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Formation Devotional 
June 24, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Cling to Jesus and rest in him this evening, knowing that the Father sees you and loves you like his only Son. 

Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

You have put gladness in my heart, more than when grain and wine and oil increase. I lie down in 

peace; at once I fall asleep; for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety. (Psalm 4:7-8) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty Father, grant that your Church, being bound together in love and obedience to you, may be 

united in one body by the one Spirit, that the world may believe in him whom you have sent, your 

Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. (BCP 255) 

Prayer of Examine 

 

Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 95 

Let Us Sing Songs of Praise 

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; 

    let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

    let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
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3 For the LORD is a great God, 

    and a great King above all gods. 

4 In his hand are the depths of the earth; 

    the heights of the mountains are his also. 

5 The sea is his, for he made it, 

    and his hands formed the dry land. 

6 Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 

    let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 

7 For he is our God, 

    and we are the people of his pasture, 

    and the sheep of his hand. 

Today, if you hear his voice, 

8     do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, 

    as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, 

9 when your fathers put me to the test 

    and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work. 

10 For forty years I loathed that generation 

    and said, “They are a people who go astray in their heart, 

    and they have not known my ways.” 

11 Therefore I swore in my wrath, 

    “They shall not enter my rest.” 

Old Testament Reading 

Numbers describes the preparations the Jews undertook to enter the land that God promised them. 

They come to the border of that land and send in spies, who are overwhelmed by the obstacles they 

see and bring back a report that the Jews won’t survive there. God then forbids this generation of 

Jews to enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief, and forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness ensues. 
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As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Numbers 9 

The Passover Celebrated 

And the LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of the second year after 

they had come out of the land of Egypt, saying, 2 “Let the people of Israel keep the Passover at its 

appointed time. 3 On the fourteenth day of this month, at twilight, you shall keep it at its appointed 

time; according to all its statutes and all its rules you shall keep it.” 4 So Moses told the people of Israel 

that they should keep the Passover. 5 And they kept the Passover in the first month, on the fourteenth 

day of the month, at twilight, in the wilderness of Sinai; according to all that the LORD commanded 

Moses, so the people of Israel did. 6 And there were certain men who were unclean through touching a 

dead body, so that they could not keep the Passover on that day, and they came before Moses and 

Aaron on that day. 7 And those men said to him, “We are unclean through touching a dead body. Why 

are we kept from bringing the LORD's offering at its appointed time among the people of Israel?” 8 And 

Moses said to them, “Wait, that I may hear what the LORD will command concerning you.” 

9 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 10 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, If any one of you or of your 

descendants is unclean through touching a dead body, or is on a long journey, he shall still keep the 

Passover to the LORD. 11 In the second month on the fourteenth day at twilight they shall keep it. They 

shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 12 They shall leave none of it until the morning, nor 

break any of its bones; according to all the statute for the Passover they shall keep it. 13 But if anyone 

who is clean and is not on a journey fails to keep the Passover, that person shall be cut off from his 

people because he did not bring the LORD's offering at its appointed time; that man shall bear his sin. 14 

And if a stranger sojourns among you and would keep the Passover to the LORD, according to the 

statute of the Passover and according to its rule, so shall he do. You shall have one statute, both for 

the sojourner and for the native.” 

The Cloud Covering the Tabernacle 

15 On the day that the tabernacle was set up, the cloud covered the tabernacle, the tent of the testimony. 

And at evening it was over the tabernacle like the appearance of fire until morning. 16 So it was always: 

the cloud covered it by day[a] and the appearance of fire by night. 17 And whenever the cloud lifted from 

over the tent, after that the people of Israel set out, and in the place where the cloud settled down, 

there the people of Israel camped. 18 At the command of the LORD the people of Israel set out, and at 

the command of the LORD they camped. As long as the cloud rested over the tabernacle, they 

remained in camp. 19 Even when the cloud continued over the tabernacle many days, the people of 

Israel kept the charge of the LORD and did not set out. 20 Sometimes the cloud was a few days over the 

tabernacle, and according to the command of the LORD they remained in camp; then according to the 

command of the LORD they set out. 21 And sometimes the cloud remained from evening until morning. 

And when the cloud lifted in the morning, they set out, or if it continued for a day and a night, when 

the cloud lifted they set out. 22 Whether it was two days, or a month, or a longer time, that the cloud 

http://www.ccotc.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=num+9&version=ESV#fen-ESV-3982a


 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  4 

continued over the tabernacle, abiding there, the people of Israel remained in camp and did not set 

out, but when it lifted they set out. 23 At the command of the LORD they camped, and at the command 

of the LORD they set out. They kept the charge of the LORD, at the command of the LORD by Moses. 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Church Community 

• Thank God for Christ Covenant’s youth and children’s ministry leaders; thank him for the 

leaders who are teaching our future generation to know and apply the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• Thank God that he knows every believer—past, present and future—by name. 

Look down, O Lord, from your heavenly throne, and illuminate this night with your celestial 

brightness; that by night as by day your people may glorify your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. (BCP 133) 

Benediction 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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