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Formation Devotional 
June 4, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Rejoice and be glad, for your father invites you into his loving presence. Use this email as you are able, in whole 

or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy we have been born anew 

to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 1:3) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty God, whose Son had nowhere to lay his head: Grant that those who live alone may not be 

lonely in their solitude, but that, following in his steps, they may find fulfillment in loving you and 

their neighbors; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 829) 

Confession of Sin 

 
God of love, it is your will that we should love you with heart, soul, mind, strength, and our neighbor 

as ourselves, but we are not sufficient for these things. We confess that our affections continually turn 

away from you: from purity to lust, from freedom to slavery, from compassion to indifference, from 

fullness to emptiness. Have mercy on us. Order our lives by your holy Word, and make your 

commandments the joy of our hearts. Conform us to the image of your loving Son, Jesus, so that we 

may shine before the world to your glory. Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of 

works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration 

and renewal of the Holy Spirit.”  (Titus 3:4-5) 

 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 67 

Make Your Face Shine upon Us 

To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments. A Psalm. A Song. 

May God be gracious to us and bless us 

    and make his face to shine upon us, Selah 

2 that your way may be known on earth, 

    your saving power among all nations. 

3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

    let all the peoples praise you! 

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

    for you judge the peoples with equity 

    and guide the nations upon earth. Selah 

5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

    let all the peoples praise you! 

6 The earth has yielded its increase; 

    God, our God, shall bless us. 

7 God shall bless us; 

    let all the ends of the earth fear him! 

 

New Testament Reading 

 

Acts, as it is commonly called, is a second volume of the Gospel of Luke. Both were likely written by 

Luke, an early Christian who traveled with the apostle Paul. Luke was probably a physician or doctor 

and was also a Gentile, or non-Jewish Christian. The gospel of Luke functions as the first volume of 

the set, detailing the story of Jesus, while Acts functions as a second volume, telling the stories of the 

apostles, or messengers, of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Scholars believe both volumes were written 

about 50 or more years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 
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Acts 24 

Paul Before Felix at Caesarea 

And after five days the high priest Ananias came down with some elders and a spokesman, one 

Tertullus. They laid before the governor their case against Paul. 2 And when he had been summoned, 

Tertullus began to accuse him, saying: 

“Since through you we enjoy much peace, and since by your foresight, most excellent Felix, reforms 

are being made for this nation, 3 in every way and everywhere we accept this with all gratitude. 4 But, 

to detain you no further, I beg you in your kindness to hear us briefly. 5 For we have found this man a 

plague, one who stirs up riots among all the Jews throughout the world and is a ringleader of the sect 

of the Nazarenes. 6 He even tried to profane the temple, but we seized him. 8 By examining him 

yourself you will be able to find out from him about everything of which we accuse him.” 

9 The Jews also joined in the charge, affirming that all these things were so. 

10 And when the governor had nodded to him to speak, Paul replied: 

“Knowing that for many years you have been a judge over this nation, I cheerfully make my defense. 
11 You can verify that it is not more than twelve days since I went up to worship in Jerusalem, 12 and 

they did not find me disputing with anyone or stirring up a crowd, either in the temple or in the 

synagogues or in the city. 13 Neither can they prove to you what they now bring up against me. 14 But 

this I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call a sect, I worship the God of our 

fathers, believing everything laid down by the Law and written in the Prophets, 15 having a hope in 

God, which these men themselves accept, that there will be a resurrection of both the just and the 

unjust. 16 So I always take pains to have a clear conscience toward both God and man. 17 Now after 

several years I came to bring alms to my nation and to present offerings. 18 While I was doing this, they 

found me purified in the temple, without any crowd or tumult. But some Jews from Asia— 19 they 

ought to be here before you and to make an accusation, should they have anything against me. 20 Or 

else let these men themselves say what wrongdoing they found when I stood before the council, 21 

other than this one thing that I cried out while standing among them: ‘It is with respect to the 

resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you this day.’” 

Paul Kept in Custody 

22 But Felix, having a rather accurate knowledge of the Way, put them off, saying, “When Lysias the 

tribune comes down, I will decide your case.” 23 Then he gave orders to the centurion that he should be 

kept in custody but have some liberty, and that none of his friends should be prevented from 

attending to his needs. 

24 After some days Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, and he sent for Paul and heard 

him speak about faith in Christ Jesus. 25 And as he reasoned about righteousness and self-control and 

the coming judgment, Felix was alarmed and said, “Go away for the present. When I get an 

opportunity I will summon you.” 26 At the same time he hoped that money would be given him by 
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Paul. So he sent for him often and conversed with him. 27 When two years had elapsed, Felix was 

succeeded by Porcius Festus. And desiring to do the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul in prison. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Relationships 

• Pray for healthy relationships between church members at Christ Covenant and that deep 

friendships and marriages would be formed. 

• Pray that Christians would not over or under value any one marital status. That we would 

celebrate our different giftedness and consider both marriage and singleness as God-ordained 

capacities for love and service to others. 

• Pray that Christ Covenant would be a place where friendships across difference are cultivated 

(across gender, race, class, political and religious lines, etc.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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