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Formation Devotional 
June 3, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Enter into this time expectantly, knowing that God delights to reveal himself to you. Use this email as you are 

able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

But I will sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing of your love; for you are my fortress, my 

refuge in times of trouble. (Psalm 59:16) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your grace 

we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of 

our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. (BCP 230) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 
God of love, it is your will that we should love you with heart, soul, mind, strength, and our neighbor 

as ourselves, but we are not sufficient for these things. We confess that our affections continually turn 

away from you: from purity to lust, from freedom to slavery, from compassion to indifference, from 

fullness to emptiness. Have mercy on us. Order our lives by your holy Word, and make your 

commandments the joy of our hearts. Conform us to the image of your loving Son, Jesus, so that we 

may shine before the world to your glory. Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of 

works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration 

and renewal of the Holy Spirit.”  (Titus 3:4-5) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 65 

O God of Our Salvation 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. A Song. 

Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion, 

    and to you shall vows be performed. 

2 O you who hear prayer, 

    to you shall all flesh come. 

3 When iniquities prevail against me, 

    you atone for our transgressions. 

4 Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, 

    to dwell in your courts! 

We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, 

    the holiness of your temple! 

5 By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness, 

    O God of our salvation, 

the hope of all the ends of the earth 

    and of the farthest seas; 

6 the one who by his strength established the mountains, 

    being girded with might; 

7 who stills the roaring of the seas, 

    the roaring of their waves, 

    the tumult of the peoples, 

8 so that those who dwell at the ends of the earth are in awe at your signs. 

You make the going out of the morning and the evening to shout for joy. 

9 You visit the earth and water it; 

http://www.ccotc.org/


 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  3 

    you greatly enrich it; 

the river of God is full of water; 

    you provide their grain, 

    for so you have prepared it. 

10 You water its furrows abundantly, 

    settling its ridges, 

softening it with showers, 

    and blessing its growth. 

11 You crown the year with your bounty; 

    your wagon tracks overflow with abundance. 

12 The pastures of the wilderness overflow, 

    the hills gird themselves with joy, 

13 the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, 

    the valleys deck themselves with grain, 

    they shout and sing together for joy. 

 

New Testament Reading 

 

Acts, as it is commonly called, is a second volume of the Gospel of Luke. Both were likely written by 

Luke, an early Christian who traveled with the apostle Paul. Luke was probably a physician or doctor 

and was also a Gentile, or non-Jewish Christian. The gospel of Luke functions as the first volume of 

the set, detailing the story of Jesus, while Acts functions as a second volume, telling the stories of the 

apostles, or messengers, of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Scholars believe both volumes were written 

about 50 or more years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Acts 23 

And looking intently at the council, Paul said, “Brothers, I have lived my life before God in all good 

conscience up to this day.” 2 And the high priest Ananias commanded those who stood by him to 

strike him on the mouth. 3 Then Paul said to him, “God is going to strike you, you whitewashed wall! 
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Are you sitting to judge me according to the law, and yet contrary to the law you order me to be 

struck?” 4 Those who stood by said, “Would you revile God's high priest?” 5 And Paul said, “I did not 

know, brothers, that he was the high priest, for it is written, ‘You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your 

people.’” 

6 Now when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the 

council, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It is with respect to the hope and the 

resurrection of the dead that I am on trial.” 7 And when he had said this, a dissension arose between 

the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 8 For the Sadducees say that there is 

no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all. 9 Then a great clamor 

arose, and some of the scribes of the Pharisees' party stood up and contended sharply, “We find 

nothing wrong in this man. What if a spirit or an angel spoke to him?” 10 And when the dissension 

became violent, the tribune, afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces by them, commanded the 

soldiers to go down and take him away from among them by force and bring him into the barracks. 

11 The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you have testified to the 

facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome.” 

A Plot to Kill Paul 

12 When it was day, the Jews made a plot and bound themselves by an oath neither to eat nor drink till 

they had killed Paul. 13 There were more than forty who made this conspiracy. 14 They went to the chief 

priests and elders and said, “We have strictly bound ourselves by an oath to taste no food till we have 

killed Paul. 15 Now therefore you, along with the council, give notice to the tribune to bring him down 

to you, as though you were going to determine his case more exactly. And we are ready to kill him 

before he comes near.” 

16 Now the son of Paul's sister heard of their ambush, so he went and entered the barracks and told 

Paul. 17 Paul called one of the centurions and said, “Take this young man to the tribune, for he has 

something to tell him.” 18 So he took him and brought him to the tribune and said, “Paul the prisoner 

called me and asked me to bring this young man to you, as he has something to say to you.” 19 The 

tribune took him by the hand, and going aside asked him privately, “What is it that you have to tell 

me?” 20 And he said, “The Jews have agreed to ask you to bring Paul down to the council tomorrow, as 

though they were going to inquire somewhat more closely about him. 21 But do not be persuaded by 

them, for more than forty of their men are lying in ambush for him, who have bound themselves by 

an oath neither to eat nor drink till they have killed him. And now they are ready, waiting for your 

consent.” 22 So the tribune dismissed the young man, charging him, “Tell no one that you have 

informed me of these things.” 

Paul Sent to Felix the Governor 

23 Then he called two of the centurions and said, “Get ready two hundred soldiers, with seventy 

horsemen and two hundred spearmen to go as far as Caesarea at the third hour of the night. 24 Also 

provide mounts for Paul to ride and bring him safely to Felix the governor.” 25 And he wrote a letter to 

this effect: 
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26 “Claudius Lysias, to his Excellency the governor Felix, greetings. 27 This man was seized by the Jews 

and was about to be killed by them when I came upon them with the soldiers and rescued him, 

having learned that he was a Roman citizen. 28 And desiring to know the charge for which they were 

accusing him, I brought him down to their council. 29 I found that he was being accused about 

questions of their law, but charged with nothing deserving death or imprisonment. 30 And when it was 

disclosed to me that there would be a plot against the man, I sent him to you at once, ordering his 

accusers also to state before you what they have against him.” 

31 So the soldiers, according to their instructions, took Paul and brought him by night to Antipatris. 32 

And on the next day they returned to the barracks, letting the horsemen go on with him. 33 When they 

had come to Caesarea and delivered the letter to the governor, they presented Paul also before him. 34 

On reading the letter, he asked what province he was from. And when he learned that he was from 

Cilicia, 35 he said, “I will give you a hearing when your accusers arrive.” And he commanded him to be 

guarded in Herod's praetorium. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Church Community 

• Pray for Christ Covenant’s elders: for wisdom, humility, and courage as they serve the church 

and community. 

• Pray for the global church, especially in Asia. Praise God for the incredible growth of the 

church throughout Asia. Pray for the challenges that mark parts of the region: the persecution 

of underground churches, human trafficking, religious extremism. 

• Pray for the other churches in our community: that God would guide their ministries, provide 

needed resources, and raise up new leaders. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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