Formation Devotional
March 4, 2020 Evening

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Cling to Jesus and rest in him this evening, knowing that the Father sees you and loves you like his only Son.
Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
You have put gladness in my heart, more than when grain and wine and oil increase. I lie down in
peace; at once I fall asleep; for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety. (Psalm 4:7-8)

Opening Prayer
Almighty and everlasting God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this
church family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the repentant. Grant us all
things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy
Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 817)

Prayer of Examine
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and
emotions of your day with gratitude.
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today?
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today?
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him.

Praying the Psalms
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ.

Psalm 92
How Great Are Your Works
A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath.
It is good to give thanks to the LORD,
to sing praises to your name, O Most High;
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to declare your steadfast love in the morning,
and your faithfulness by night,
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to the music of the lute and the harp,
to the melody of the lyre.

4

For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work;
at the works of your hands I sing for joy.

5

How great are your works, O LORD!
Your thoughts are very deep!

6

The stupid man cannot know;
the fool cannot understand this:

7

that though the wicked sprout like grass
and all evildoers flourish,

they are doomed to destruction forever;
but you, O LORD, are on high forever.

8

9

For behold, your enemies, O LORD,
for behold, your enemies shall perish;
all evildoers shall be scattered.

10

But you have exalted my horn like that of the wild ox;
you have poured over me fresh oil.

11

My eyes have seen the downfall of my enemies;
my ears have heard the doom of my evil assailants.

12

The righteous flourish like the palm tree
and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

13

They are planted in the house of the LORD;
they flourish in the courts of our God.
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They still bear fruit in old age;
they are ever full of sap and green,

15

to declare that the LORD is upright;
he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him.

Old Testament Reading
Genesis gives the account of creation, and the reason why it is so amazing and so corrupt at the same time. The
original intent of God for mankind is revealed: God creates the earth for mankind, and mankind for God. Though
things go wrong in the beginning, God promises the nomad Abraham that there would be a people who would
know Him and walk in His ways in the midst of a broken and rebellious world. The rest of Genesis unfolds in
the way God forms this people in the ancient world.
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this
evening.

Genesis 46
Joseph Brings His Family to Egypt
So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices to the
God of his father Isaac. And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And
he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “I am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to
Egypt, for there I will make you into a great nation. I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I
will also bring you up again, and Joseph's hand shall close your eyes.”
2

3

4

Then Jacob set out from Beersheba. The sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, their little ones, and
their wives, in the wagons that Pharaoh had sent to carry him. They also took their livestock and
their goods, which they had gained in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob and all his
offspring with him, his sons, and his sons' sons with him, his daughters, and his sons' daughters. All
his offspring he brought with him into Egypt.
5

6
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Now these are the names of the descendants of Israel, who came into Egypt, Jacob and his sons.
Reuben, Jacob's firstborn, and the sons of Reuben: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. The sons of
Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul, the son of a Canaanite woman. The sons of
Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. The sons of Judah: Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah (but Er
and Onan died in the land of Canaan); and the sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul. The sons of
Issachar: Tola, Puvah, Yob, and Shimron. The sons of Zebulun: Sered, Elon, and Jahleel. These are
the sons of Leah, whom she bore to Jacob in Paddan-aram, together with his daughter Dinah;
altogether his sons and his daughters numbered thirty-three.
8
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The sons of Gad: Ziphion, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli. The sons of Asher: Imnah,
Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah, with Serah their sister. And the sons of Beriah: Heber and Malchiel. These are
the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gave to Leah his daughter; and these she bore to Jacob—sixteen
persons.
16
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The sons of Rachel, Jacob's wife: Joseph and Benjamin. And to Joseph in the land of Egypt were
born Manasseh and Ephraim, whom Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera the priest of On, bore to him.
And the sons of Benjamin: Bela, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim, and
Ard. These are the sons of Rachel, who were born to Jacob—fourteen persons in all.
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The son of Dan: Hushim. The sons of Naphtali: Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem. These are the
sons of Bilhah, whom Laban gave to Rachel his daughter, and these she bore to Jacob—seven persons
in all.
23
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All the persons belonging to Jacob who came into Egypt, who were his own descendants, not
including Jacob's sons' wives, were sixty-six persons in all. And the sons of Joseph, who were born to
him in Egypt, were two. All the persons of the house of Jacob who came into Egypt were seventy.
26
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Jacob and Joseph Reunited
He had sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to show the way before him in Goshen, and they came
into the land of Goshen. Then Joseph prepared his chariot and went up to meet Israel his father in
Goshen. He presented himself to him and fell on his neck and wept on his neck a good while. Israel
said to Joseph, “Now let me die, since I have seen your face and know that you are still alive.” Joseph
said to his brothers and to his father's household, “I will go up and tell Pharaoh and will say to him,
‘My brothers and my father's household, who were in the land of Canaan, have come to me. And the
men are shepherds, for they have been keepers of livestock, and they have brought their flocks and
their herds and all that they have.’ When Pharaoh calls you and says, ‘What is your occupation?’
you shall say, ‘Your servants have been keepers of livestock from our youth even until now, both we
and our fathers,’ in order that you may dwell in the land of Goshen, for every shepherd is an
abomination to the Egyptians.”
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Prayers of Thanksgiving
Church Community
•
•
•

Thank God for the lay leaders in our church, for those who lead and support Life and Growth
Groups so that people can experience Jesus in a transformative way.
Thank God for building his one true church so Christians can walk alongside each other
during times of joy and suffering.
Thank God for making us in his image and uniquely gifting each of us for different ministries.
Thank him for the spiritual gifts he has endowed you to serve him and others.
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Look down, O Lord, from your heavenly throne, and illuminate this night with your celestial
brightness; that by night as by day your people may glorify your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen. (BCP 133)

Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the
Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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