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Formation Devotional 
June 18, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Take a moment to slow down and turn your thoughts to God. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 
Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of 

the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” (Psalm 91:1-2) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Look with mercy, O God our Father, on all whose increasing years bring them weakness, distress, or 

isolation. Provide for them homes of dignity and peace; give them understanding helpers, and the 

willingness to accept help; and, as their strength diminishes, increase their faith and their assurance of 

your love. This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 830) 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 87 

Glorious Things of You Are Spoken 

A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. A Song. 

On the holy mount stands the city he founded; 

2     the LORD loves the gates of Zion 

    more than all the dwelling places of Jacob. 
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3 Glorious things of you are spoken, 

    O city of God. Selah 

4 Among those who know me I mention Rahab and Babylon; 

    behold, Philistia and Tyre, with Cush[a]— 

    “This one was born there,” they say. 

5 And of Zion it shall be said, 

    “This one and that one were born in her”; 

    for the Most High himself will establish her. 

6 The LORD records as he registers the peoples, 

    “This one was born there.” Selah 

7 Singers and dancers alike say, 

    “All my springs are in you.” 

Old Testament Reading 

Numbers describes the preparations the Jews undertook to enter the land that God promised them. 

They come to the border of that land and send in spies, who are overwhelmed by the obstacles they 

see and bring back a report that the Jews won’t survive there. God then forbids this generation of 

Jews to enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief, and forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness ensues. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Numbers 5 

Unclean People 

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Command the people of Israel that they put out of the camp 

everyone who is leprous[a] or has a discharge and everyone who is unclean through contact with the 

dead. 3 You shall put out both male and female, putting them outside the camp, that they may not 

defile their camp, in the midst of which I dwell.” 4 And the people of Israel did so, and put them 

outside the camp; as the LORD said to Moses, so the people of Israel did. 

 

http://www.ccotc.org/
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Confession and Restitution 

5 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 6 “Speak to the people of Israel, When a man or woman 

commits any of the sins that people commit by breaking faith with the LORD, and that person realizes 

his guilt, 7 he shall confess his sin that he has committed.[b] And he shall make full restitution for his 

wrong, adding a fifth to it and giving it to him to whom he did the wrong. 8 But if the man has no next 

of kin to whom restitution may be made for the wrong, the restitution for wrong shall go to the LORD 

for the priest, in addition to the ram of atonement with which atonement is made for him. 9 And every 

contribution, all the holy donations of the people of Israel, which they bring to the priest, shall be his. 
10 Each one shall keep his holy donations: whatever anyone gives to the priest shall be his.” 

A Test for Adultery 

11 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 12 “Speak to the people of Israel, If any man's wife goes astray 

and breaks faith with him, 13 if a man lies with her sexually, and it is hidden from the eyes of her 

husband, and she is undetected though she has defiled herself, and there is no witness against her, 

since she was not taken in the act, 14 and if the spirit of jealousy comes over him and he is jealous of his 

wife who has defiled herself, or if the spirit of jealousy comes over him and he is jealous of his wife, 

though she has not defiled herself, 15 then the man shall bring his wife to the priest and bring the 

offering required of her, a tenth of an ephah[c] of barley flour. He shall pour no oil on it and put no 

frankincense on it, for it is a grain offering of jealousy, a grain offering of remembrance, bringing 

iniquity to remembrance. 

16 “And the priest shall bring her near and set her before the LORD. 17 And the priest shall take holy 

water in an earthenware vessel and take some of the dust that is on the floor of the tabernacle and put 

it into the water. 18 And the priest shall set the woman before the LORD and unbind the hair of the 

woman's head and place in her hands the grain offering of remembrance, which is the grain offering 

of jealousy. And in his hand the priest shall have the water of bitterness that brings the curse. 19 Then 

the priest shall make her take an oath, saying, ‘If no man has lain with you, and if you have not 

turned aside to uncleanness while you were under your husband's authority, be free from this water 

of bitterness that brings the curse. 20 But if you have gone astray, though you are under your husband's 

authority, and if you have defiled yourself, and some man other than your husband has lain with 

you, 21 then’ (let the priest make the woman take the oath of the curse, and say to the woman) ‘the 

LORD make you a curse and an oath among your people, when the LORD makes your thigh fall away 

and your body swell. 22 May this water that brings the curse pass into your bowels and make your 

womb swell and your thigh fall away.’ And the woman shall say, ‘Amen, Amen.’ 

23 “Then the priest shall write these curses in a book and wash them off into the water of bitterness. 24 

And he shall make the woman drink the water of bitterness that brings the curse, and the water that 

brings the curse shall enter into her and cause bitter pain. 25 And the priest shall take the grain offering 

of jealousy out of the woman's hand and shall wave the grain offering before the LORD and bring it to 

the altar. 26 And the priest shall take a handful of the grain offering, as its memorial portion, and burn 

it on the altar, and afterward shall make the woman drink the water. 27 And when he has made her 

drink the water, then, if she has defiled herself and has broken faith with her husband, the water that 

brings the curse shall enter into her and cause bitter pain, and her womb shall swell, and her thigh 
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shall fall away, and the woman shall become a curse among her people. 28 But if the woman has not 

defiled herself and is clean, then she shall be free and shall conceive children. 

29 “This is the law in cases of jealousy, when a wife, though under her husband's authority, goes astray 

and defiles herself, 30 or when the spirit of jealousy comes over a man and he is jealous of his wife. 

Then he shall set the woman before the LORD, and the priest shall carry out for her all this law. 31 The 

man shall be free from iniquity, but the woman shall bear her iniquity.” 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Relationships 

• Thank God for the close friendships in your life in which you can love, counsel, and pray for 

one another. 

• Thank God for giving us the greatest friendship: a love that laid down his life for his friends. 

• Thank him for our union with Christ and how the Spirit transforms us to become more like 

Jesus in our friendships. 

O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy 

world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in your mercy grant us a 

safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen. (BCP 833) 

Benediction 

 

Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 

http://www.ccotc.org/

