
 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  1 

Formation Devotional 
June 2, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you read and pray this morning, remember you are in God’s presence. Trust in the Holy Spirit to guide you 

and direct your thoughts. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your 

righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. Then you will 

call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. (Isaiah 58:8-9) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Almighty God, whose beloved Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our 

redemption: Give us courage to take up our cross and follow him; who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (BCP 201) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 
God of love, it is your will that we should love you with heart, soul, mind, strength, and our neighbor 

as ourselves, but we are not sufficient for these things. We confess that our affections continually turn 

away from you: from purity to lust, from freedom to slavery, from compassion to indifference, from 

fullness to emptiness. Have mercy on us. Order our lives by your holy Word, and make your 

commandments the joy of our hearts. Conform us to the image of your loving Son, Jesus, so that we 

may shine before the world to your glory. Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of 

works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration 

and renewal of the Holy Spirit.”  (Titus 3:4-5) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 63 

My Soul Thirsts for You 

A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah. 

O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; 

    my soul thirsts for you; 

my flesh faints for you, 

    as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 

2 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, 

    beholding your power and glory. 

3 Because your steadfast love is better than life, 

    my lips will praise you. 

4 So I will bless you as long as I live; 

    in your name I will lift up my hands. 

5 My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food, 

    and my mouth will praise you with joyful lips, 

6 when I remember you upon my bed, 

    and meditate on you in the watches of the night; 

7 for you have been my help, 

    and in the shadow of your wings I will sing for joy. 

8 My soul clings to you; 

    your right hand upholds me. 

9 But those who seek to destroy my life 

    shall go down into the depths of the earth; 

10 they shall be given over to the power of the sword; 

    they shall be a portion for jackals. 
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11 But the king shall rejoice in God; 

    all who swear by him shall exult, 

    for the mouths of liars will be stopped. 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
Acts, as it is commonly called, is a second volume of the Gospel of Luke. Both were likely written by 

Luke, an early Christian who traveled with the apostle Paul. Luke was probably a physician or doctor 

and was also a Gentile, or non-Jewish Christian. The gospel of Luke functions as the first volume of 

the set, detailing the story of Jesus, while Acts functions as a second volume, telling the stories of the 

apostles, or messengers, of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Scholars believe both volumes were written 

about 50 or more years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Acts 22 

“Brothers and fathers, hear the defense that I now make before you.” 

2 And when they heard that he was addressing them in the Hebrew language, they became even more 

quiet. And he said: 

3 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated at the feet of Gamaliel 

according to the strict manner of the law of our fathers, being zealous for God as all of you are this 

day. 4 I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering to prison both men and women, 5 as 

the high priest and the whole council of elders can bear me witness. From them I received letters to 

the brothers, and I journeyed toward Damascus to take those also who were there and bring them in 

bonds to Jerusalem to be punished. 

6 “As I was on my way and drew near to Damascus, about noon a great light from heaven suddenly 

shone around me. 7 And I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you 

persecuting me?’ 8 And I answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And he said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, 

whom you are persecuting.’ 9 Now those who were with me saw the light but did not understand the 

voice of the one who was speaking to me. 10 And I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord said to 

me, ‘Rise, and go into Damascus, and there you will be told all that is appointed for you to do.’ 11 And 

since I could not see because of the brightness of that light, I was led by the hand by those who were 

with me, and came into Damascus. 

12 “And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, well spoken of by all the Jews who lived 

there, 13 came to me, and standing by me said to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight.’ And at that very 

hour I received my sight and saw him. 14 And he said, ‘The God of our fathers appointed you to know 

his will, to see the Righteous One and to hear a voice from his mouth; 15 for you will be a witness for 
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him to everyone of what you have seen and heard. 16 And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized 

and wash away your sins, calling on his name.’ 

17 “When I had returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, I fell into a trance 18 and saw him 

saying to me, ‘Make haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your 

testimony about me.’ 19 And I said, ‘Lord, they themselves know that in one synagogue after another I 

imprisoned and beat those who believed in you. 20 And when the blood of Stephen your witness was 

being shed, I myself was standing by and approving and watching over the garments of those who 

killed him.’ 21 And he said to me, ‘Go, for I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’” 

Paul and the Roman Tribune 

22 Up to this word they listened to him. Then they raised their voices and said, “Away with such a 

fellow from the earth! For he should not be allowed to live.” 23 And as they were shouting and 

throwing off their cloaks and flinging dust into the air, 24 the tribune ordered him to be brought into 

the barracks, saying that he should be examined by flogging, to find out why they were shouting 

against him like this. 25 But when they had stretched him out for the whips, Paul said to the centurion 

who was standing by, “Is it lawful for you to flog a man who is a Roman citizen and uncondemned?” 
26 When the centurion heard this, he went to the tribune and said to him, “What are you about to do? 

For this man is a Roman citizen.” 27 So the tribune came and said to him, “Tell me, are you a Roman 

citizen?” And he said, “Yes.” 28 The tribune answered, “I bought this citizenship for a large sum.” Paul 

said, “But I am a citizen by birth.” 29 So those who were about to examine him withdrew from him 

immediately, and the tribune also was afraid, for he realized that Paul was a Roman citizen and that 

he had bound him. 

Paul Before the Council 

30 But on the next day, desiring to know the real reason why he was being accused by the Jews, he 

unbound him and commanded the chief priests and all the council to meet, and he brought Paul 

down and set him before them. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Gospel Identity 

• Are there things causing you worry, fear, sadness, or anger? Pray that you would experience 

Christ’s love for you precisely in those places. 

• Pray for those around you to feel secure in the identity that God freely offers. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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