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Formation Devotional 
June 23, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you read and pray this morning, remember you are in God’s presence. Trust in the Holy Spirit to guide you 

and direct your thoughts. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new 

every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22-23) 

Opening Prayer 

 
O God, who has made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent his blessed Son to preach 

peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek 

after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and 

hasten the coming of your kingdom; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 58) 

Confession of Sin 

Almighty God, you are generous in abundance. You have given to us gifts that we do not deserve. 

You have called us from death to life, granted us forgiveness through the death and resurrection of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, given us the Holy Spirit, and made us your children. 

You have provided for us, both spiritually and materially. Yet we have failed to be thankful and to 

rejoice in your goodness. We have ignored you and neglected to give you the praise that is due your 

name. 

Forgive us for our ingratitude. Give us eyes that see your hand at work in all areas of our life. Enable 

us to realize that every good thing comes from you. And deepen our gratitude so that we might serve 

you with undivided and joyful hearts. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“‘Yet even now,’ declares the LORD, ‘return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and 

with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments.’ Return to the LORD your God, for he is 

gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over 

disaster.”  (Joel 2:12-13) 
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Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 92 

How Great Are Your Works 

A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath. 

It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 

    to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 

2 to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 

    and your faithfulness by night, 

3 to the music of the lute and the harp, 

    to the melody of the lyre. 

4 For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work; 

    at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 

5 How great are your works, O LORD! 

    Your thoughts are very deep! 

6 The stupid man cannot know; 

    the fool cannot understand this: 

7 that though the wicked sprout like grass 

    and all evildoers flourish, 

they are doomed to destruction forever; 

8     but you, O LORD, are on high forever. 

9 For behold, your enemies, O LORD, 

    for behold, your enemies shall perish; 

    all evildoers shall be scattered. 

10 But you have exalted my horn like that of the wild ox; 
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    you have poured over me[a] fresh oil. 

11 My eyes have seen the downfall of my enemies; 

    my ears have heard the doom of my evil assailants. 

12 The righteous flourish like the palm tree 

    and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

13 They are planted in the house of the LORD; 

    they flourish in the courts of our God. 

14 They still bear fruit in old age; 

    they are ever full of sap and green, 

15 to declare that the LORD is upright; 

    he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
Romans—The most systematic of Paul’s epistles. This letter explains the plan of salvation for the 

Gentiles and the Jews. The Apostle Paul wrote it roughly about 56-57 A.D. Paul wrote the letter to the 

believers in Rome, hence the name “Romans”. He wrote it to give them a concrete theological 

foundation on which to construct their faith and to live for and serve God effectively. The Book of 

Romans is primarily a work of doctrine and can be divided into four sections: righteousness needed, 

1:18–3:20; righteousness provided, 3:21–8:39; righteousness vindicated, 9:1–11:36; righteousness 

practiced, 12:1–15:13. The main theme of this letter is obvious of course—righteousness. 

Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Romans 9 

God's Sovereign Choice 

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy 

Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself 

were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers,[a] my kinsmen according to the 

flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the 

law, the worship, and the promises. 5 To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to 

the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen. 
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6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel belong 

to Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall 

your offspring be named.” 8 This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of 

God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. 9 For this is what the promise said: 

“About this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.” 10 And not only so, but also when 

Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, 11 though they were not yet born 

and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God's purpose of election might continue, 

not because of works but because of him who calls— 12 she was told, “The older will serve the 

younger.” 13 As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 

14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! 15 For he says to Moses, “I will 

have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 16 So 

then it depends not on human will or exertion,[b] but on God, who has mercy. 17 For the Scripture says 

to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that 

my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” 18 So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he 

hardens whomever he wills. 

19 You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?” 20 But who are 

you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why have you made me 

like this?” 21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for 

honorable use and another for dishonorable use? 22 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to 

make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 

in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared 

beforehand for glory— 24 even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the 

Gentiles? 25 As indeed he says in Hosea, 

“Those who were not my people I will call ‘my people,’ 

    and her who was not beloved I will call ‘beloved.’” 

26 “And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ 

    there they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’” 

27 And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the sons of Israel[c] be as the sand of 

the sea, only a remnant of them will be saved, 28 for the Lord will carry out his sentence upon the earth 

fully and without delay.” 29 And as Isaiah predicted, 

“If the Lord of hosts had not left us offspring, 

    we would have been like Sodom 

    and become like Gomorrah.” 
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Israel's Unbelief 

30 What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, that is, a 

righteousness that is by faith; 31 but that Israel who pursued a law that would lead to righteousness[d] 

did not succeed in reaching that law. 32 Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were 

based on works. They have stumbled over the stumbling stone, 33 as it is written, 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense; 

    and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

Prayers of Intercession 

Gospel Identity 

• Think ahead to your day. Pray that you would experience God’s love for you in Christ in new 

and specific ways throughout the day. 

• Pray that those in the church and in your community group would experience God’s love in 

new ways. 

• Pray that you would engage this world like Jesus, bringing hope and making disciples in all 

spheres of life. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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