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Formation Devotional 
March 30, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you enter into his presence this morning, remember that God is with you and for you, because he loves you. 

Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait 

expectantly. (Psalm 5:3) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 
O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living creature: Make us 

always thankful for your loving providence; and grant that we, remembering the account that we 

must one day give, may be faithful stewards of your good gifts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP 259) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 
O Lord, we want to enter your presence, awed by your majesty, greatness, and glory, yet encouraged 

by your love. Yet there is a coldness in our hearts, a hardness toward you, an unwillingness to admit 

our sin and need for you. Forgive us, for Jesus’ sake. Come near and strengthen us until Christ reigns 

supreme within us, in every thought, word, and deed. Give us a faith that purifies the heart, 

overcomes the world, works by love, fastens us to you, and always clings to the cross. In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I 

now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.  

(Galatians 2:20) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 

Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 121 
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My Help Comes from the LORD 

A Song of Ascents. 

I lift up my eyes to the hills. 

    From where does my help come? 

2 My help comes from the LORD, 

    who made heaven and earth. 

3 He will not let your foot be moved; 

    he who keeps you will not slumber. 

4 Behold, he who keeps Israel 

    will neither slumber nor sleep. 

5 The LORD is your keeper; 

    the LORD is your shade on your right hand. 

6 The sun shall not strike you by day, 

    nor the moon by night. 

7 The LORD will keep you from all evil; 

    he will keep your life. 

8 The LORD will keep 

    your going out and your coming in 

    from this time forth and forevermore. 

New Testament Reading 

 
Luke was a Gentile (non-Jewish) physician who wrote for sophisticated non-Jewish readers. He 

records in great detail in order that Gentile readers would understand the universal appeal of the 

gospel. Luke also wrote the book of Acts. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Luke 21 
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The Widow's Offering 

Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, 2 and he saw a poor widow 

put in two small copper coins. 3 And he said, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than 

all of them. 4 For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she 

had to live on.” 

Jesus Foretells Destruction of the Temple 

5 And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and offerings, 

he said, 6 “As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will not be left here one 

stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” 7 And they asked him, “Teacher, when will these 

things be, and what will be the sign when these things are about to take place?” 8 And he said, “See 

that you are not led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is at 

hand!’ Do not go after them. 9 And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these 

things must first take place, but the end will not be at once.” 

Jesus Foretells Wars and Persecution 

10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be 

great earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences. And there will be terrors and great 

signs from heaven. 12 But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering 

you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors for my 

name's sake. 13 This will be your opportunity to bear witness. 14 Settle it therefore in your minds not to 

meditate beforehand how to answer, 15 for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your 

adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be delivered up even by parents and 

brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you they will put to death. 17 You will be hated by all 

for my name's sake. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your 

lives. 

Jesus Foretells Destruction of Jerusalem 

20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come near. 21 

Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside the city depart, 

and let not those who are out in the country enter it, 22 for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that 

is written. 23 Alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! 

For there will be great distress upon the earth and wrath against this people. 24 They will fall by the 

edge of the sword and be led captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by 

the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

The Coming of the Son of Man 

25 “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity 

because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 people fainting with fear and with foreboding of 

what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then they will see 
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the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take 

place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

The Lesson of the Fig Tree 

29 And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 As soon as they come out in leaf, 

you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not 

pass away until all has taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away. 

Watch Yourselves 

34 “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and 

cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. 35 For it will come upon all who 

dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength 

to escape all these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

37 And every day he was teaching in the temple, but at night he went out and lodged on the mount 

called Olivet. 38 And early in the morning all the people came to him in the temple to hear him. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Work 

 
• Confess the ways you rely too much on your own wisdom and experience to discern your 

vocational purpose, rather than looking to God to define your identity and guide your daily 

work toward his glory. 

• Pray for a growing awareness of the Spirit’s wisdom for your daily work, that you might 

actively depend on God to navigate today's challenges. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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