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Formation Devotional 
June 15, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

In Ordinary Time we situate our ordinary lives within the story of Jesus as the place where God’s kingdom 

advances today. In the work we do, places we live and people we love, we join him in renewing all things. 

Call to Prayer 

 

The whole earth is filled with awe at your wonders; where morning dawns, where evening fades, you 

call forth songs of joy. (Psalm 65:8) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ in his earthly life shared our toil and hallowed our labor: Be 

present with your people where they work; make those who carry on the industries and commerce of 

this land responsive to your will; and give to us all a pride in what we do, and a just return for our 

labor; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. (BCP 208) 

Confession of Sin 

Gracious Father, we confess that we have longed too much for the comforts and treasures of this 

world rather than for your enduring Kingdom. We have loved the gifts more than the Giver. In your 

mercy, help us to see that the things we strive for are shadows, but you are the substance; that they 

are quicksand, but you are a mighty rock; that they are shifting, but you are an anchor. Thank you for 

forgiving us through the riches of Christ and freeing us to live a new life, faithfully devoted to him. In 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, 

passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. But when the goodness 

and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in 

righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the 

Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified 

by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”  (Titus 3:3-7) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 80 

Restore Us, O God 

To the choirmaster: according to Lilies. A Testimony. Of Asaph, a Psalm. 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 

    you who lead Joseph like a flock. 

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 

2     Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, 

stir up your might 

    and come to save us! 

3 Restore us,[a] O God; 

    let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

4 O LORD God of hosts, 

    how long will you be angry with your people's prayers? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears 

    and given them tears to drink in full measure. 

6 You make us an object of contention for our neighbors, 

    and our enemies laugh among themselves. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 

    let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

8 You brought a vine out of Egypt; 

    you drove out the nations and planted it. 

9 You cleared the ground for it; 

    it took deep root and filled the land. 

10 The mountains were covered with its shade, 

    the mighty cedars with its branches. 

http://www.ccotc.org/
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11 It sent out its branches to the sea 

    and its shoots to the River.[b] 

12 Why then have you broken down its walls, 

    so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit? 

13 The boar from the forest ravages it, 

    and all that move in the field feed on it. 

14 Turn again, O God of hosts! 

    Look down from heaven, and see; 

have regard for this vine, 

15     the stock that your right hand planted, 

    and for the son whom you made strong for yourself. 

16 They have burned it with fire; they have cut it down; 

    may they perish at the rebuke of your face! 

17 But let your hand be on the man of your right hand, 

    the son of man whom you have made strong for yourself! 

18 Then we shall not turn back from you; 

    give us life, and we will call upon your name! 

19 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts! 

    Let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
Romans—The most systematic of Paul’s epistles. This letter explains the plan of salvation for the 

Gentiles and the Jews. The Apostle Paul wrote it roughly about 56-57 A.D. Paul wrote the letter to the 

believers in Rome, hence the name “Romans”. He wrote it to give them a concrete theological 

foundation on which to construct their faith and to live for and serve God effectively. The Book of 

Romans is primarily a work of doctrine and can be divided into four sections: righteousness needed, 

http://www.ccotc.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps+80&version=ESV#fen-ESV-15210b
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1:18–3:20; righteousness provided, 3:21–8:39; righteousness vindicated, 9:1–11:36; righteousness 

practiced, 12:1–15:13. The main theme of this letter is obvious of course—righteousness. 

Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Romans 3 

God's Righteousness Upheld 

Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision? 2 Much in every way. To 

begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God. 3 What if some were unfaithful? Does 

their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God? 4 By no means! Let God be true though every one 

were a liar, as it is written, 

“That you may be justified in your words, 

    and prevail when you are judged.” 

5 But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, what shall we say? That God is 

unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak in a human way.) 6 By no means! For then how could God 

judge the world? 7 But if through my lie God's truth abounds to his glory, why am I still being 

condemned as a sinner? 8 And why not do evil that good may come?—as some people slanderously 

charge us with saying. Their condemnation is just. 

No One Is Righteous 

9 What then? Are we Jews[a] any better off?[b] No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both 

Jews and Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is written: 

“None is righteous, no, not one; 

11     no one understands; 

    no one seeks for God. 

12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; 

    no one does good, 

    not even one.” 

13 “Their throat is an open grave; 

    they use their tongues to deceive.” 

“The venom of asps is under their lips.” 

http://www.ccotc.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom+3&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27985a
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14     “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” 

15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 

16     in their paths are ruin and misery, 

17 and the way of peace they have not known.” 

18     “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every 

mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For by works of the 

law no human being[c] will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

The Righteousness of God Through Faith 

21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 

Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 

believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are 

justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward 

as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because 

in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the 

present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but 

by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 29 Or is God 

the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30 since God is one—

who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 31 Do we then 

overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Work / Calling 

• What is especially stressful at work right now? Lament before God, giving words to your 

frustration, fear, discouragement. 

• Confess the ways you failed to “speak the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15) in those hard 

situations. If you’ve been fearful, ask for courage to speak. If you’ve been harsh, ask for love. 

• Ask God to give you eyes to see how the Spirit is at work in those seemingly hopeless 

situations, empowering you to be an agent of renewal in your workplace. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

http://www.ccotc.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom+3&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27996c
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Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 

http://www.ccotc.org/

