Formation Devotional
March 25, 2020 Morning

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Enter into this time expectantly, knowing that God delights to reveal himself to you. Use this email as you are
able, in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
But I will sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing of your love; for you are my fortress, my
refuge in times of trouble. (Psalm 59:16)

Opening Prayer
Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your grace
we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of
our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen. (BCP 230)

Confession of Sin
Gracious Lord, we confess that we dishonor you in our words, thoughts and deeds. Depending on
our strength, we stumble. Glorying in our own righteousness, we reject you. Turning our faces from
you, we desire the things of this world to satisfy us. We pray now, Lord, for you to forgive all of our
many sins; to cleanse the darkness from our lives, and to turn our faces and our hearts back towards
you. We pray these things in the name of your most precious son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon
through the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we
also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the
law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. (Galatians 2:16)

Praying the Psalms
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ.

Psalm 119:49-72
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Zayin
49

Remember your word to your servant,
in which you have made me hope.

50

This is my comfort in my affliction,
that your promise gives me life.

51

The insolent utterly deride me,
but I do not turn away from your law.

52

When I think of your rules from of old,
I take comfort, O LORD.

53

Hot indignation seizes me because of the wicked,
who forsake your law.

54

Your statutes have been my songs
in the house of my sojourning.

55

I remember your name in the night, O LORD,
and keep your law.

56

This blessing has fallen to me,
that I have kept your precepts.

Heth
57

The LORD is my portion;
I promise to keep your words.

58

I entreat your favor with all my heart;
be gracious to me according to your promise.

59

When I think on my ways,
I turn my feet to your testimonies;

60

I hasten and do not delay
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to keep your commandments.
61

Though the cords of the wicked ensnare me,
I do not forget your law.

62

At midnight I rise to praise you,
because of your righteous rules.

63

I am a companion of all who fear you,
of those who keep your precepts.

64

The earth, O LORD, is full of your steadfast love;
teach me your statutes!

Teth
65

You have dealt well with your servant,
O LORD, according to your word.

66

Teach me good judgment and knowledge,
for I believe in your commandments.

67

Before I was afflicted I went astray,
but now I keep your word.

68

You are good and do good;
teach me your statutes.

69

The insolent smear me with lies,
but with my whole heart I keep your precepts;

70

their heart is unfeeling like fat,
but I delight in your law.

71

It is good for me that I was afflicted,
that I might learn your statutes.

72

The law of your mouth is better to me
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than thousands of gold and silver pieces.

New Testament Reading
Luke was a Gentile (non-Jewish) physician who wrote for sophisticated non-Jewish readers. He
records in great detail in order that Gentile readers would understand the universal appeal of the
gospel. Luke also wrote the book of Acts.
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take
them to God in prayer.

Luke 18
The Parable of the Persistent Widow
And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. He said,
“In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man. And there was a
widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ For a
while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, yet
because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by
her continual coming.’” And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. And will not
God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? I tell you,
he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on
earth?”
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated
others with contempt: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other
men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of
all that I get.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but
beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his house
justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who
humbles himself will be exalted.”
9

10

11

12

13

14

Let the Children Come to Me
Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when the disciples saw
it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive
the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.”
15

16

17
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The Rich Ruler
And a ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said to
him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. You know the commandments:
‘Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your father
and mother.’” And he said, “All these I have kept from my youth.” When Jesus heard this, he said
to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” But when he heard these things, he became very sad, for
he was extremely rich. Jesus, seeing that he had become sad, said, “How difficult it is for those who
have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” Those who heard it said, “Then who can
be saved?” But he said, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” And Peter said, “See,
we have left our homes and followed you.” And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one
who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God,
who will not receive many times more in this time, and in the age to come eternal life.”
18

19

20

21

22

23

24
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27

28

29

30

Jesus Foretells His Death a Third Time
And taking the twelve, he said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is
written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. For he will be delivered over to
the Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon. And after flogging him, they
will kill him, and on the third day he will rise.” But they understood none of these things. This
saying was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said.
31

32

33

34

Jesus Heals a Blind Beggar
As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. And hearing a crowd
going by, he inquired what this meant. They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” And he
cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” And those who were in front rebuked him,
telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” And Jesus
stopped and commanded him to be brought to him. And when he came near, he asked him, “What
do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me recover my sight.” And Jesus said to him,
“Recover your sight; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and
followed him, glorifying God. And all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.
35
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Prayers of Intercession
Church Community
•
•
•

Pray for CCC’s elders: for wisdom, humility, and courage as they serve the church and city.
Pray for the global church, especially for Christians in Asia: for underground churches, antitrafficking policies, and protection from religious extremist groups.
Pray for the churches in your neighborhood: that God would guide their ministries, provide
needed resources, and raise up new leaders.
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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