Formation Devotional
March 23, 2020 Morning

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

As you enter into his presence this morning, remember that God is with you and for you, because he loves you.
Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
The whole earth is filled with awe at your wonders; where morning dawns, where evening fades, you
call forth songs of joy. (Psalm 65:8)

Opening Prayer
Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your most gracious favor, and further us with your continual
help; that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify your holy Name, and
finally, by your mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 832)

Confession of Sin
Gracious Lord, we confess that we dishonor you in our words, thoughts and deeds. Depending on
our strength, we stumble. Glorying in our own righteousness, we reject you. Turning our faces from
you, we desire the things of this world to satisfy us. We pray now, Lord, for you to forgive all of our
many sins; to cleanse the darkness from our lives, and to turn our faces and our hearts back towards
you. We pray these things in the name of your most precious son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon
through the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we
also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the
law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. (Galatians 2:16)

Praying the Psalms
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ.

Psalm 117
The LORD's Faithfulness Endures Forever
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Praise the LORD, all nations!
Extol him, all peoples!
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For great is his steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.

Praise the LORD!

New Testament Reading
Luke was a Gentile (non-Jewish) physician who wrote for sophisticated non-Jewish readers. He
records in great detail in order that Gentile readers would understand the universal appeal of the
gospel. Luke also wrote the book of Acts.
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take
them to God in prayer.

Luke 16
The Parable of the Dishonest Manager
He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to
him that this man was wasting his possessions. And he called him and said to him, ‘What is this that
I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, for you can no longer be manager.’ And
the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away from
me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do, so that
when I am removed from management, people may receive me into their houses.’ So, summoning his
master's debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He said, ‘A
hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ Then
he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to
him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ The master commended the dishonest manager for his
shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the
sons of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that
when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.
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“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little
is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will
entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful in that which is another's, who will
give you that which is your own? No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
money.”
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The Law and the Kingdom of God
The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him. And he
said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For what
is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God.
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“The Law and the Prophets were until John; since then the good news of the kingdom of God is
preached, and everyone forces his way into it. But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than
for one dot of the Law to become void.
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Divorce and Remarriage
“Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and he who marries a
woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.
18

The Rich Man and Lazarus
“There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously
every day. And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who desired to
be fed with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores.
The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was
buried, and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at
his side. And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of
his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ But Abraham said, ‘Child,
remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad
things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and
you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be
able, and none may cross from there to us.’ And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my
father's house— for I have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this
place of torment.’ But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ And
he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ He said
to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should
rise from the dead.’”
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Prayers of Intercession
Work
•
•

Ask for God’s forgiveness for the ways that you often look to your work for self-glory and
self-promotion.
Pray that God would renew your vision for your work, that you are able to see the ways He is
making his glory manifest in this city through your work.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
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debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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