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Formation Devotional 
June 16, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Come into this time just as you are, like a child who runs to his father’s arms. Use this email as you are able, in 

whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; establish the work of our hands for us—yes, establish 

the work of our hands. (Psalm 90:17) 

Opening Prayer 

 
O heavenly Father, who has filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to behold your gracious 

hand in all your works; that, rejoicing in your whole creation, we may learn to serve you with 

gladness; for the sake of him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. (BCP 814) 

Prayer of Examine 

 

Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 83 

O God, Do Not Keep Silence 

A Song. A Psalm of Asaph. 

O God, do not keep silence; 

    do not hold your peace or be still, O God! 
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2 For behold, your enemies make an uproar; 

    those who hate you have raised their heads. 

3 They lay crafty plans against your people; 

    they consult together against your treasured ones. 

4 They say, “Come, let us wipe them out as a nation; 

    let the name of Israel be remembered no more!” 

5 For they conspire with one accord; 

    against you they make a covenant— 

6 the tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites, 

    Moab and the Hagrites, 

7 Gebal and Ammon and Amalek, 

    Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre; 

8 Asshur also has joined them; 

    they are the strong arm of the children of Lot. Selah 

9 Do to them as you did to Midian, 

    as to Sisera and Jabin at the river Kishon, 

10 who were destroyed at En-dor, 

    who became dung for the ground. 

11 Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb, 

    all their princes like Zebah and Zalmunna, 

12 who said, “Let us take possession for ourselves 

    of the pastures of God.” 

13 O my God, make them like whirling dust,[a] 

    like chaff before the wind. 

14 As fire consumes the forest, 
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    as the flame sets the mountains ablaze, 

15 so may you pursue them with your tempest 

    and terrify them with your hurricane! 

16 Fill their faces with shame, 

    that they may seek your name, O LORD. 

17 Let them be put to shame and dismayed forever; 

    let them perish in disgrace, 

18 that they may know that you alone, 

    whose name is the LORD, 

    are the Most High over all the earth. 

 

Old Testament Reading 

Numbers describes the preparations the Jews undertook to enter the land that God promised them. 

They come to the border of that land and send in spies, who are overwhelmed by the obstacles they 

see and bring back a report that the Jews won’t survive there. God then forbids this generation of 

Jews to enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief, and forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness ensues. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Numbers 3 

The Sons of Aaron 

These are the generations of Aaron and Moses at the time when the LORD spoke with Moses on 

Mount Sinai. 2 These are the names of the sons of Aaron: Nadab the firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar, and 

Ithamar. 3 These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the anointed priests, whom he ordained to serve 

as priests. 4 But Nadab and Abihu died before the LORD when they offered unauthorized fire before 

the LORD in the wilderness of Sinai, and they had no children. So Eleazar and Ithamar served as 

priests in the lifetime of Aaron their father. 

Duties of the Levites 
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5 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 6 “Bring the tribe of Levi near, and set them before Aaron the 

priest, that they may minister to him. 7 They shall keep guard over him and over the whole 

congregation before the tent of meeting, as they minister at the tabernacle. 8 They shall guard all the 

furnishings of the tent of meeting, and keep guard over the people of Israel as they minister at the 

tabernacle. 9 And you shall give the Levites to Aaron and his sons; they are wholly given to him from 

among the people of Israel. 10 And you shall appoint Aaron and his sons, and they shall guard their 

priesthood. But if any outsider comes near, he shall be put to death.” 

11 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 12 “Behold, I have taken the Levites from among the people of 

Israel instead of every firstborn who opens the womb among the people of Israel. The Levites shall be 

mine, 13 for all the firstborn are mine. On the day that I struck down all the firstborn in the land of 

Egypt, I consecrated for my own all the firstborn in Israel, both of man and of beast. They shall be 

mine: I am the LORD.” 

14 And the LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, saying, 15 “List the sons of Levi, by fathers' 

houses and by clans; every male from a month old and upward you shall list.” 16 So Moses listed them 

according to the word of the LORD, as he was commanded. 17 And these were the sons of Levi by their 

names: Gershon and Kohath and Merari. 18 And these are the names of the sons of Gershon by their 

clans: Libni and Shimei. 19 And the sons of Kohath by their clans: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 20 

And the sons of Merari by their clans: Mahli and Mushi. These are the clans of the Levites, by their 

fathers' houses. 

21 To Gershon belonged the clan of the Libnites and the clan of the Shimeites; these were the clans of 

the Gershonites. 22 Their listing according to the number of all the males from a month old and upward 

was[a] 7,500. 23 The clans of the Gershonites were to camp behind the tabernacle on the west, 24 with 

Eliasaph, the son of Lael as chief of the fathers' house of the Gershonites. 25 And the guard duty of the 

sons of Gershon in the tent of meeting involved the tabernacle, the tent with its covering, the screen 

for the entrance of the tent of meeting, 26 the hangings of the court, the screen for the door of the court 

that is around the tabernacle and the altar, and its cords—all the service connected with these. 

27 To Kohath belonged the clan of the Amramites and the clan of the Izharites and the clan of the 

Hebronites and the clan of the Uzzielites; these are the clans of the Kohathites. 28 According to the 

number of all the males, from a month old and upward, there were 8,600, keeping guard over the 

sanctuary. 29 The clans of the sons of Kohath were to camp on the south side of the tabernacle, 30 with 

Elizaphan the son of Uzziel as chief of the fathers' house of the clans of the Kohathites. 31 And their 

guard duty involved the ark, the table, the lampstand, the altars, the vessels of the sanctuary with 

which the priests minister, and the screen; all the service connected with these. 32 And Eleazar the son 

of Aaron the priest was to be chief over the chiefs of the Levites, and to have oversight of those who 

kept guard over the sanctuary. 

33 To Merari belonged the clan of the Mahlites and the clan of the Mushites: these are the clans of 

Merari. 34 Their listing according to the number of all the males from a month old and upward was 

6,200. 35 And the chief of the fathers' house of the clans of Merari was Zuriel the son of Abihail. They 

were to camp on the north side of the tabernacle. 36 And the appointed guard duty of the sons of 

Merari involved the frames of the tabernacle, the bars, the pillars, the bases, and all their accessories; 
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all the service connected with these; 37 also the pillars around the court, with their bases and pegs and 

cords. 

38 Those who were to camp before the tabernacle on the east, before the tent of meeting toward the 

sunrise, were Moses and Aaron and his sons, guarding the sanctuary itself, to protect[b] the people of 

Israel. And any outsider who came near was to be put to death. 39 All those listed among the Levites, 

whom Moses and Aaron listed at the commandment of the LORD, by clans, all the males from a 

month old and upward, were 22,000. 

Redemption of the Firstborn 

40 And the LORD said to Moses, “List all the firstborn males of the people of Israel, from a month old 

and upward, taking the number of their names. 41 And you shall take the Levites for me—I am the 

LORD—instead of all the firstborn among the people of Israel, and the cattle of the Levites instead of 

all the firstborn among the cattle of the people of Israel.” 42 So Moses listed all the firstborn among the 

people of Israel, as the LORD commanded him. 43 And all the firstborn males, according to the number 

of names, from a month old and upward as listed were 22,273. 

44 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 45 “Take the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the 

people of Israel, and the cattle of the Levites instead of their cattle. The Levites shall be mine: I am the 

LORD. 46 And as the redemption price for the 273 of the firstborn of the people of Israel, over and above 

the number of the male Levites, 47 you shall take five shekels[c] per head; you shall take them according 

to the shekel of the sanctuary (the shekel of twenty gerahs[d]), 48 and give the money to Aaron and his 

sons as the redemption price for those who are over.” 49 So Moses took the redemption money from 

those who were over and above those redeemed by the Levites. 50 From the firstborn of the people of 

Israel he took the money, 1,365 shekels, by the shekel of the sanctuary. 51 And Moses gave the 

redemption money to Aaron and his sons, according to the word of the LORD, as the LORD 

commanded Moses. 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Gospel Identity 

• Thank God for giving us his only son, so that we may have the living hope found only in Jesus 

Christ. 

• Praise him that he is a missional God who sends us out to love the world, our community, and 

our neighborhoods. 

O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy 

world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in your mercy grant us a 

safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen. (BCP 833) 
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Benediction 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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