Formation Devotional
March 2, 2020 Morning

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

As you enter into his presence this morning, remember that God is with you and for you, because he loves you.
Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait
expectantly. (Psalm 5:3)

Opening Prayer
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ in his earthly life shared our toil and hallowed our labor: Be
present with your people where they work; make those who carry on the industries and commerce of
this land responsive to your will; and give to us all a pride in what we do, and a just return for our
labor; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen. (BCP 208)

Confession of Sin
Gracious Father, we confess that we have longed too much for the comforts and treasures of this
world rather than for your enduring Kingdom. We have loved the gifts more than the Giver. In your
mercy, help us to see that the things we strive for are shadows, but you are the substance; that they
are quicksand, but you are a mighty rock; that they are shifting, but you are an anchor. Thank you for
forgiving us through the riches of Christ and freeing us to live a new life, faithfully devoted to him. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and respond in gratitude according to the
assurance of grace.
Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and
life for all men. For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's
obedience the many will be made righteous. Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin
increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through
righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 5:18-21)

Praying the Psalms
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ.
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Psalm 87
Glorious Things of You Are Spoken
A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. A Song.
On the holy mount stands the city he founded;
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the LORD loves the gates of Zion
more than all the dwelling places of Jacob.

3

Glorious things of you are spoken,
O city of God. Selah
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Among those who know me I mention Rahab and Babylon;
behold, Philistia and Tyre, with Cush—
“This one was born there,” they say.
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And of Zion it shall be said,
“This one and that one were born in her”;
for the Most High himself will establish her.
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The LORD records as he registers the peoples,
“This one was born there.” Selah
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Singers and dancers alike say,
“All my springs are in you.”

New Testament Reading
Mark wrote more for the Romans, who couldn’t care less about Hebrew genealogy. Mark’s gospel is filled with
action. By the fourteenth verse of chapter 1, Mark already records Jesus preaching about the kingdom of God.
Mark loses little time, and his gospel is regarded as the fast-paced account. This brief account of Jesus’ earthly
ministry highlights Jesus’ authority and servanthood.
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take
them to God in prayer.
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Mark 16
The Resurrection
When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices,
so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had
risen, they went to the tomb. And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for
us from the entrance of the tomb?” And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it
was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a
white robe, and they were alarmed. And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. But go,
tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he
told you.” And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized
them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
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[Some of the earliest manuscripts do not include 16:9–20.]
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
[[Now when he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, from
whom he had cast out seven demons. She went and told those who had been with him, as they
mourned and wept. But when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would
not believe it.
9

10

11

Jesus Appears to Two Disciples
After these things he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were walking into the
country. And they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe them.
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The Great Commission
Afterward he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at table, and he rebuked
them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who saw him after
he had risen. And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole
creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be
condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will cast out
demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they
drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will
recover.”
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So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the
right hand of God. And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them
and confirmed the message by accompanying signs.]]
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Prayers of Intercession
Work
•

•

Confess the ways that you despair and complain over specific areas of brokenness in your
work, rather than taking your laments to the God who worked both in creation and in a
carpenter’s shop.
Ask God to give you eyes to see the ways his Spirit may be at work in those seemingly
hopeless situations, empowering you to be an agent of renewal in your workplace.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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