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Formation Devotional 
June 8, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you enter into his presence this morning, remember that God is with you and for you, because he loves you. 

Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait 

expectantly. (Psalm 5:3) 

Opening Prayer 

 
O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living creature: Make us 

always thankful for your loving providence; and grant that we, remembering the account that we 

must one day give, may be faithful stewards of your good gifts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP 259) 

Confession of Sin 

 

O Lord, we have not longed for your coming and your kingdom as we ought. We have not denied 

ourselves, taken up the cross and followed you. Instead, clinging to the things of this world and 

counting them dear, we have grown callous to the needs of the poor, the lonely and the suffering. We 

have not cried out for justice nor cared about those who are without Christ and without hope in this 

world. Lord, forgive us for our offenses and grant that by the power of your Spirit, we might live in 

light of your coming again. Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake his 

way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion 

on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”  (Isaiah 55:6-7) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 71 

Forsake Me Not When My Strength Is Spent 
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In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; 

    let me never be put to shame! 

2 In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; 

    incline your ear to me, and save me! 

3 Be to me a rock of refuge, 

    to which I may continually come; 

you have given the command to save me, 

    for you are my rock and my fortress. 

4 Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, 

    from the grasp of the unjust and cruel man. 

5 For you, O Lord, are my hope, 

    my trust, O LORD, from my youth. 

6 Upon you I have leaned from before my birth; 

    you are he who took me from my mother's womb. 

My praise is continually of you. 

7 I have been as a portent to many, 

    but you are my strong refuge. 

8 My mouth is filled with your praise, 

    and with your glory all the day. 

9 Do not cast me off in the time of old age; 

    forsake me not when my strength is spent. 

10 For my enemies speak concerning me; 

    those who watch for my life consult together 

11 and say, “God has forsaken him; 

    pursue and seize him, 
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    for there is none to deliver him.” 

12 O God, be not far from me; 

    O my God, make haste to help me! 

13 May my accusers be put to shame and consumed; 

    with scorn and disgrace may they be covered 

    who seek my hurt. 

14 But I will hope continually 

    and will praise you yet more and more. 

15 My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, 

    of your deeds of salvation all the day, 

    for their number is past my knowledge. 

16 With the mighty deeds of the Lord GOD I will come; 

    I will remind them of your righteousness, yours alone. 

17 O God, from my youth you have taught me, 

    and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. 

18 So even to old age and gray hairs, 

    O God, do not forsake me, 

until I proclaim your might to another generation, 

    your power to all those to come. 

19 Your righteousness, O God, 

    reaches the high heavens. 

You who have done great things, 

    O God, who is like you? 

20 You who have made me see many troubles and calamities 

    will revive me again; 
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from the depths of the earth 

    you will bring me up again. 

21 You will increase my greatness 

    and comfort me again. 

22 I will also praise you with the harp 

    for your faithfulness, O my God; 

I will sing praises to you with the lyre, 

    O Holy One of Israel. 

23 My lips will shout for joy, 

    when I sing praises to you; 

    my soul also, which you have redeemed. 

24 And my tongue will talk of your righteous help all the day long, 

for they have been put to shame and disappointed 

    who sought to do me hurt. 

 

New Testament Reading 

 

Acts, as it is commonly called, is a second volume of the Gospel of Luke. Both were likely written by 

Luke, an early Christian who traveled with the apostle Paul. Luke was probably a physician or doctor 

and was also a Gentile, or non-Jewish Christian. The gospel of Luke functions as the first volume of 

the set, detailing the story of Jesus, while Acts functions as a second volume, telling the stories of the 

apostles, or messengers, of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Scholars believe both volumes were written 

about 50 or more years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Acts 26 

Paul's Defense Before Agrippa 

So Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for yourself.” Then Paul stretched out his 

hand and made his defense: 
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2 “I consider myself fortunate that it is before you, King Agrippa, I am going to make my defense 

today against all the accusations of the Jews, 3 especially because you are familiar with all the customs 

and controversies of the Jews. Therefore I beg you to listen to me patiently. 

4 “My manner of life from my youth, spent from the beginning among my own nation and in 

Jerusalem, is known by all the Jews. 5 They have known for a long time, if they are willing to testify, 

that according to the strictest party of our religion I have lived as a Pharisee. 6 And now I stand here 

on trial because of my hope in the promise made by God to our fathers, 7 to which our twelve tribes 

hope to attain, as they earnestly worship night and day. And for this hope I am accused by Jews, O 

king! 8 Why is it thought incredible by any of you that God raises the dead? 

9 “I myself was convinced that I ought to do many things in opposing the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 

And I did so in Jerusalem. I not only locked up many of the saints in prison after receiving authority 

from the chief priests, but when they were put to death I cast my vote against them. 11 And I punished 

them often in all the synagogues and tried to make them blaspheme, and in raging fury against them I 

persecuted them even to foreign cities. 

Paul Tells of His Conversion 

12 “In this connection I journeyed to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. 13 

At midday, O king, I saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, that shone around 

me and those who journeyed with me. 14 And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice 

saying to me in the Hebrew language,[a] ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to 

kick against the goads.’ 15 And I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you 

are persecuting. 16 But rise and stand upon your feet, for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to 

appoint you as a servant and witness to the things in which you have seen me and to those in which I 

will appear to you, 17 delivering you from your people and from the Gentiles—to whom I am sending 

you 18 to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to 

God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in 

me.’ 

19 “Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 20 but declared first to those 

in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout all the region of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that 

they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds in keeping with their repentance. 21 For this 

reason the Jews seized me in the temple and tried to kill me. 22 To this day I have had the help that 

comes from God, and so I stand here testifying both to small and great, saying nothing but what the 

prophets and Moses said would come to pass: 23 that the Christ must suffer and that, by being the first 

to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light both to our people and to the Gentiles.” 

24 And as he was saying these things in his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul, you are out of 

your mind; your great learning is driving you out of your mind.” 25 But Paul said, “I am not out of my 

mind, most excellent Festus, but I am speaking true and rational words. 26 For the king knows about 

these things, and to him I speak boldly. For I am persuaded that none of these things has escaped his 

notice, for this has not been done in a corner. 27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know 

that you believe.” 28 And Agrippa said to Paul, “In a short time would you persuade me to be a 
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Christian?”[b] 29 And Paul said, “Whether short or long, I would to God that not only you but also all 

who hear me this day might become such as I am—except for these chains.” 

30 Then the king rose, and the governor and Bernice and those who were sitting with them. 31 And when 

they had withdrawn, they said to one another, “This man is doing nothing to deserve death or 

imprisonment.” 32 And Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have been set free if he had not 

appealed to Caesar.” 

Prayers of Intercession 

Work / Calling 

• Pray for your industry and calling as a whole, that God’s redemptive purposes would be 

realized through it. Pray for integrity, compassion, excellence and justice in your field and 

calling. 

• Confess how you tend to work in ways that are conformed to the patterns of the world, rather 

than transformed by the renewal of your mind in Christ (Romans 12:2). 

• Pray for an attentiveness to the Spirit today in your work, that you might depend on Him in 

the opportunities and challenges of your day. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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