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Formation Devotional 
June 9, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Come into this time just as you are, like a child who runs to his father’s arms. Use this email as you are able, in 

whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

By day the Lord directs his love, at night his song is with me—a prayer to the God of my life. (Psalm 

42:8) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and love; and, that we may 

obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP 235) 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 74 

Arise, O God, Defend Your Cause 

A Maskil[a] of Asaph. 

O God, why do you cast us off forever? 

    Why does your anger smoke against the sheep of your pasture? 

2 Remember your congregation, which you have purchased of old, 
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    which you have redeemed to be the tribe of your heritage! 

    Remember Mount Zion, where you have dwelt. 

3 Direct your steps to the perpetual ruins; 

    the enemy has destroyed everything in the sanctuary! 

4 Your foes have roared in the midst of your meeting place; 

    they set up their own signs for signs. 

5 They were like those who swing axes 

    in a forest of trees.[b] 

6 And all its carved wood 

    they broke down with hatchets and hammers. 

7 They set your sanctuary on fire; 

    they profaned the dwelling place of your name, 

    bringing it down to the ground. 

8 They said to themselves, “We will utterly subdue them”; 

    they burned all the meeting places of God in the land. 

9 We do not see our signs; 

    there is no longer any prophet, 

    and there is none among us who knows how long. 

10 How long, O God, is the foe to scoff? 

    Is the enemy to revile your name forever? 

11 Why do you hold back your hand, your right hand? 

    Take it from the fold of your garment[c] and destroy them! 

12 Yet God my King is from of old, 

    working salvation in the midst of the earth. 

13 You divided the sea by your might; 
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    you broke the heads of the sea monsters[d] on the waters. 

14 You crushed the heads of Leviathan; 

    you gave him as food for the creatures of the wilderness. 

15 You split open springs and brooks; 

    you dried up ever-flowing streams. 

16 Yours is the day, yours also the night; 

    you have established the heavenly lights and the sun. 

17 You have fixed all the boundaries of the earth; 

    you have made summer and winter. 

18 Remember this, O LORD, how the enemy scoffs, 

    and a foolish people reviles your name. 

19 Do not deliver the soul of your dove to the wild beasts; 

    do not forget the life of your poor forever. 

20 Have regard for the covenant, 

    for the dark places of the land are full of the habitations of violence. 

21 Let not the downtrodden turn back in shame; 

    let the poor and needy praise your name. 

22 Arise, O God, defend your cause; 

    remember how the foolish scoff at you all the day! 

23 Do not forget the clamor of your foes, 

    the uproar of those who rise against you, which goes up continually! 

Old Testament Reading 

 
Leviticus establishes Jewish identity through the priesthood and festivals. With the number of 

commands concerning cleanliness and dedication to God, living a life that is pleasing to God becomes 

a daunting task. Yet Leviticus is filled with gems of wisdom when seen through the work of Christ. 
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As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Leviticus 25 

The Sabbath Year 

The LORD spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, 

When you come into the land that I give you, the land shall keep a Sabbath to the LORD. 3 For six years 

you shall sow your field, and for six years you shall prune your vineyard and gather in its fruits, 4 but 

in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a Sabbath to the LORD. You 

shall not sow your field or prune your vineyard. 5 You shall not reap what grows of itself in your 

harvest, or gather the grapes of your undressed vine. It shall be a year of solemn rest for the land. 6 The 

Sabbath of the land[a] shall provide food for you, for yourself and for your male and female slaves[b] and 

for your hired worker and the sojourner who lives with you, 7 and for your cattle and for the wild 

animals that are in your land: all its yield shall be for food. 

The Year of Jubilee 

8 “You shall count seven weeks[c] of years, seven times seven years, so that the time of the seven weeks 

of years shall give you forty-nine years. 9 Then you shall sound the loud trumpet on the tenth day of 

the seventh month. On the Day of Atonement you shall sound the trumpet throughout all your land. 10 

And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its 

inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you, when each of you shall return to his property and each of you 

shall return to his clan. 11 That fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; in it you shall neither sow nor 

reap what grows of itself nor gather the grapes from the undressed vines. 12 For it is a jubilee. It shall 

be holy to you. You may eat the produce of the field.[d] 

13 “In this year of jubilee each of you shall return to his property. 14 And if you make a sale to your 

neighbor or buy from your neighbor, you shall not wrong one another. 15 You shall pay your neighbor 

according to the number of years after the jubilee, and he shall sell to you according to the number of 

years for crops. 16 If the years are many, you shall increase the price, and if the years are few, you shall 

reduce the price, for it is the number of the crops that he is selling to you. 17 You shall not wrong one 

another, but you shall fear your God, for I am the LORD your God. 

18 “Therefore you shall do my statutes and keep my rules and perform them, and then you will dwell 

in the land securely. 19 The land will yield its fruit, and you will eat your fill and dwell in it securely. 20 

And if you say, ‘What shall we eat in the seventh year, if we may not sow or gather in our crop?’ 21 I 

will command my blessing on you in the sixth year, so that it will produce a crop sufficient for three 

years. 22 When you sow in the eighth year, you will be eating some of the old crop; you shall eat the old 

until the ninth year, when its crop arrives. 

Redemption of Property 

23 “The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is mine. For you are strangers and sojourners 

with me. 24 And in all the country you possess, you shall allow a redemption of the land. 
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25 “If your brother becomes poor and sells part of his property, then his nearest redeemer shall come 

and redeem what his brother has sold. 26 If a man has no one to redeem it and then himself becomes 

prosperous and finds sufficient means to redeem it, 27 let him calculate the years since he sold it and 

pay back the balance to the man to whom he sold it, and then return to his property. 28 But if he does 

not have sufficient means to recover it, then what he sold shall remain in the hand of the buyer until 

the year of jubilee. In the jubilee it shall be released, and he shall return to his property. 

29 “If a man sells a dwelling house in a walled city, he may redeem it within a year of its sale. For a full 

year he shall have the right of redemption. 30 If it is not redeemed within a full year, then the house in 

the walled city shall belong in perpetuity to the buyer, throughout his generations; it shall not be 

released in the jubilee. 31 But the houses of the villages that have no wall around them shall be 

classified with the fields of the land. They may be redeemed, and they shall be released in the jubilee. 
32 As for the cities of the Levites, the Levites may redeem at any time the houses in the cities they 

possess. 33 And if one of the Levites exercises his right of redemption, then the house that was sold in a 

city they possess shall be released in the jubilee. For the houses in the cities of the Levites are their 

possession among the people of Israel. 34 But the fields of pastureland belonging to their cities may not 

be sold, for that is their possession forever. 

Kindness for Poor Brothers 

35 “If your brother becomes poor and cannot maintain himself with you, you shall support him as 

though he were a stranger and a sojourner, and he shall live with you. 36 Take no interest from him or 

profit, but fear your God, that your brother may live beside you. 37 You shall not lend him your money 

at interest, nor give him your food for profit. 38 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan, and to be your God. 

39 “If your brother becomes poor beside you and sells himself to you, you shall not make him serve as a 

slave: 40 he shall be with you as a hired worker and as a sojourner. He shall serve with you until the 

year of the jubilee. 41 Then he shall go out from you, he and his children with him, and go back to his 

own clan and return to the possession of his fathers. 42 For they are my servants,[e] whom I brought out 

of the land of Egypt; they shall not be sold as slaves. 43 You shall not rule over him ruthlessly but shall 

fear your God. 44 As for your male and female slaves whom you may have: you may buy male and 

female slaves from among the nations that are around you. 45 You may also buy from among the 

strangers who sojourn with you and their clans that are with you, who have been born in your land, 

and they may be your property. 46 You may bequeath them to your sons after you to inherit as a 

possession forever. You may make slaves of them, but over your brothers the people of Israel you 

shall not rule, one over another ruthlessly. 

Redeeming a Poor Man 

47 “If a stranger or sojourner with you becomes rich, and your brother beside him becomes poor and 

sells himself to the stranger or sojourner with you or to a member of the stranger's clan, 48 then after he 

is sold he may be redeemed. One of his brothers may redeem him, 49 or his uncle or his cousin may 

redeem him, or a close relative from his clan may redeem him. Or if he grows rich he may redeem 

himself. 50 He shall calculate with his buyer from the year when he sold himself to him until the year of 

jubilee, and the price of his sale shall vary with the number of years. The time he was with his owner 
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shall be rated as the time of a hired worker. 51 If there are still many years left, he shall pay 

proportionately for his redemption some of his sale price. 52 If there remain but a few years until the 

year of jubilee, he shall calculate and pay for his redemption in proportion to his years of service. 53 He 

shall treat him as a worker hired year by year. He shall not rule ruthlessly over him in your sight. 54 

And if he is not redeemed by these means, then he and his children with him shall be released in the 

year of jubilee. 55 For it is to me that the people of Israel are servants.[f] They are my servants whom I 

brought out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God. 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Gospel Identity 

• Take a moment to look back on your day. Where was God drawing near to you in love? Thank 

him. 

• Thank God for forming the desire in your heart to seek him. 

• Thank him for meeting you in daily prayer and speaking to you through his Word. 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 

charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe 

the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. (BCP 70) 

Benediction 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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