Formation Devotional
March 19, 2020 Morning

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Rejoice and be glad, for your father invites you into his loving presence. Use this email as you are able, in whole
or in part.

Call to Prayer
Lord, be gracious to us; we long for you. Be our strength every morning, our salvation in time of
distress. (Isaiah 33:2)

Opening Prayer
Almighty God, heavenly Father, you have blessed us with the joy and care of children: Give us calm
strength and patient wisdom as we bring them up, that we may teach them to love whatever is just
and true and good, following the example of our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. (BCP 829)

Confession of Sin
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We
have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have left undone those things
which we ought to have done; and we have done those things which we ought not to have done; and
there is no health in us. But you, O Lord, have mercy upon us. And grant, O most merciful Father, for
Jesus’ sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous and joyful life, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon
through the gospel of Jesus Christ.
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish
but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order
that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of
God. (John 3:16-18)

Praying the Psalms
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ.
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Psalm 113
Who Is like the LORD Our God?
Praise the LORD!
Praise, O servants of the LORD,
praise the name of the LORD!
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Blessed be the name of the LORD
from this time forth and forevermore!
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From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the LORD is to be praised!

4

The LORD is high above all nations,
and his glory above the heavens!
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Who is like the LORD our God,
who is seated on high,

6

who looks far down
on the heavens and the earth?
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He raises the poor from the dust
and lifts the needy from the ash heap,

8

to make them sit with princes,
with the princes of his people.
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He gives the barren woman a home,
making her the joyous mother of children.

Praise the LORD!
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New Testament Reading
Luke was a Gentile (non-Jewish) physician who wrote for sophisticated non-Jewish readers. He
records in great detail in order that Gentile readers would understand the universal appeal of the
gospel. Luke also wrote the book of Acts.
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take
them to God in prayer.

Luke 13
Repent or Perish
There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had
mingled with their sacrifices. And he answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse
sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? No, I tell you; but unless you
repent, you will all likewise perish. Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed
them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? No, I
tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”
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The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree
And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on
it and found none. And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking
fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ And he
answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. Then if it
should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”
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A Woman with a Disabling Spirit
Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And behold, there was a woman
who had had a disabling spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not fully straighten
herself. When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said to her, “Woman, you are freed from your
disability.” And he laid his hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and she glorified
God. But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, said to the
people, “There are six days in which work ought to be done. Come on those days and be healed, and
not on the Sabbath day.” Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the
Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger and lead it away to water it? And ought not this
woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on
the Sabbath day?” As he said these things, all his adversaries were put to shame, and all the people
rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by him.
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The Mustard Seed and the Leaven
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He said therefore, “What is the kingdom of God like? And to what shall I compare it? It is like a
grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his garden, and it grew and became a tree, and
the birds of the air made nests in its branches.”
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And again he said, “To what shall I compare the kingdom of God? It is like leaven that a woman
took and hid in three measures of flour, until it was all leavened.”
20

21

The Narrow Door
He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying toward Jerusalem. And
someone said to him, “Lord, will those who are saved be few?” And he said to them, “Strive to enter
through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. When once the
master of the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock at the
door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he will answer you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’
Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.’ But
he will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!’
In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and
Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. And people will come
from east and west, and from north and south, and recline at table in the kingdom of God. And
behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.”
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Lament over Jerusalem
At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to
kill you.” And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures
today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course. Nevertheless, I must go on my way today
and tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot be that a prophet should perish away from
Jerusalem.’ O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to
it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her
wings, and you were not willing! Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see me
until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’”
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Prayers of Intercession
Relationships
•
•

Pray for the health of families at Christ Covenant and in your Columbia community. Pray for
love, forgiveness, reconciliation and joy.
Pray for parents at Christ Covenant and that God would give them the support they need to
flourish in the community. Pray for wisdom to lead their children to become followers of
Jesus.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Benediction
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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