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Formation Devotional 
June 16, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you read and pray this morning, remember you are in God’s presence. Trust in the Holy Spirit to guide you 

and direct your thoughts. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your 

righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. Then you will 

call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. (Isaiah 58:8-9) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Most loving Father, whose will it is for us to give thanks for all things, to fear nothing but the loss of 

you, and to cast all our care on you who care for us: Preserve us from faithless fears and worldly 

anxieties, that no clouds of this mortal life may hide from us the light of that love which is immortal, 

and which you have manifested to us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. (BCP 216) 

Confession of Sin 

Gracious Father, we confess that we have longed too much for the comforts and treasures of this 

world rather than for your enduring Kingdom. We have loved the gifts more than the Giver. In your 

mercy, help us to see that the things we strive for are shadows, but you are the substance; that they 

are quicksand, but you are a mighty rock; that they are shifting, but you are an anchor. Thank you for 

forgiving us through the riches of Christ and freeing us to live a new life, faithfully devoted to him. In 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, 

passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. But when the goodness 

and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in 

righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the 

Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified 

by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”  (Titus 3:3-7) 
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Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 82 

Rescue the Weak and Needy 

A Psalm of Asaph. 

God has taken his place in the divine council; 

    in the midst of the gods he holds judgment: 

2 “How long will you judge unjustly 

    and show partiality to the wicked? Selah 

3 Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; 

    maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute. 

4 Rescue the weak and the needy; 

    deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” 

5 They have neither knowledge nor understanding, 

    they walk about in darkness; 

    all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

6 I said, “You are gods, 

    sons of the Most High, all of you; 

7 nevertheless, like men you shall die, 

    and fall like any prince.”[a] 

8 Arise, O God, judge the earth; 

    for you shall inherit all the nations! 

 

 

http://www.ccotc.org/
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New Testament Reading 

 
Romans—The most systematic of Paul’s epistles. This letter explains the plan of salvation for the 

Gentiles and the Jews. The Apostle Paul wrote it roughly about 56-57 A.D. Paul wrote the letter to the 

believers in Rome, hence the name “Romans”. He wrote it to give them a concrete theological 

foundation on which to construct their faith and to live for and serve God effectively. The Book of 

Romans is primarily a work of doctrine and can be divided into four sections: righteousness needed, 

1:18–3:20; righteousness provided, 3:21–8:39; righteousness vindicated, 9:1–11:36; righteousness 

practiced, 12:1–15:13. The main theme of this letter is obvious of course—righteousness. 

Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Romans 4 

Abraham Justified by Faith 

What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 2 For if 

Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does 

the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to the 

one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5 And to the one who does not work 

but believes in[a] him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6 just as David 

also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 

7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 

    and whose sins are covered; 

8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” 

9 Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? For we say that faith was 

counted to Abraham as righteousness. 10 How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after he 

had been circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised. 11 He received the sign of 

circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The 

purpose was to make him the father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that 

righteousness would be counted to them as well, 12 and to make him the father of the circumcised who 

are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham 

had before he was circumcised. 

The Promise Realized Through Faith 

13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come 

through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to 

be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law 

there is no transgression. 

http://www.ccotc.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom+4&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28012a
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16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all 

his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of 

Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—

in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the 

things that do not exist. 18 In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many 

nations, as he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith when he 

considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or 

when he considered the barrenness[b] of Sarah's womb. 20 No unbelief made him waver concerning the 

promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 fully convinced that God 

was able to do what he had promised. 22 That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” 23 

But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will 

be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was delivered 

up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Gospel Identity 

• Pray that Christians at Christ Covenant would be formed more and more into Christ's image 

through the practices of devotion, worship, accountability, hospitality, and rest. 

• Pray that God would make you ready to share the reason for your hope within with those 

around you. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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