Formation Devotional
March 4, 2020 Morning

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Enter into this time expectantly, knowing that God delights to reveal himself to you. Use this email as you are
able, in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. (Habakkuk 2:20)

Opening Prayer
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people
the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his
marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen. (BCP 215)

Confession of Sin
Gracious Father, we confess that we have longed too much for the comforts and treasures of this
world rather than for your enduring Kingdom. We have loved the gifts more than the Giver. In your
mercy, help us to see that the things we strive for are shadows, but you are the substance; that they
are quicksand, but you are a mighty rock; that they are shifting, but you are an anchor. Thank you for
forgiving us through the riches of Christ and freeing us to live a new life, faithfully devoted to him. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and respond in gratitude according to the
assurance of grace.
Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to
justification and life for all men. For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners,
so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous. Now the law came in to increase the
trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, grace
also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
(Romans 5:18-21)

Praying the Psalms
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ.
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Psalm 91
My Refuge and My Fortress
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.
2

I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress,
my God, in whom I trust.”

3

For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler
and from the deadly pestilence.

4

He will cover you with his pinions,
and under his wings you will find refuge;
his faithfulness is a shield and buckler.

5

You will not fear the terror of the night,
nor the arrow that flies by day,

6

nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness,
nor the destruction that wastes at noonday.

7

A thousand may fall at your side,
ten thousand at your right hand,
but it will not come near you.

8

You will only look with your eyes
and see the recompense of the wicked.

9

Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place—
the Most High, who is my refuge—

10

no evil shall be allowed to befall you,
no plague come near your tent.

11

For he will command his angels concerning you
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to guard you in all your ways.
12

On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.

13

You will tread on the lion and the adder;
the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot.

14

“Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him;
I will protect him, because he knows my name.

15

When he calls to me, I will answer him;
I will be with him in trouble;
I will rescue him and honor him.

16

With long life I will satisfy him
and show him my salvation.”

New Testament Reading
Luke was a Gentile (non-Jewish) physician who wrote for sophisticated non-Jewish readers. He
records in great detail in order that Gentile readers would understand the universal appeal of the
gospel. Luke also wrote the book of Acts.
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take
them to God in prayer.

Luke 2
The Birth of Jesus Christ
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This
was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each
to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came
for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
2

3

4

5

6

7

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH WWW.CCOTC.ORG

3

The Shepherds and the Angels
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying,
8

9

10

11

12

13

14

“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go
over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”
And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when
they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who
heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things,
pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
15

16

17

18

19

20

And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the
angel before he was conceived in the womb.
21

Jesus Presented at the Temple
And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first
opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in
the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he came in the
Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the
custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,
22

23

24
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26

27

28

29

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;

30

31

32

for my eyes have seen your salvation
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
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and for glory to your people Israel.”
And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. And Simeon blessed them and
said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and
for a sign that is opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts
from many hearts may be revealed.”
33

34

35

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced
in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and then as a
widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and
prayer night and day. And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to
speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
36

37

38

The Return to Nazareth
And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom.
And the favor of God was upon him.
39

40

The Boy Jesus in the Temple
Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And when he was
twelve years old, they went up according to custom. And when the feast was ended, as they were
returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but supposing him
to be in the group they went a day's journey, but then they began to search for him among their
relatives and acquaintances, and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching
for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them
and asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son,
why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.”
And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my
Father's house?” And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. And he went down
with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these
things in her heart.
41
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And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.\

Prayers of Intercession
Church Community
•
•

Pray that relationships of genuine accountability would be cultivated in our Growth Groups.
Pray for the global church, especially for Christians in Australia: for churches facing stagnant
growth, individualistic spirituality, and negative views toward Christians’ perceived
intolerance.
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•

Pray for the church in Columbia: ask God to show you how he is calling you to serve your
church at this time. Ask God to help his people discover and use their spiritual gifts.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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