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Formation Devotional 
June 19, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Lay your worries down to God and simply enjoy being with him. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in 

part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance. I will 

praise the Lord, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. (Psalm 16:6-7) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart, that barriers 

which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being 

healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 823) 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 89 

I Will Sing of the Steadfast Love of the LORD 

A Maskil[a] of Ethan the Ezrahite. 

I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever; 

    with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all generations. 

2 For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; 
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    in the heavens you will establish your faithfulness.” 

3 You have said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 

    I have sworn to David my servant: 

4 ‘I will establish your offspring forever, 

    and build your throne for all generations.’” Selah 

5 Let the heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, 

    your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones! 

6 For who in the skies can be compared to the LORD? 

    Who among the heavenly beings[b] is like the LORD, 

7 a God greatly to be feared in the council of the holy ones, 

    and awesome above all who are around him? 

8 O LORD God of hosts, 

    who is mighty as you are, O LORD, 

    with your faithfulness all around you? 

9 You rule the raging of the sea; 

    when its waves rise, you still them. 

10 You crushed Rahab like a carcass; 

    you scattered your enemies with your mighty arm. 

11 The heavens are yours; the earth also is yours; 

    the world and all that is in it, you have founded them. 

12 The north and the south, you have created them; 

    Tabor and Hermon joyously praise your name. 

13 You have a mighty arm; 

    strong is your hand, high your right hand. 

14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; 
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    steadfast love and faithfulness go before you. 

15 Blessed are the people who know the festal shout, 

    who walk, O LORD, in the light of your face, 

16 who exult in your name all the day 

    and in your righteousness are exalted. 

17 For you are the glory of their strength; 

    by your favor our horn is exalted. 

18 For our shield belongs to the LORD, 

    our king to the Holy One of Israel. 

19 Of old you spoke in a vision to your godly one,[c] and said: 

    “I have granted help to one who is mighty; 

    I have exalted one chosen from the people. 

20 I have found David, my servant; 

    with my holy oil I have anointed him, 

21 so that my hand shall be established with him; 

    my arm also shall strengthen him. 

22 The enemy shall not outwit him; 

    the wicked shall not humble him. 

23 I will crush his foes before him 

    and strike down those who hate him. 

24 My faithfulness and my steadfast love shall be with him, 

    and in my name shall his horn be exalted. 

25 I will set his hand on the sea 

    and his right hand on the rivers. 

26 He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, 
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    my God, and the Rock of my salvation.’ 

27 And I will make him the firstborn, 

    the highest of the kings of the earth. 

28 My steadfast love I will keep for him forever, 

    and my covenant will stand firm[d] for him. 

29 I will establish his offspring forever 

    and his throne as the days of the heavens. 

30 If his children forsake my law 

    and do not walk according to my rules,[e] 

31 if they violate my statutes 

    and do not keep my commandments, 

32 then I will punish their transgression with the rod 

    and their iniquity with stripes, 

33 but I will not remove from him my steadfast love 

    or be false to my faithfulness. 

34 I will not violate my covenant 

    or alter the word that went forth from my lips. 

35 Once for all I have sworn by my holiness; 

    I will not lie to David. 

36 His offspring shall endure forever, 

    his throne as long as the sun before me. 

37 Like the moon it shall be established forever, 

    a faithful witness in the skies.” Selah 

38 But now you have cast off and rejected; 

    you are full of wrath against your anointed. 
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39 You have renounced the covenant with your servant; 

    you have defiled his crown in the dust. 

40 You have breached all his walls; 

    you have laid his strongholds in ruins. 

41 All who pass by plunder him; 

    he has become the scorn of his neighbors. 

42 You have exalted the right hand of his foes; 

    you have made all his enemies rejoice. 

43 You have also turned back the edge of his sword, 

    and you have not made him stand in battle. 

44 You have made his splendor to cease 

    and cast his throne to the ground. 

45 You have cut short the days of his youth; 

    you have covered him with shame. Selah 

46 How long, O LORD? Will you hide yourself forever? 

    How long will your wrath burn like fire? 

47 Remember how short my time is! 

    For what vanity you have created all the children of man! 

48 What man can live and never see death? 

    Who can deliver his soul from the power of Sheol? Selah 

49 Lord, where is your steadfast love of old, 

    which by your faithfulness you swore to David? 

50 Remember, O Lord, how your servants are mocked, 

    and how I bear in my heart the insults[f] of all the many nations, 

51 with which your enemies mock, O LORD, 

http://www.ccotc.org/
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    with which they mock the footsteps of your anointed. 

52 Blessed be the LORD forever! 

Amen and Amen. 

Old Testament Reading 

Numbers describes the preparations the Jews undertook to enter the land that God promised them. 

They come to the border of that land and send in spies, who are overwhelmed by the obstacles they 

see and bring back a report that the Jews won’t survive there. God then forbids this generation of 

Jews to enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief, and forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness ensues. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Numbers 6 

The Nazirite Vow 

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When either a 

man or a woman makes a special vow, the vow of a Nazirite,[a] to separate himself to the LORD, 3 he 

shall separate himself from wine and strong drink. He shall drink no vinegar made from wine or 

strong drink and shall not drink any juice of grapes or eat grapes, fresh or dried. 4 All the days of his 

separation[b] he shall eat nothing that is produced by the grapevine, not even the seeds or the skins. 

5 “All the days of his vow of separation, no razor shall touch his head. Until the time is completed for 

which he separates himself to the LORD, he shall be holy. He shall let the locks of hair of his head 

grow long. 

6 “All the days that he separates himself to the LORD he shall not go near a dead body. 7 Not even for 

his father or for his mother, for brother or sister, if they die, shall he make himself unclean, because 

his separation to God is on his head. 8 All the days of his separation he is holy to the LORD. 

9 “And if any man dies very suddenly beside him and he defiles his consecrated head, then he shall 

shave his head on the day of his cleansing; on the seventh day he shall shave it. 10 On the eighth day he 

shall bring two turtledoves or two pigeons to the priest to the entrance of the tent of meeting, 11 and the 

priest shall offer one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering, and make atonement for him, 

because he sinned by reason of the dead body. And he shall consecrate his head that same day 12 and 

separate himself to the LORD for the days of his separation and bring a male lamb a year old for a 

guilt offering. But the previous period shall be void, because his separation was defiled. 

13 “And this is the law for the Nazirite, when the time of his separation has been completed: he shall be 

brought to the entrance of the tent of meeting, 14 and he shall bring his gift to the LORD, one male lamb 

a year old without blemish for a burnt offering, and one ewe lamb a year old without blemish as a sin 
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offering, and one ram without blemish as a peace offering, 15 and a basket of unleavened bread, loaves 

of fine flour mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers smeared with oil, and their grain offering and 

their drink offerings. 16 And the priest shall bring them before the LORD and offer his sin offering and 

his burnt offering, 17 and he shall offer the ram as a sacrifice of peace offering to the LORD, with the 

basket of unleavened bread. The priest shall offer also its grain offering and its drink offering. 18 And 

the Nazirite shall shave his consecrated head at the entrance of the tent of meeting and shall take the 

hair from his consecrated head and put it on the fire that is under the sacrifice of the peace offering. 19 

And the priest shall take the shoulder of the ram, when it is boiled, and one unleavened loaf out of the 

basket and one unleavened wafer, and shall put them on the hands of the Nazirite, after he has 

shaved the hair of his consecration, 20 and the priest shall wave them for a wave offering before the 

LORD. They are a holy portion for the priest, together with the breast that is waved and the thigh that 

is contributed. And after that the Nazirite may drink wine. 

21 “This is the law of the Nazirite. But if he vows an offering to the LORD above his Nazirite vow, as he 

can afford, in exact accordance with the vow that he takes, then he shall do in addition to the law of 

the Nazirite.” 

Aaron's Blessing 

22 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 23 “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the 

people of Israel: you shall say to them, 

24 The LORD bless you and keep you; 

25 the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

26 the LORD lift up his countenance[c] upon you and give you peace. 

27 “So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.” 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Neighborhood 

• Thank God that he hears the cries of the oppressed and upholds the cause of the weak and 

fatherless, the afflicted and destitute. 

• Praise God for his mercy on us who once were also without hope. Thank him for bringing us 

out of our spiritual poverty. 

• Thank God for the gospel of Jesus Christ that gives us hope and even joy in the midst of our 

suffering and patience to endure it well. 

O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy 

world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in your mercy grant us a 

safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen. (BCP 833) 
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Benediction 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 

http://www.ccotc.org/

