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Formation Devotional 
June 17, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Cling to Jesus and rest in him this evening, knowing that the Father sees you and loves you like his only Son. 

Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

I keep my eyes always on the Lord. With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Therefore my 

heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure. (Psalm 16:8-9) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty and everlasting God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this 

church family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the repentant. Grant us all 

things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy 

Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 817) 

Prayer of Examine 

 

Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 85 

Revive Us Again 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. 

LORD, you were favorable to your land; 

    you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

2 You forgave the iniquity of your people; 
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    you covered all their sin. Selah 

3 You withdrew all your wrath; 

    you turned from your hot anger. 

4 Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 

    and put away your indignation toward us! 

5 Will you be angry with us forever? 

    Will you prolong your anger to all generations? 

6 Will you not revive us again, 

    that your people may rejoice in you? 

7 Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, 

    and grant us your salvation. 

8 Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 

    for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 

    but let them not turn back to folly. 

9 Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 

    that glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 

    righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

11 Faithfulness springs up from the ground, 

    and righteousness looks down from the sky. 

12 Yes, the LORD will give what is good, 

    and our land will yield its increase. 

13 Righteousness will go before him 

    and make his footsteps a way. 
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Old Testament Reading 

Numbers describes the preparations the Jews undertook to enter the land that God promised them. 

They come to the border of that land and send in spies, who are overwhelmed by the obstacles they 

see and bring back a report that the Jews won’t survive there. God then forbids this generation of 

Jews to enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief, and forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness ensues. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Numbers 4 

Duties of the Kohathites, Gershonites, and Merarites 

The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2 “Take a census of the sons of Kohath from among the 

sons of Levi, by their clans and their fathers' houses, 3 from thirty years old up to fifty years old, all 

who can come on duty, to do the work in the tent of meeting. 4 This is the service of the sons of Kohath 

in the tent of meeting: the most holy things. 5 When the camp is to set out, Aaron and his sons shall go 

in and take down the veil of the screen and cover the ark of the testimony with it. 6 Then they shall put 

on it a covering of goatskin[a] and spread on top of that a cloth all of blue, and shall put in its poles. 7 

And over the table of the bread of the Presence they shall spread a cloth of blue and put on it the 

plates, the dishes for incense, the bowls, and the flagons for the drink offering; the regular showbread 

also shall be on it. 8 Then they shall spread over them a cloth of scarlet and cover the same with a 

covering of goatskin, and shall put in its poles. 9 And they shall take a cloth of blue and cover the 

lampstand for the light, with its lamps, its tongs, its trays, and all the vessels for oil with which it is 

supplied. 10 And they shall put it with all its utensils in a covering of goatskin and put it on the 

carrying frame. 11 And over the golden altar they shall spread a cloth of blue and cover it with a 

covering of goatskin, and shall put in its poles. 12 And they shall take all the vessels of the service that 

are used in the sanctuary and put them in a cloth of blue and cover them with a covering of goatskin 

and put them on the carrying frame. 13 And they shall take away the ashes from the altar and spread a 

purple cloth over it. 14 And they shall put on it all the utensils of the altar, which are used for the 

service there, the fire pans, the forks, the shovels, and the basins, all the utensils of the altar; and they 

shall spread on it a covering of goatskin, and shall put in its poles. 15 And when Aaron and his sons 

have finished covering the sanctuary and all the furnishings of the sanctuary, as the camp sets out, 

after that the sons of Kohath shall come to carry these, but they must not touch the holy things, lest 

they die. These are the things of the tent of meeting that the sons of Kohath are to carry. 

16 “And Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest shall have charge of the oil for the light, the fragrant 

incense, the regular grain offering, and the anointing oil, with the oversight of the whole tabernacle 

and all that is in it, of the sanctuary and its vessels.” 

17 The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 18 “Let not the tribe of the clans of the Kohathites be 

destroyed from among the Levites, 19 but deal thus with them, that they may live and not die when 

they come near to the most holy things: Aaron and his sons shall go in and appoint them each to his 
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task and to his burden, 20 but they shall not go in to look on the holy things even for a moment, lest 

they die.” 

21 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 22 “Take a census of the sons of Gershon also, by their fathers' 

houses and by their clans. 23 From thirty years old up to fifty years old, you shall list them, all who can 

come to do duty, to do service in the tent of meeting. 24 This is the service of the clans of the 

Gershonites, in serving and bearing burdens: 25 they shall carry the curtains of the tabernacle and the 

tent of meeting with its covering and the covering of goatskin that is on top of it and the screen for the 

entrance of the tent of meeting 26 and the hangings of the court and the screen for the entrance of the 

gate of the court that is around the tabernacle and the altar, and their cords and all the equipment for 

their service. And they shall do all that needs to be done with regard to them. 27 All the service of the 

sons of the Gershonites shall be at the command of Aaron and his sons, in all that they are to carry 

and in all that they have to do. And you shall assign to their charge all that they are to carry. 28 This is 

the service of the clans of the sons of the Gershonites in the tent of meeting, and their guard duty is to 

be under the direction of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest. 

29 “As for the sons of Merari, you shall list them by their clans and their fathers' houses. 30 From thirty 

years old up to fifty years old, you shall list them, everyone who can come on duty, to do the service 

of the tent of meeting. 31 And this is what they are charged to carry, as the whole of their service in the 

tent of meeting: the frames of the tabernacle, with its bars, pillars, and bases, 32 and the pillars around 

the court with their bases, pegs, and cords, with all their equipment and all their accessories. And you 

shall list by name the objects that they are required to carry. 33 This is the service of the clans of the 

sons of Merari, the whole of their service in the tent of meeting, under the direction of Ithamar the son 

of Aaron the priest.” 

34 And Moses and Aaron and the chiefs of the congregation listed the sons of the Kohathites, by their 

clans and their fathers' houses, 35 from thirty years old up to fifty years old, everyone who could come 

on duty, for service in the tent of meeting; 36 and those listed by clans were 2,750. 37 This was the list of 

the clans of the Kohathites, all who served in the tent of meeting, whom Moses and Aaron listed 

according to the commandment of the LORD by Moses. 

38 Those listed of the sons of Gershon, by their clans and their fathers' houses, 39 from thirty years old up 

to fifty years old, everyone who could come on duty for service in the tent of meeting— 40 those listed 

by their clans and their fathers' houses were 2,630. 41 This was the list of the clans of the sons of 

Gershon, all who served in the tent of meeting, whom Moses and Aaron listed according to the 

commandment of the LORD. 

42 Those listed of the clans of the sons of Merari, by their clans and their fathers' houses, 43 from thirty 

years old up to fifty years old, everyone who could come on duty, for service in the tent of meeting— 
44 those listed by clans were 3,200. 45 This was the list of the clans of the sons of Merari, whom Moses 

and Aaron listed according to the commandment of the LORD by Moses. 

46 All those who were listed of the Levites, whom Moses and Aaron and the chiefs of Israel listed, by 

their clans and their fathers' houses, 47 from thirty years old up to fifty years old, everyone who could 

come to do the service of ministry and the service of bearing burdens in the tent of meeting, 48 those 

listed were 8,580. 49 According to the commandment of the LORD through Moses they were listed, each 
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one with his task of serving or carrying. Thus they were listed by him, as the LORD commanded 

Moses. 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Church Community 

• Thank God for the lay leaders in our church, for those who lead and support Growth Groups 

so that people can experience Jesus in a transformative way. 

• Thank God for building his one true church so Christians can walk alongside each other 

during times of joy and suffering. 

• Thank God for making us in his image and uniquely gifting each of us for different ministries. 

Thank him for the spiritual gifts he has endowed you to serve him and others. 

O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy 

world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in your mercy grant us a 

safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen. (BCP 833) 

Benediction 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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