Formation Devotional
March 24, 2020 Morning

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

As you read and pray this morning, remember you are in God’s presence. Trust in the Holy Spirit to guide you
and direct your thoughts. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your
righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. Then you will
call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. (Isaiah 58:8-9)

Opening Prayer
Almighty God, whose beloved Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our
redemption: Give us courage to take up our cross and follow him; who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (BCP 201)

Confession of Sin
Gracious Lord, we confess that we dishonor you in our words, thoughts and deeds. Depending on
our strength, we stumble. Glorying in our own righteousness, we reject you. Turning our faces from
you, we desire the things of this world to satisfy us. We pray now, Lord, for you to forgive all of our
many sins; to cleanse the darkness from our lives, and to turn our faces and our hearts back towards
you. We pray these things in the name of your most precious son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon
through the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we
also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the
law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. (Galatians 2:16)

Praying the Psalms
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ.

Psalm 119:1-24
Your Word Is a Lamp to My Feet
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Aleph
Blessed are those whose way is blameless,
who walk in the law of the LORD!
2

Blessed are those who keep his testimonies,
who seek him with their whole heart,

3

who also do no wrong,
but walk in his ways!

4

You have commanded your precepts
to be kept diligently.

5

Oh that my ways may be steadfast
in keeping your statutes!

6

Then I shall not be put to shame,
having my eyes fixed on all your commandments.

7

I will praise you with an upright heart,
when I learn your righteous rules.

8

I will keep your statutes;
do not utterly forsake me!

Beth
9

How can a young man keep his way pure?
By guarding it according to your word.

10

With my whole heart I seek you;
let me not wander from your commandments!

11

I have stored up your word in my heart,
that I might not sin against you.

12

Blessed are you, O LORD;
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teach me your statutes!
13

With my lips I declare
all the rules of your mouth.

14

In the way of your testimonies I delight
as much as in all riches.

15

I will meditate on your precepts
and fix my eyes on your ways.

16

I will delight in your statutes;
I will not forget your word.

Gimel
17

Deal bountifully with your servant,
that I may live and keep your word.

18

Open my eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of your law.

19

I am a sojourner on the earth;
hide not your commandments from me!

20

My soul is consumed with longing
for your rules at all times.

21

You rebuke the insolent, accursed ones,
who wander from your commandments.

22

Take away from me scorn and contempt,
for I have kept your testimonies.

23

Even though princes sit plotting against me,
your servant will meditate on your statutes.

24

Your testimonies are my delight;
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they are my counselors.

New Testament Reading
Luke was a Gentile (non-Jewish) physician who wrote for sophisticated non-Jewish readers. He
records in great detail in order that Gentile readers would understand the universal appeal of the
gospel. Luke also wrote the book of Acts.
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take
them to God in prayer.

Luke 17
Temptations to Sin
And he said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the one through whom
they come! It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were cast into
the sea than that he should cause one of these little ones to sin. Pay attention to yourselves! If your
brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him, and if he sins against you seven times in the
day, and turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.”
2

3

4

Increase Our Faith
The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a grain
of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it
would obey you.
5

6

Unworthy Servants
“Will any one of you who has a servant plowing or keeping sheep say to him when he has come in
from the field, ‘Come at once and recline at table’? Will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for
me, and dress properly, and serve me while I eat and drink, and afterward you will eat and drink’?
Does he thank the servant because he did what was commanded? So you also, when you have done
all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our
duty.’”
7

8

9

10

Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers
On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. And as he entered a
village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus,
Master, have mercy on us.” When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the
priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed,
turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks.
Now he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was
no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” And he said to him, “Rise and
go your way; your faith has made you well.”
11
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The Coming of the Kingdom
Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he answered them, “The
kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed, nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or
‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.”
20

21

And he said to the disciples, “The days are coming when you will desire to see one of the days of the
Son of Man, and you will not see it. And they will say to you, ‘Look, there!’ or ‘Look, here!’ Do not
go out or follow them. For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so
will the Son of Man be in his day. But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this
generation. Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of Man. They were
eating and drinking and marrying and being given in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the
ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot—they
were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building, but on the day when Lot went
out from Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed them all— so will it be on the
day when the Son of Man is revealed. On that day, let the one who is on the housetop, with his
goods in the house, not come down to take them away, and likewise let the one who is in the field not
turn back. Remember Lot's wife. Whoever seeks to preserve his life will lose it, but whoever loses
his life will keep it. I tell you, in that night there will be two in one bed. One will be taken and the
other left. There will be two women grinding together. One will be taken and the other left.” And
they said to him, “Where, Lord?” He said to them, “Where the corpse is, there the vultures will
gather.”
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Prayers of Intercession
Gospel Identity
•
•

Are there things causing you worry, fear, sadness, or anger? Pray that you would experience
Christ’s love for you precisely in those places.
Pray for those around you to feel secure in the identity that God freely offers.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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