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Formation Devotional 
June 26, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Remind yourself that this morning marks another day to enjoy and glorify God. Use this email as you are able, 

in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the 

way I should go, for to you I entrust my life. (Psalm 143:8) 

Opening Prayer 

 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with 

compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; 

break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and 

confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may 

serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 815) 

Confession of Sin 

Almighty God, you are generous in abundance. You have given to us gifts that we do not deserve. 

You have called us from death to life, granted us forgiveness through the death and resurrection of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, given us the Holy Spirit, and made us your children. 

You have provided for us, both spiritually and materially. Yet we have failed to be thankful and to 

rejoice in your goodness. We have ignored you and neglected to give you the praise that is due your 

name. 

Forgive us for our ingratitude. Give us eyes that see your hand at work in all areas of our life. Enable 

us to realize that every good thing comes from you. And deepen our gratitude so that we might serve 

you with undivided and joyful hearts. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“‘Yet even now,’ declares the LORD, ‘return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and 

with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments.’ Return to the LORD your God, for he is 

gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over 

disaster.”  (Joel 2:12-13) 
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Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 98 

Make a Joyful Noise to the LORD 

A Psalm. 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, 

    for he has done marvelous things! 

His right hand and his holy arm 

    have worked salvation for him. 

2 The LORD has made known his salvation; 

    he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

    to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

    the salvation of our God. 

4 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

    break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 

    with the lyre and the sound of melody! 

6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

    make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 

7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

    the world and those who dwell in it! 

8 Let the rivers clap their hands; 

    let the hills sing for joy together 
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9 before the LORD, for he comes 

    to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

    and the peoples with equity. 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
Romans—The most systematic of Paul’s epistles. This letter explains the plan of salvation for the 

Gentiles and the Jews. The Apostle Paul wrote it roughly about 56-57 A.D. Paul wrote the letter to the 

believers in Rome, hence the name “Romans”. He wrote it to give them a concrete theological 

foundation on which to construct their faith and to live for and serve God effectively. The Book of 

Romans is primarily a work of doctrine and can be divided into four sections: righteousness needed, 

1:18–3:20; righteousness provided, 3:21–8:39; righteousness vindicated, 9:1–11:36; righteousness 

practiced, 12:1–15:13. The main theme of this letter is obvious of course—righteousness. 

Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Romans 12 

A Living Sacrifice 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers,[a] by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.[b] 2 Do not be conformed to this world,[c] 

but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of 

God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.[d] 

Gifts of Grace 

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than 

he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God 

has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members,[e] and the members do not all have the 

same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 

another. 6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in 

proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who 

exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads,[f] with zeal; the 

one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

Marks of the True Christian 

9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one another with brotherly 

affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit,[g] serve 
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the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of 

the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep 

with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the 

lowly.[h] Never be wise in your own sight. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is 

honorable in the sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, 

never avenge yourselves, but leave it[i] to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will 

repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 

something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome 

by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Neighborhood 

• Pray for Christians in Columbia, that they would work in unity to spend themselves on behalf 

of the poor, hungry, and oppressed. 

• Pray for families in crisis or struggling to make ends meet, that they would find the support 

from local church communities and the services from local organizations they need to thrive. 

• Pray for our elderly neighbors who are living by themselves, without family close by, and 

experiencing the difficulties of aging. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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