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Formation Devotional 
June 18, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Rejoice and be glad, for your father invites you into his loving presence. Use this email as you are able, in whole 

or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy we have been born anew 

to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 1:3) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, who stretched out his arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone 

might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching 

forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for 

the honor of your Name. Amen. (BCP 58) 

Confession of Sin 

Gracious Father, we confess that we have longed too much for the comforts and treasures of this 

world rather than for your enduring Kingdom. We have loved the gifts more than the Giver. In your 

mercy, help us to see that the things we strive for are shadows, but you are the substance; that they 

are quicksand, but you are a mighty rock; that they are shifting, but you are an anchor. Thank you for 

forgiving us through the riches of Christ and freeing us to live a new life, faithfully devoted to him. In 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, 

passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. But when the goodness 

and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in 

righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the 

Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified 

by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”  (Titus 3:3-7) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 86 

Great Is Your Steadfast Love 

A Prayer of David. 

Incline your ear, O LORD, and answer me, 

    for I am poor and needy. 

2 Preserve my life, for I am godly; 

    save your servant, who trusts in you—you are my God. 

3 Be gracious to me, O Lord, 

    for to you do I cry all the day. 

4 Gladden the soul of your servant, 

    for to you, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, 

    abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you. 

6 Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; 

    listen to my plea for grace. 

7 In the day of my trouble I call upon you, 

    for you answer me. 

8 There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, 

    nor are there any works like yours. 

9 All the nations you have made shall come 

    and worship before you, O Lord, 

    and shall glorify your name. 

10 For you are great and do wondrous things; 

    you alone are God. 

11 Teach me your way, O LORD, 
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    that I may walk in your truth; 

    unite my heart to fear your name. 

12 I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, 

    and I will glorify your name forever. 

13 For great is your steadfast love toward me; 

    you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. 

14 O God, insolent men have risen up against me; 

    a band of ruthless men seeks my life, 

    and they do not set you before them. 

15 But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, 

    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. 

16 Turn to me and be gracious to me; 

    give your strength to your servant, 

    and save the son of your maidservant. 

17 Show me a sign of your favor, 

    that those who hate me may see and be put to shame 

    because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me. 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
Romans—The most systematic of Paul’s epistles. This letter explains the plan of salvation for the 

Gentiles and the Jews. The Apostle Paul wrote it roughly about 56-57 A.D. Paul wrote the letter to the 

believers in Rome, hence the name “Romans”. He wrote it to give them a concrete theological 

foundation on which to construct their faith and to live for and serve God effectively. The Book of 

Romans is primarily a work of doctrine and can be divided into four sections: righteousness needed, 

1:18–3:20; righteousness provided, 3:21–8:39; righteousness vindicated, 9:1–11:36; righteousness 

practiced, 12:1–15:13. The main theme of this letter is obvious of course—righteousness. 

Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 
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Romans 6 

Dead to Sin, Alive to God 

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no means! How can 

we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 

newness of life. 

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self[a] was crucified with him in order that the body of sin 

might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died 

has been set free[b] from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 

him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has 

dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to 

God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13 Do not present your 

members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have 

been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 14 For sin 

will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 

Slaves to Righteousness 

15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16 Do you not 

know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves,[c] you are slaves of the one whom 

you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But 

thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the 

standard of teaching to which you were committed, 18 and, having been set free from sin, have become 

slaves of righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just 

as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more 

lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification. 

20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 But what fruit were you 

getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is 

death. 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get 

leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Relationships 

• Pray for three of your friends by name. For what do they need prayer? If any do not know 

Christ, pray that they would come to know him. 

http://www.ccotc.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom+6&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28059a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom+6&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28060b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom+6&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28069c


 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  5 

• Ask God to reveal to you if there are any friends you can encourage in their faith. Pray that He 

would reveal them to you and give you the words, wisdom and compassion to share. 

• Pray that God would make you a loving, encouraging and hospitable friend that is quick to 

listen and extend compassion. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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