Formation Devotional
March 11, 2020 Morning

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Enter into this time expectantly, knowing that God delights to reveal himself to you. Use this email as you are
able, in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
But I will sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing of your love; for you are my fortress, my
refuge in times of trouble. (Psalm 59:16)

Opening Prayer
O God of all the nations of the earth: Remember the multitudes who have been created in your image
but have not known the redeeming work of our Savior Jesus Christ; and grant that, by the prayers
and labors of your holy Church, they may be brought to know and worship you as you have been
revealed in your Son; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen. (BCP 206)

Confession of Sin
Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo. Forgive what
our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has become for us a burden of
guilt and shame. Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a future in which we can
be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image; through Jesus
Christ, the light of the world. Amen.
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and respond in gratitude according to the
assurance of grace.
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:1)

Praying the Psalms
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ.

Psalm 101
I Will Walk with Integrity
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A Psalm of David.
I will sing of steadfast love and justice;
to you, O LORD, I will make music.
2

I will ponder the way that is blameless.
Oh when will you come to me?

I will walk with integrity of heart
within my house;
3

I will not set before my eyes
anything that is worthless.

I hate the work of those who fall away;
it shall not cling to me.
4

A perverse heart shall be far from me;
I will know nothing of evil.

5

Whoever slanders his neighbor secretly
I will destroy.

Whoever has a haughty look and an arrogant heart
I will not endure.
6

I will look with favor on the faithful in the land,
that they may dwell with me;

he who walks in the way that is blameless
shall minister to me.
7

No one who practices deceit
shall dwell in my house;

no one who utters lies
shall continue before my eyes.
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Morning by morning I will destroy
all the wicked in the land,

cutting off all the evildoers
from the city of the LORD.

New Testament Reading
Luke was a Gentile (non-Jewish) physician who wrote for sophisticated non-Jewish readers. He
records in great detail in order that Gentile readers would understand the universal appeal of the
gospel. Luke also wrote the book of Acts.
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take
them to God in prayer.

Luke 7
Jesus Heals a Centurion's Servant
After he had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. Now a
centurion had a servant who was sick and at the point of death, who was highly valued by him.
When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, asking him to come and heal
his servant. And when they came to Jesus, they pleaded with him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy to
have you do this for him, for he loves our nation, and he is the one who built us our synagogue.”
And Jesus went with them. When he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends, saying to
him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof. Therefore
I did not presume to come to you. But say the word, and let my servant be healed. For I too am a man
set under authority, with soldiers under me: and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another,
‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” When Jesus heard these things,
he marveled at him, and turning to the crowd that followed him, said, “I tell you, not even in Israel
have I found such faith.” And when those who had been sent returned to the house, they found the
servant well.
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Jesus Raises a Widow's Son
Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd went with him.
As he drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a man who had died was being carried out, the only
son of his mother, and she was a widow, and a considerable crowd from the town was with her. And
when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” Then he came up
and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” And
the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. Fear seized them all, and
they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has arisen among us!” and “God has visited his people!”
And this report about him spread through the whole of Judea and all the surrounding country.
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Messengers from John the Baptist
The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, calling two of his disciples to him,
sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And
when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the
one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’” In that hour he healed many people of diseases
and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. And he answered
them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk,
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to
them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”
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When John's messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did
you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see?
A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury
are in kings' courts. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a
prophet. This is he of whom it is written,
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“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’
I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the
kingdom of God is greater than he.” (When all the people heard this, and the tax collectors too, they
declared God just, having been baptized with the baptism of John, but the Pharisees and the lawyers
rejected the purpose of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.)
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“To what then shall I compare the people of this generation, and what are they like? They are like
children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another,
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“‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’
For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’
The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard,
a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by all her children.”
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A Sinful Woman Forgiven
One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house and reclined
at table. And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining
at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, and standing behind him at
his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head
and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee who had invited
him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what
sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.” And Jesus answering said to him,
“Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.”
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“A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.
When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?”
Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him,
“You have judged rightly.” Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this
woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her
tears and wiped them with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not
ceased to kiss my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with
ointment. Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he
who is forgiven little, loves little.” And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” Then those who
were at table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” And
he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”
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Prayers of Intercession
Church Community
•
•

•

Pray for Christ Covenants youth and children’s ministry leaders: for joy, compassion, and
energy as they serve the church and the city.
Pray for the global church, especially for Christians in Latin America: protection from drugrelated violence, the prosperity gospel’s false promises to be exposed, and Bible-based
teaching.
Pray also for Christians in North America: for unity that transcends ethnicity, college
ministries to reach international students and those falling away from faith, and boldness
against spiritual complacency.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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