Formation Devotional
March 27, 2020 Evening

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Lay your worries down to God and simply enjoy being with him. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in
part.

Call to Prayer
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance. I will
praise the Lord, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. (Psalm 16:6-7)

Opening Prayer
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart, that barriers
which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being
healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 823)

Prayer of Examine
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and
emotions of your day with gratitude.
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today?
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today?
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him.

Praying the Psalms
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ.

Psalm 120
Deliver Me, O LORD
A Song of Ascents.
In my distress I called to the LORD,
and he answered me.
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Deliver me, O LORD,
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from lying lips,
from a deceitful tongue.
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What shall be given to you,
and what more shall be done to you,
you deceitful tongue?
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A warrior's sharp arrows,
with glowing coals of the broom tree!
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Woe to me, that I sojourn in Meshech,
that I dwell among the tents of Kedar!
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Too long have I had my dwelling
among those who hate peace.
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I am for peace,
but when I speak, they are for war!

Old Testament Reading
Exodus tells the story of the enslavement of God’s people by the Egyptians. God raises up a deliverer
named Moses to lead His people out of Egypt, but the Egyptians resist, and God answers with the ten
plagues. Exodus also contains the Ten Commandments and instructions for a tent where God would
meet His people. This was called the tent of Moses, or the tabernacle.
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this
evening.

Exodus 13
Consecration of the Firstborn
The LORD said to Moses, “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb
among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.”
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The Feast of Unleavened Bread
Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of the
house of slavery, for by a strong hand the LORD brought you out from this place. No leavened bread
shall be eaten. Today, in the month of Abib, you are going out. And when the LORD brings you into
the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, which he swore to
your fathers to give you, a land flowing with milk and honey, you shall keep this service in this
month. Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there shall be a feast to
the LORD. Unleavened bread shall be eaten for seven days; no leavened bread shall be seen with you,
and no leaven shall be seen with you in all your territory. You shall tell your son on that day, ‘It is
because of what the LORD did for me when I came out of Egypt.’ And it shall be to you as a sign on
your hand and as a memorial between your eyes, that the law of the LORD may be in your mouth. For
with a strong hand the LORD has brought you out of Egypt. You shall therefore keep this statute at
its appointed time from year to year.
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“When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you and your fathers,
and shall give it to you, you shall set apart to the LORD all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn
of your animals that are males shall be the LORD's. Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem
with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your
sons you shall redeem. And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you
shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. For
when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt,
both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all the males
that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’ It shall be as a mark on your
hand or frontlets between your eyes, for by a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt.”
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Pillars of Cloud and Fire
When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines,
although that was near. For God said, “Lest the people change their minds when they see war and
return to Egypt.” But God led the people around by the way of the wilderness toward the Red Sea.
And the people of Israel went up out of the land of Egypt equipped for battle. Moses took the bones
of Joseph with him, for Joseph had made the sons of Israel solemnly swear, saying, “God will surely
visit you, and you shall carry up my bones with you from here.” And they moved on from Succoth
and encamped at Etham, on the edge of the wilderness. And the LORD went before them by day in a
pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they
might travel by day and by night. The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night did not
depart from before the people.
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Prayers of Thanksgiving
Neighborhood
•

Thank God for reconciling us first to him through Christ, so that we can seek true peace and
reconciliation in our communities.
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•
•

Thank him for the way he is healing our society across racial, economic, and cultural divides
though we may not always see how.
Thank him for the gifts he's given that we can share generously with others in need.

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not
into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find
it none other than the way of life and peace; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 69)

Benediction
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes
have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to
the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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