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Formation Devotional 
June 5, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Remind yourself that this morning marks another day to enjoy and glorify God. Use this email as you are able, 

in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. 

(Psalm 90:14) 

Opening Prayer 

 
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of 

your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly 

treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP 234) 

Confession of Sin 

 

God of love, it is your will that we should love you with heart, soul, mind, strength, and our neighbor 

as ourselves, but we are not sufficient for these things. We confess that our affections continually turn 

away from you: from purity to lust, from freedom to slavery, from compassion to indifference, from 

fullness to emptiness. Have mercy on us. Order our lives by your holy Word, and make your 

commandments the joy of our hearts. Conform us to the image of your loving Son, Jesus, so that we 

may shine before the world to your glory. Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of 

works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration 

and renewal of the Holy Spirit.”  (Titus 3:4-5) 

 

 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 69 
 

Save Me, O God 

To the choirmaster: according to Lilies. Of David. 

Save me, O God! 

    For the waters have come up to my neck. 

2 I sink in deep mire, 

    where there is no foothold; 

I have come into deep waters, 

    and the flood sweeps over me. 

3 I am weary with my crying out; 

    my throat is parched. 

My eyes grow dim 

    with waiting for my God. 

4 More in number than the hairs of my head 

    are those who hate me without cause; 

mighty are those who would destroy me, 

    those who attack me with lies. 

What I did not steal 

    must I now restore? 

5 O God, you know my folly; 

    the wrongs I have done are not hidden from you. 

6 Let not those who hope in you be put to shame through me, 

    O Lord GOD of hosts; 

let not those who seek you be brought to dishonor through me, 

    O God of Israel. 
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7 For it is for your sake that I have borne reproach, 

    that dishonor has covered my face. 

8 I have become a stranger to my brothers, 

    an alien to my mother's sons. 

9 For zeal for your house has consumed me, 

    and the reproaches of those who reproach you have fallen on me. 

10 When I wept and humbled my soul with fasting, 

    it became my reproach. 

11 When I made sackcloth my clothing, 

    I became a byword to them. 

12 I am the talk of those who sit in the gate, 

    and the drunkards make songs about me. 

13 But as for me, my prayer is to you, O LORD. 

    At an acceptable time, O God, 

    in the abundance of your steadfast love answer me in your saving faithfulness. 

14 Deliver me 

    from sinking in the mire; 

let me be delivered from my enemies 

    and from the deep waters. 

15 Let not the flood sweep over me, 

    or the deep swallow me up, 

    or the pit close its mouth over me. 

16 Answer me, O LORD, for your steadfast love is good; 

    according to your abundant mercy, turn to me. 

17 Hide not your face from your servant, 
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    for I am in distress; make haste to answer me. 

18 Draw near to my soul, redeem me; 

    ransom me because of my enemies! 

19 You know my reproach, 

    and my shame and my dishonor; 

    my foes are all known to you. 

20 Reproaches have broken my heart, 

    so that I am in despair. 

I looked for pity, but there was none, 

    and for comforters, but I found none. 

21 They gave me poison for food, 

    and for my thirst they gave me sour wine to drink. 

22 Let their own table before them become a snare; 

    and when they are at peace, let it become a trap. 

23 Let their eyes be darkened, so that they cannot see, 

    and make their loins tremble continually. 

24 Pour out your indignation upon them, 

    and let your burning anger overtake them. 

25 May their camp be a desolation; 

    let no one dwell in their tents. 

26 For they persecute him whom you have struck down, 

    and they recount the pain of those you have wounded. 

27 Add to them punishment upon punishment; 

    may they have no acquittal from you. 

28 Let them be blotted out of the book of the living; 
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    let them not be enrolled among the righteous. 

29 But I am afflicted and in pain; 

    let your salvation, O God, set me on high! 

30 I will praise the name of God with a song; 

    I will magnify him with thanksgiving. 

31 This will please the LORD more than an ox 

    or a bull with horns and hoofs. 

32 When the humble see it they will be glad; 

    you who seek God, let your hearts revive. 

33 For the LORD hears the needy 

    and does not despise his own people who are prisoners. 

34 Let heaven and earth praise him, 

    the seas and everything that moves in them. 

35 For God will save Zion 

    and build up the cities of Judah, 

and people shall dwell there and possess it; 

36     the offspring of his servants shall inherit it, 

    and those who love his name shall dwell in it. 

New Testament Reading 

 

Acts, as it is commonly called, is a second volume of the Gospel of Luke. Both were likely written by 

Luke, an early Christian who traveled with the apostle Paul. Luke was probably a physician or doctor 

and was also a Gentile, or non-Jewish Christian. The gospel of Luke functions as the first volume of 

the set, detailing the story of Jesus, while Acts functions as a second volume, telling the stories of the 

apostles, or messengers, of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Scholars believe both volumes were written 

about 50 or more years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 
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Acts 25 

Paul Appeals to Caesar 

Now three days after Festus had arrived in the province, he went up to Jerusalem from Caesarea. 2 

And the chief priests and the principal men of the Jews laid out their case against Paul, and they 

urged him, 3 asking as a favor against Paul that he summon him to Jerusalem—because they were 

planning an ambush to kill him on the way. 4 Festus replied that Paul was being kept at Caesarea and 

that he himself intended to go there shortly. 5 “So,” said he, “let the men of authority among you go 

down with me, and if there is anything wrong about the man, let them bring charges against him.” 

6 After he stayed among them not more than eight or ten days, he went down to Caesarea. And the 

next day he took his seat on the tribunal and ordered Paul to be brought. 7 When he had arrived, the 

Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood around him, bringing many and serious charges 

against him that they could not prove. 8 Paul argued in his defense, “Neither against the law of the 

Jews, nor against the temple, nor against Caesar have I committed any offense.” 9 But Festus, wishing 

to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, “Do you wish to go up to Jerusalem and there be tried on these 

charges before me?” 10 But Paul said, “I am standing before Caesar's tribunal, where I ought to be tried. 

To the Jews I have done no wrong, as you yourself know very well. 11 If then I am a wrongdoer and 

have committed anything for which I deserve to die, I do not seek to escape death. But if there is 

nothing to their charges against me, no one can give me up to them. I appeal to Caesar.” 12 Then Festus, 

when he had conferred with his council, answered, “To Caesar you have appealed; to Caesar you 

shall go.” 

Paul Before Agrippa and Bernice 

13 Now when some days had passed, Agrippa the king and Bernice arrived at Caesarea and greeted 

Festus. 14 And as they stayed there many days, Festus laid Paul's case before the king, saying, “There is 

a man left prisoner by Felix, 15 and when I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews 

laid out their case against him, asking for a sentence of condemnation against him. 16 I answered them 

that it was not the custom of the Romans to give up anyone before the accused met the accusers face 

to face and had opportunity to make his defense concerning the charge laid against him. 17 So when 

they came together here, I made no delay, but on the next day took my seat on the tribunal and 

ordered the man to be brought. 18 When the accusers stood up, they brought no charge in his case of 

such evils as I supposed. 19 Rather they had certain points of dispute with him about their own religion 

and about a certain Jesus, who was dead, but whom Paul asserted to be alive. 20 Being at a loss how to 

investigate these questions, I asked whether he wanted to go to Jerusalem and be tried there 

regarding them. 21 But when Paul had appealed to be kept in custody for the decision of the emperor, I 

ordered him to be held until I could send him to Caesar.” 22 Then Agrippa said to Festus, “I would like 

to hear the man myself.” “Tomorrow,” said he, “you will hear him.” 

23 So on the next day Agrippa and Bernice came with great pomp, and they entered the audience hall 

with the military tribunes and the prominent men of the city. Then, at the command of Festus, Paul 

was brought in. 24 And Festus said, “King Agrippa and all who are present with us, you see this man 

about whom the whole Jewish people petitioned me, both in Jerusalem and here, shouting that he 

ought not to live any longer. 25 But I found that he had done nothing deserving death. And as he 
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himself appealed to the emperor, I decided to go ahead and send him. 26 But I have nothing definite to 

write to my lord about him. Therefore I have brought him before you all, and especially before you, 

King Agrippa, so that, after we have examined him, I may have something to write. 27 For it seems to 

me unreasonable, in sending a prisoner, not to indicate the charges against him.” 

Prayers of Intercession 

Neighborhood 

• Pray that Christians would oppose injustice in all forms and work towards racial 

reconciliation and healing in their communities. 

• Pray for strength as immigrants to our community transition into a new culture and way of 

life. Pray that they would be surrounded by encouraging neighbors and find jobs to support 

their families. 

• Pray that formerly incarcerated men and women would be welcomed back by friends and 

family with love and grace. Pray that severed relationships would be mended and 

strengthened. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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