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Formation Devotional 
June 9, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you read and pray this morning, remember you are in God’s presence. Trust in the Holy Spirit to guide you 

and direct your thoughts. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new 

every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22-23) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Almighty and eternal God, draw our hearts to you, guide our minds, fill our imaginations, control 

our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto you; and then use us as you will, and 

always to your glory and the welfare of your people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen. (BCP 832) 

Confession of Sin 

 
O Lord, we have not longed for your coming and your kingdom as we ought. We have not denied 

ourselves, taken up the cross and followed you. Instead, clinging to the things of this world and 

counting them dear, we have grown callous to the needs of the poor, the lonely and the suffering. We 

have not cried out for justice nor cared about those who are without Christ and without hope in this 

world. Lord, forgive us for our offenses and grant that by the power of your Spirit, we might live in 

light of your coming again. Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake his 

way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion 

on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”  (Isaiah 55:6-7) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 73 

Book Three 
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God Is My Strength and Portion Forever 

A Psalm of Asaph. 

Truly God is good to Israel, 

    to those who are pure in heart. 

2 But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled, 

    my steps had nearly slipped. 

3 For I was envious of the arrogant 

    when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 

4 For they have no pangs until death; 

    their bodies are fat and sleek. 

5 They are not in trouble as others are; 

    they are not stricken like the rest of mankind. 

6 Therefore pride is their necklace; 

    violence covers them as a garment. 

7 Their eyes swell out through fatness; 

    their hearts overflow with follies. 

8 They scoff and speak with malice; 

    loftily they threaten oppression. 

9 They set their mouths against the heavens, 

    and their tongue struts through the earth. 

10 Therefore his people turn back to them, 

    and find no fault in them.[a] 

11 And they say, “How can God know? 

    Is there knowledge in the Most High?” 

12 Behold, these are the wicked; 
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    always at ease, they increase in riches. 

13 All in vain have I kept my heart clean 

    and washed my hands in innocence. 

14 For all the day long I have been stricken 

    and rebuked every morning. 

15 If I had said, “I will speak thus,” 

    I would have betrayed the generation of your children. 

16 But when I thought how to understand this, 

    it seemed to me a wearisome task, 

17 until I went into the sanctuary of God; 

    then I discerned their end. 

18 Truly you set them in slippery places; 

    you make them fall to ruin. 

19 How they are destroyed in a moment, 

    swept away utterly by terrors! 

20 Like a dream when one awakes, 

    O Lord, when you rouse yourself, you despise them as phantoms. 

21 When my soul was embittered, 

    when I was pricked in heart, 

22 I was brutish and ignorant; 

    I was like a beast toward you. 

23 Nevertheless, I am continually with you; 

    you hold my right hand. 

24 You guide me with your counsel, 

    and afterward you will receive me to glory. 

http://www.ccotc.org/


 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  4 

25 Whom have I in heaven but you? 

    And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. 

26 My flesh and my heart may fail, 

    but God is the strength[b] of my heart and my portion forever. 

27 For behold, those who are far from you shall perish; 

    you put an end to everyone who is unfaithful to you. 

28 But for me it is good to be near God; 

    I have made the Lord GOD my refuge, 

    that I may tell of all your works. 

 

New Testament Reading 

 

Acts, as it is commonly called, is a second volume of the Gospel of Luke. Both were likely written by 

Luke, an early Christian who traveled with the apostle Paul. Luke was probably a physician or doctor 

and was also a Gentile, or non-Jewish Christian. The gospel of Luke functions as the first volume of 

the set, detailing the story of Jesus, while Acts functions as a second volume, telling the stories of the 

apostles, or messengers, of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Scholars believe both volumes were written 

about 50 or more years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Acts 27 

Paul Sails for Rome 

And when it was decided that we should sail for Italy, they delivered Paul and some other prisoners 

to a centurion of the Augustan Cohort named Julius. 2 And embarking in a ship of Adramyttium, 

which was about to sail to the ports along the coast of Asia, we put to sea, accompanied by 

Aristarchus, a Macedonian from Thessalonica. 3 The next day we put in at Sidon. And Julius treated 

Paul kindly and gave him leave to go to his friends and be cared for. 4 And putting out to sea from 

there we sailed under the lee of Cyprus, because the winds were against us. 5 And when we had sailed 

across the open sea along the coast of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra in Lycia. 6 There the 

centurion found a ship of Alexandria sailing for Italy and put us on board. 7 We sailed slowly for a 

number of days and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus, and as the wind did not allow us to go farther, 

we sailed under the lee of Crete off Salmone. 8 Coasting along it with difficulty, we came to a place 

called Fair Havens, near which was the city of Lasea. 

http://www.ccotc.org/
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9 Since much time had passed, and the voyage was now dangerous because even the Fast[a] was already 

over, Paul advised them, 10 saying, “Sirs, I perceive that the voyage will be with injury and much loss, 

not only of the cargo and the ship, but also of our lives.” 11 But the centurion paid more attention to the 

pilot and to the owner of the ship than to what Paul said. 12 And because the harbor was not suitable to 

spend the winter in, the majority decided to put out to sea from there, on the chance that somehow 

they could reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete, facing both southwest and northwest, and spend the 

winter there. 

The Storm at Sea 

13 Now when the south wind blew gently, supposing that they had obtained their purpose, they 

weighed anchor and sailed along Crete, close to the shore. 14 But soon a tempestuous wind, called the 

northeaster, struck down from the land. 15 And when the ship was caught and could not face the wind, 

we gave way to it and were driven along. 16 Running under the lee of a small island called Cauda,[b] we 

managed with difficulty to secure the ship's boat. 17 After hoisting it up, they used supports to 

undergird the ship. Then, fearing that they would run aground on the Syrtis, they lowered the gear,[c] 

and thus they were driven along. 18 Since we were violently storm-tossed, they began the next day to 

jettison the cargo. 19 And on the third day they threw the ship's tackle overboard with their own hands. 
20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope of our 

being saved was at last abandoned. 

21 Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul stood up among them and said, “Men, you 

should have listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and incurred this injury and loss. 22 Yet 

now I urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship. 23 For this 

very night there stood before me an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I worship, 24 and he 

said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar. And behold, God has granted you all 

those who sail with you.’ 25 So take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have 

been told. 26 But we must run aground on some island.” 

27 When the fourteenth night had come, as we were being driven across the Adriatic Sea, about 

midnight the sailors suspected that they were nearing land. 28 So they took a sounding and found 

twenty fathoms.[d] A little farther on they took a sounding again and found fifteen fathoms.[e] 29 And 

fearing that we might run on the rocks, they let down four anchors from the stern and prayed for day 

to come. 30 And as the sailors were seeking to escape from the ship, and had lowered the ship's boat 

into the sea under pretense of laying out anchors from the bow, 31 Paul said to the centurion and the 

soldiers, “Unless these men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved.” 32 Then the soldiers cut away the 

ropes of the ship's boat and let it go. 

33 As day was about to dawn, Paul urged them all to take some food, saying, “Today is the fourteenth 

day that you have continued in suspense and without food, having taken nothing. 34 Therefore I urge 

you to take some food. For it will give you strength,[f] for not a hair is to perish from the head of any of 

you.” 35 And when he had said these things, he took bread, and giving thanks to God in the presence of 

all he broke it and began to eat. 36 Then they all were encouraged and ate some food themselves. 37 (We 

were in all 276[g] persons in the ship.) 38 And when they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship, 

throwing out the wheat into the sea. 
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The Shipwreck 

39 Now when it was day, they did not recognize the land, but they noticed a bay with a beach, on 

which they planned if possible to run the ship ashore. 40 So they cast off the anchors and left them in 

the sea, at the same time loosening the ropes that tied the rudders. Then hoisting the foresail to the 

wind they made for the beach. 41 But striking a reef,[h] they ran the vessel aground. The bow stuck and 

remained immovable, and the stern was being broken up by the surf. 42 The soldiers' plan was to kill 

the prisoners, lest any should swim away and escape. 43 But the centurion, wishing to save Paul, kept 

them from carrying out their plan. He ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first and 

make for the land, 44 and the rest on planks or on pieces of the ship. And so it was that all were brought 

safely to land. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Gospel Identity 

• Ask God to deepen your devotional life. Pray that God would meet you in your daily prayer 

and speak to you through his Word. 

• Pray that God would help you to be prayerful and attentive to him throughout your day, 

paying attention to his love for you and how he is sending you to love others. 

• Pray that you would experience him more fully in the liturgy of Sunday worship, the Lord’s 

Supper, and in the preaching of his Word. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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