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Formation Devotional 
March 18, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Enter into this time expectantly, knowing that God delights to reveal himself to you. Use this email as you are 

able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 

The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. (Habakkuk 2:20) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth and peace. Where it is 

corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in any thing it is amiss, reform it. Where it is 

right, strengthen it; where it is in want, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of 

Jesus Christ your Son our Savior. Amen. (BCP 816) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We 

have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have left undone those things 

which we ought to have done; and we have done those things which we ought not to have done; and 

there is no health in us. But you, O Lord, have mercy upon us. And grant, O most merciful Father, for 

Jesus’ sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous and joyful life, to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen. 

 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 

but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 

that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever 

does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of 

God.  (John 3:16-18) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 111 

Great Are the LORD's Works 

    Praise the LORD! 

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 

    in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 

2 Great are the works of the LORD, 

    studied by all who delight in them. 

3 Full of splendor and majesty is his work, 

    and his righteousness endures forever. 

4 He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; 

    the LORD is gracious and merciful. 

5 He provides food for those who fear him; 

    he remembers his covenant forever. 

6 He has shown his people the power of his works, 

    in giving them the inheritance of the nations. 

7 The works of his hands are faithful and just; 

    all his precepts are trustworthy; 

8 they are established forever and ever, 

    to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 

9 He sent redemption to his people; 

    he has commanded his covenant forever. 

    Holy and awesome is his name! 

10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 

    all those who practice it have a good understanding. 

    His praise endures forever! 
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New Testament Reading 

 
Luke was a Gentile (non-Jewish) physician who wrote for sophisticated non-Jewish readers. He 

records in great detail in order that Gentile readers would understand the universal appeal of the 

gospel. Luke also wrote the book of Acts. 

 

Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Luke 12 

Beware of the Leaven of the Pharisees 

In the meantime, when so many thousands of the people had gathered together that they were 

trampling one another, he began to say to his disciples first, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, 

which is hypocrisy. 2 Nothing is covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be 

known. 3 Therefore whatever you have said in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you have 

whispered in private rooms shall be proclaimed on the housetops. 

Have No Fear 

4 “I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have nothing more that 

they can do. 5 But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to cast 

into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! 6 Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of them is 

forgotten before God. 7 Why, even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not; you are of more 

value than many sparrows. 

Acknowledge Christ Before Men 

8 “And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man also will acknowledge 

before the angels of God, 9 but the one who denies me before men will be denied before the angels of 

God. 10 And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but the one who 

blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. 11 And when they bring you before the 

synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not be anxious about how you should defend 

yourself or what you should say, 12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought 

to say.” 

The Parable of the Rich Fool 

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 14 But 

he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take 

care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of 

his possessions.” 16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 

and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I 
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will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and 

my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 

drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things 

you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not 

rich toward God.” 

Do Not Be Anxious 

22 And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will 

eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23 For life is more than food, and the body more than 

clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and 

yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 25 And which of you by being 

anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 26 If then you are not able to do as small a thing as 

that, why are you anxious about the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor 

spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28 But if God so 

clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much 

more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29 And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are 

to drink, nor be worried. 30 For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father 

knows that you need them. 31 Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 

32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your 

possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a 

treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For 

where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

You Must Be Ready 

35 “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36 and be like men who are waiting for their 

master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he 

comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I 

say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve 

them. 38 If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those 

servants! 39 But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was 

coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of 

Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

41 Peter said, “Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for all?” 42 And the Lord said, “Who then is the 

faithful and wise manager, whom his master will set over his household, to give them their portion of 

food at the proper time? 43 Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. 44 

Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all his possessions. 45 But if that servant says to himself, ‘My 

master is delayed in coming,’ and begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink 

and get drunk, 46 the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an 

hour he does not know, and will cut him in pieces and put him with the unfaithful. 47 And that servant 

who knew his master's will but did not get ready or act according to his will, will receive a severe 

beating. 48 But the one who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, will receive a light 
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beating. Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom 

they entrusted much, they will demand the more. 

Not Peace, but Division 

49 “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled! 50 I have a baptism to be 

baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is accomplished! 51 Do you think that I have come 

to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 52 For from now on in one house there will be 

five divided, three against two and two against three. 53 They will be divided, father against son and 

son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her 

daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

Interpreting the Time 

54 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you say at once, ‘A shower is 

coming.’ And so it happens. 55 And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be 

scorching heat,’ and it happens. 56 You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth 

and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time? 

Settle with Your Accuser 

57 “And why do you not judge for yourselves what is right? 58 As you go with your accuser before the 

magistrate, make an effort to settle with him on the way, lest he drag you to the judge, and the judge 

hand you over to the officer, and the officer put you in prison. 59 I tell you, you will never get out until 

you have paid the very last penny.” 

Prayers of Intercession 

Church Community 

 

• Pray for Christ Covenant’s pastor, elders, & deacons: for wisdom, humility, and courage as 

they serve the church and community. 

• Pray that those who attend Sundays at Christ Covenant would find their way to a Growth 

Group so they would grow as disciples of Jesus by cultivating a relationship with God and 

friendship with others. 

• Pray for the global church, especially for those in Europe: compassion on a growing number of 

Muslim immigrants and previously unreached peoples, a desire to experience Christianity as 

more than a nominal identity, and for the declining number of Christians on the continent. 

• Pray for church planters in Columbia and surrounding region: for provision of resources, 

vision for their ministries, and open doors to serve their communities. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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