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Formation Devotional 
June 24, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Enter into this time expectantly, knowing that God delights to reveal himself to you. Use this email as you are 

able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. (Habakkuk 2:20) 

Opening Prayer 

 
O God of all the nations of the earth: Remember the multitudes who have been created in your image 

but have not known the redeeming work of our Savior Jesus Christ; and grant that, by the prayers 

and labors of your holy Church, they may be brought to know and worship you as you have been 

revealed in your Son; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. (BCP 206) 

Confession of Sin 

Almighty God, you are generous in abundance. You have given to us gifts that we do not deserve. 

You have called us from death to life, granted us forgiveness through the death and resurrection of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, given us the Holy Spirit, and made us your children. 

You have provided for us, both spiritually and materially. Yet we have failed to be thankful and to 

rejoice in your goodness. We have ignored you and neglected to give you the praise that is due your 

name. 

Forgive us for our ingratitude. Give us eyes that see your hand at work in all areas of our life. Enable 

us to realize that every good thing comes from you. And deepen our gratitude so that we might serve 

you with undivided and joyful hearts. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“‘Yet even now,’ declares the LORD, ‘return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and 

with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments.’ Return to the LORD your God, for he is 

gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over 

disaster.”  (Joel 2:12-13) 
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Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 94 

The LORD Will Not Forsake His People 

O LORD, God of vengeance, 

    O God of vengeance, shine forth! 

2 Rise up, O judge of the earth; 

    repay to the proud what they deserve! 

3 O LORD, how long shall the wicked, 

    how long shall the wicked exult? 

4 They pour out their arrogant words; 

    all the evildoers boast. 

5 They crush your people, O LORD, 

    and afflict your heritage. 

6 They kill the widow and the sojourner, 

    and murder the fatherless; 

7 and they say, “The LORD does not see; 

    the God of Jacob does not perceive.” 

8 Understand, O dullest of the people! 

    Fools, when will you be wise? 

9 He who planted the ear, does he not hear? 

He who formed the eye, does he not see? 

10 He who disciplines the nations, does he not rebuke? 

He who teaches man knowledge— 

11     the LORD—knows the thoughts of man, 
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    that they are but a breath.[a] 

12 Blessed is the man whom you discipline, O LORD, 

    and whom you teach out of your law, 

13 to give him rest from days of trouble, 

    until a pit is dug for the wicked. 

14 For the LORD will not forsake his people; 

    he will not abandon his heritage; 

15 for justice will return to the righteous, 

    and all the upright in heart will follow it. 

16 Who rises up for me against the wicked? 

    Who stands up for me against evildoers? 

17 If the LORD had not been my help, 

    my soul would soon have lived in the land of silence. 

18 When I thought, “My foot slips,” 

    your steadfast love, O LORD, held me up. 

19 When the cares of my heart are many, 

    your consolations cheer my soul. 

20 Can wicked rulers be allied with you, 

    those who frame[b] injustice by statute? 

21 They band together against the life of the righteous 

    and condemn the innocent to death.[c] 

22 But the LORD has become my stronghold, 

    and my God the rock of my refuge. 

23 He will bring back on them their iniquity 

    and wipe them out for their wickedness; 

http://www.ccotc.org/
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    the LORD our God will wipe them out. 

New Testament Reading 

 
Romans—The most systematic of Paul’s epistles. This letter explains the plan of salvation for the 

Gentiles and the Jews. The Apostle Paul wrote it roughly about 56-57 A.D. Paul wrote the letter to the 

believers in Rome, hence the name “Romans”. He wrote it to give them a concrete theological 

foundation on which to construct their faith and to live for and serve God effectively. The Book of 

Romans is primarily a work of doctrine and can be divided into four sections: righteousness needed, 

1:18–3:20; righteousness provided, 3:21–8:39; righteousness vindicated, 9:1–11:36; righteousness 

practiced, 12:1–15:13. The main theme of this letter is obvious of course—righteousness. 

Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Romans 10 

Brothers,[a] my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 2 For I bear them 

witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For, being ignorant of the 

righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. 
4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.[b] 

The Message of Salvation to All 

5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the 

commandments shall live by them. 6 But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your 

heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the 

abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in 

your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess 

with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 

will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and 

is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there 

is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all 

who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him 

of whom they have never heard?[c] And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how 

are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who 

preach the good news!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has 

believed what he has heard from us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of 

Christ. 

18 But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have, for 

“Their voice has gone out to all the earth, 

    and their words to the ends of the world.” 
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19 But I ask, did Israel not understand? First Moses says, 

“I will make you jealous of those who are not a nation; 

    with a foolish nation I will make you angry.” 

20 Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, 

“I have been found by those who did not seek me; 

    I have shown myself to those who did not ask for me.” 

21 But of Israel he says, “All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and contrary people.” 

Prayers of Intercession 

Church Community 

• Pray for Christ Covenant’s youth and children’s ministry leaders: for joy, compassion, and 

energy as they serve the church and the community. 

• Pray for the global church, especially in Latin America. Praise God for how the church has 

continued to grow and flourish in many Latin American nations. Pray for the challenges that 

mark parts of the region: drug-related violence, oppressive governments, racial tensions. 

• Pray also for Christians in North America: for unity that transcends ethnicity, college 

ministries to reach international students and those falling away from faith, and boldness 

against spiritual complacency. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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