For it is a statute for Israel, 

    a rule[b] of the God of Jacob. 

5 He made it a decree in Joseph 

    when he went out over[c] the land of Egypt. 

I hear a language I had not known: 

6 “I relieved your[d] shoulder of the burden; 

    your hands were freed from the basket. 

7 In distress you called, and I delivered you; 

    I answered you in the secret place of thunder; 

    I tested you at the waters of Meribah. Selah 

8 Hear, O my people, while I admonish you! 

    O Israel, if you would but listen to me! 

9 There shall be no strange god among you; 

    you shall not bow down to a foreign god. 

10 I am the LORD your God, 

    who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. 

    Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. 

11 “But my people did not listen to my voice; 

    Israel would not submit to me. 

12 So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts, 
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    to follow their own counsels. 

13 Oh, that my people would listen to me, 

    that Israel would walk in my ways! 

14 I would soon subdue their enemies 

    and turn my hand against their foes. 

15 Those who hate the LORD would cringe toward him, 

    and their fate would last forever. 

16 But he would feed you[e] with the finest of the wheat, 

    and with honey from the rock I would satisfy you.” 

Old Testament Reading 

Numbers describes the preparations the Jews undertook to enter the land that God promised them. 

They come to the border of that land and send in spies, who are overwhelmed by the obstacles they 

see and bring back a report that the Jews won’t survive there. God then forbids this generation of 

Jews to enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief, and forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness ensues. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Numbers 2 

Arrangement of the Camp 

The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2 “The people of Israel shall camp each by his own 

standard, with the banners of their fathers' houses. They shall camp facing the tent of meeting on 

every side. 3 Those to camp on the east side toward the sunrise shall be of the standard of the camp of 

Judah by their companies, the chief of the people of Judah being Nahshon the son of Amminadab, 4 his 

company as listed being 74,600. 5 Those to camp next to him shall be the tribe of Issachar, the chief of 

the people of Issachar being Nethanel the son of Zuar, 6 his company as listed being 54,400. 7 Then the 

tribe of Zebulun, the chief of the people of Zebulun being Eliab the son of Helon, 8 his company as 

listed being 57,400. 9 All those listed of the camp of Judah, by their companies, were 186,400. They 

shall set out first on the march. 

10 “On the south side shall be the standard of the camp of Reuben by their companies, the chief of the 

people of Reuben being Elizur the son of Shedeur, 11 his company as listed being 46,500. 12 And those to 

camp next to him shall be the tribe of Simeon, the chief of the people of Simeon being Shelumiel the 
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son of Zurishaddai, 13 his company as listed being 59,300. 14 Then the tribe of Gad, the chief of the 

people of Gad being Eliasaph the son of Reuel, 15 his company as listed being 45,650. 16 All those listed 

of the camp of Reuben, by their companies, were 151,450. They shall set out second. 

17 “Then the tent of meeting shall set out, with the camp of the Levites in the midst of the camps; as 

they camp, so shall they set out, each in position, standard by standard. 

18 “On the west side shall be the standard of the camp of Ephraim by their companies, the chief of the 

people of Ephraim being Elishama the son of Ammihud, 19 his company as listed being 40,500. 20 And 

next to him shall be the tribe of Manasseh, the chief of the people of Manasseh being Gamaliel the son 

of Pedahzur, 21 his company as listed being 32,200. 22 Then the tribe of Benjamin, the chief of the people 

of Benjamin being Abidan the son of Gideoni, 23 his company as listed being 35,400. 24 All those listed of 

the camp of Ephraim, by their companies, were 108,100. They shall set out third on the march. 

25 “On the north side shall be the standard of the camp of Dan by their companies, the chief of the 

people of Dan being Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai, 26 his company as listed being 62,700. 27 And 

those to camp next to him shall be the tribe of Asher, the chief of the people of Asher being Pagiel the 

son of Ochran, 28 his company as listed being 41,500. 29 Then the tribe of Naphtali, the chief of the people 

of Naphtali being Ahira the son of Enan, 30 his company as listed being 53,400. 31 All those listed of the 

camp of Dan were 157,600. They shall set out last, standard by standard.” 

32 These are the people of Israel as listed by their fathers' houses. All those listed in the camps by their 

companies were 603,550. 33 But the Levites were not listed among the people of Israel, as the LORD 

commanded Moses. 

34 Thus did the people of Israel. According to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so they camped by 

their standards, and so they set out, each one in his clan, according to his fathers' house. 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Work / Calling 

• Think back to the stressful situation you prayed for this morning. What did you witness the 

Spirit doing today that you can thank him for? 

• Praise God that the same power that raised Christ from the dead is active today in the difficult 

situations you may encounter in your work. 

• Thank God for his Holy Spirit, who guides us through our workday, remembering that in 

Christ we are always in his hand and ever walking under his smile. 

O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy 

world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in your mercy grant us a 

safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen. (BCP 833) 
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Benediction 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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