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Formation Devotional 
June 25, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Take a moment to slow down and turn your thoughts to God. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 
Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth. (Psalm 

31:5) 

Opening Prayer 

 
God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and confusing world: Show them 

that your ways give more life than the ways of the world, and that following you is better than 

chasing after selfish goals. Help them to take failure, not as a measure of their worth, but as a chance 

for a new start. Give them strength to hold their faith in you, and to keep alive their joy in your 

creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 829) 

Prayer of Examine 

 

Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 97 

The LORD Reigns 

The LORD reigns, let the earth rejoice; 

    let the many coastlands be glad! 

2 Clouds and thick darkness are all around him; 

    righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. 
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3 Fire goes before him 

    and burns up his adversaries all around. 

4 His lightnings light up the world; 

    the earth sees and trembles. 

5 The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, 

    before the Lord of all the earth. 

6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness, 

    and all the peoples see his glory. 

7 All worshipers of images are put to shame, 

    who make their boast in worthless idols; 

    worship him, all you gods! 

8 Zion hears and is glad, 

    and the daughters of Judah rejoice, 

    because of your judgments, O LORD. 

9 For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; 

    you are exalted far above all gods. 

10 O you who love the LORD, hate evil! 

    He preserves the lives of his saints; 

    he delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 

11 Light is sown[a] for the righteous, 

    and joy for the upright in heart. 

12 Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous, 

    and give thanks to his holy name! 
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Old Testament Reading 

Numbers describes the preparations the Jews undertook to enter the land that God promised them. 

They come to the border of that land and send in spies, who are overwhelmed by the obstacles they 

see and bring back a report that the Jews won’t survive there. God then forbids this generation of 

Jews to enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief, and forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness ensues. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Numbers 10 

The Silver Trumpets 

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Make two silver trumpets. Of hammered work you shall make 

them, and you shall use them for summoning the congregation and for breaking camp. 3 And when 

both are blown, all the congregation shall gather themselves to you at the entrance of the tent of 

meeting. 4 But if they blow only one, then the chiefs, the heads of the tribes of Israel, shall gather 

themselves to you. 5 When you blow an alarm, the camps that are on the east side shall set out. 6 And 

when you blow an alarm the second time, the camps that are on the south side shall set out. An alarm 

is to be blown whenever they are to set out. 7 But when the assembly is to be gathered together, you 

shall blow a long blast, but you shall not sound an alarm. 8 And the sons of Aaron, the priests, shall 

blow the trumpets. The trumpets shall be to you for a perpetual statute throughout your generations. 9 

And when you go to war in your land against the adversary who oppresses you, then you shall sound 

an alarm with the trumpets, that you may be remembered before the LORD your God, and you shall 

be saved from your enemies. 10 On the day of your gladness also, and at your appointed feasts and at 

the beginnings of your months, you shall blow the trumpets over your burnt offerings and over the 

sacrifices of your peace offerings. They shall be a reminder of you before your God: I am the LORD 

your God.” 

Israel Leaves Sinai 

11 In the second year, in the second month, on the twentieth day of the month, the cloud lifted from 

over the tabernacle of the testimony, 12 and the people of Israel set out by stages from the wilderness of 

Sinai. And the cloud settled down in the wilderness of Paran. 13 They set out for the first time at the 

command of the LORD by Moses. 14 The standard of the camp of the people of Judah set out first by 

their companies, and over their company was Nahshon the son of Amminadab. 15 And over the 

company of the tribe of the people of Issachar was Nethanel the son of Zuar. 16 And over the company 

of the tribe of the people of Zebulun was Eliab the son of Helon. 

17 And when the tabernacle was taken down, the sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari, who carried 

the tabernacle, set out. 18 And the standard of the camp of Reuben set out by their companies, and over 

their company was Elizur the son of Shedeur. 19 And over the company of the tribe of the people of 
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Simeon was Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai. 20 And over the company of the tribe of the people of 

Gad was Eliasaph the son of Deuel. 

21 Then the Kohathites set out, carrying the holy things, and the tabernacle was set up before their 

arrival. 22 And the standard of the camp of the people of Ephraim set out by their companies, and over 

their company was Elishama the son of Ammihud. 23 And over the company of the tribe of the people 

of Manasseh was Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur. 24 And over the company of the tribe of the people of 

Benjamin was Abidan the son of Gideoni. 

25 Then the standard of the camp of the people of Dan, acting as the rear guard of all the camps, set out 

by their companies, and over their company was Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai. 26 And over the 

company of the tribe of the people of Asher was Pagiel the son of Ochran. 27 And over the company of 

the tribe of the people of Naphtali was Ahira the son of Enan. 28 This was the order of march of the 

people of Israel by their companies, when they set out. 

29 And Moses said to Hobab the son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses' father-in-law, “We are setting out 

for the place of which the LORD said, ‘I will give it to you.’ Come with us, and we will do good to you, 

for the LORD has promised good to Israel.” 30 But he said to him, “I will not go. I will depart to my own 

land and to my kindred.” 31 And he said, “Please do not leave us, for you know where we should camp 

in the wilderness, and you will serve as eyes for us. 32 And if you do go with us, whatever good the 

LORD will do to us, the same will we do to you.” 

33 So they set out from the mount of the LORD three days' journey. And the ark of the covenant of the 

LORD went before them three days' journey, to seek out a resting place for them. 34 And the cloud of 

the LORD was over them by day, whenever they set out from the camp. 

35 And whenever the ark set out, Moses said, “Arise, O LORD, and let your enemies be scattered, and let 

those who hate you flee before you.” 36 And when it rested, he said, “Return, O LORD, to the ten 

thousand thousands of Israel.” 

 

 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Relationships 

• Thank God for your family and other loving relationships that reflect his fatherly love. 

• Thank him for hearing your prayers for those in your family who do not know Christ. 

Look down, O Lord, from your heavenly throne, and illuminate this night with your celestial 

brightness; that by night as by day your people may glorify your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. (BCP 133) 
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Benediction 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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