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Formation Devotional 
June 26, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Lay your worries down to God and simply enjoy being with him. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in 

part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength. (Isaiah 30:15) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with injustice, terror, 

disease, and death as their constant companions. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our 

neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal protection of the law and equal 

opportunities for all. And grant that every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this land; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 826) 

Prayer of Examine 

 

Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 99 

The LORD Our God Is Holy 

The LORD reigns; let the peoples tremble! 

    He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake! 

2 The LORD is great in Zion; 

    he is exalted over all the peoples. 
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3 Let them praise your great and awesome name! 

    Holy is he! 

4 The King in his might loves justice.[a] 

    You have established equity; 

you have executed justice 

    and righteousness in Jacob. 

5 Exalt the LORD our God; 

    worship at his footstool! 

    Holy is he! 

6 Moses and Aaron were among his priests, 

    Samuel also was among those who called upon his name. 

    They called to the LORD, and he answered them. 

7 In the pillar of the cloud he spoke to them; 

    they kept his testimonies 

    and the statute that he gave them. 

8 O LORD our God, you answered them; 

    you were a forgiving God to them, 

    but an avenger of their wrongdoings. 

9 Exalt the LORD our God, 

    and worship at his holy mountain; 

    for the LORD our God is holy! 

Old Testament Reading 

Numbers describes the preparations the Jews undertook to enter the land that God promised them. 

They come to the border of that land and send in spies, who are overwhelmed by the obstacles they 

see and bring back a report that the Jews won’t survive there. God then forbids this generation of 

Jews to enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief, and forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness ensues. 
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As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Numbers 11 

The People Complain 

And the people complained in the hearing of the LORD about their misfortunes, and when the LORD 

heard it, his anger was kindled, and the fire of the LORD burned among them and consumed some 

outlying parts of the camp. 2 Then the people cried out to Moses, and Moses prayed to the LORD, and 

the fire died down. 3 So the name of that place was called Taberah,[a] because the fire of the LORD 

burned among them. 

4 Now the rabble that was among them had a strong craving. And the people of Israel also wept again 

and said, “Oh that we had meat to eat! 5 We remember the fish we ate in Egypt that cost nothing, the 

cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic. 6 But now our strength is dried up, and 

there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.” 

7 Now the manna was like coriander seed, and its appearance like that of bdellium. 8 The people went 

about and gathered it and ground it in handmills or beat it in mortars and boiled it in pots and made 

cakes of it. And the taste of it was like the taste of cakes baked with oil. 9 When the dew fell upon the 

camp in the night, the manna fell with it. 

10 Moses heard the people weeping throughout their clans, everyone at the door of his tent. And the 

anger of the LORD blazed hotly, and Moses was displeased. 11 Moses said to the LORD, “Why have you 

dealt ill with your servant? And why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of 

all this people on me? 12 Did I conceive all this people? Did I give them birth, that you should say to 

me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a nursing child,’ to the land that you swore to give 

their fathers? 13 Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they weep before me and say, 

‘Give us meat, that we may eat.’ 14 I am not able to carry all this people alone; the burden is too heavy 

for me. 15 If you will treat me like this, kill me at once, if I find favor in your sight, that I may not see 

my wretchedness.” 

Elders Appointed to Aid Moses 

16 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom you know to 

be the elders of the people and officers over them, and bring them to the tent of meeting, and let them 

take their stand there with you. 17 And I will come down and talk with you there. And I will take some 

of the Spirit that is on you and put it on them, and they shall bear the burden of the people with you, 

so that you may not bear it yourself alone. 18 And say to the people, ‘Consecrate yourselves for 

tomorrow, and you shall eat meat, for you have wept in the hearing of the LORD, saying, “Who will 

give us meat to eat? For it was better for us in Egypt.” Therefore the LORD will give you meat, and 

you shall eat. 19 You shall not eat just one day, or two days, or five days, or ten days, or twenty days, 20 

but a whole month, until it comes out at your nostrils and becomes loathsome to you, because you 

have rejected the LORD who is among you and have wept before him, saying, “Why did we come out 
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of Egypt?”’” 21 But Moses said, “The people among whom I am number six hundred thousand on foot, 

and you have said, ‘I will give them meat, that they may eat a whole month!’ 22 Shall flocks and herds 

be slaughtered for them, and be enough for them? Or shall all the fish of the sea be gathered together 

for them, and be enough for them?” 23 And the LORD said to Moses, “Is the LORD's hand shortened? 

Now you shall see whether my word will come true for you or not.” 

24 So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD. And he gathered seventy men of the 

elders of the people and placed them around the tent. 25 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and 

spoke to him, and took some of the Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. And as 

soon as the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied. But they did not continue doing it. 

26 Now two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the Spirit 

rested on them. They were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they 

prophesied in the camp. 27 And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying 

in the camp.” 28 And Joshua the son of Nun, the assistant of Moses from his youth, said, “My lord 

Moses, stop them.” 29 But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD's 

people were prophets, that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!” 30 And Moses and the elders of 

Israel returned to the camp. 

Quail and a Plague 

31 Then a wind from the LORD sprang up, and it brought quail from the sea and let them fall beside the 

camp, about a day's journey on this side and a day's journey on the other side, around the camp, and 

about two cubits[b] above the ground. 32 And the people rose all that day and all night and all the next 

day, and gathered the quail. Those who gathered least gathered ten homers.[c] And they spread them 

out for themselves all around the camp. 33 While the meat was yet between their teeth, before it was 

consumed, the anger of the LORD was kindled against the people, and the LORD struck down the 

people with a very great plague. 34 Therefore the name of that place was called Kibroth-hattaavah,[d] 

because there they buried the people who had the craving. 35 From Kibroth-hattaavah the people 

journeyed to Hazeroth, and they remained at Hazeroth. 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Neighborhood 

• Thank God for the churches in each neighborhood that are engaged with the local residents. 

• Thank him for calling Christians to share their lives with their neighbors and seek their 

flourishing. 

Look down, O Lord, from your heavenly throne, and illuminate this night with your celestial 

brightness; that by night as by day your people may glorify your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. (BCP 133) 
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Benediction 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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