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Formation Devotional 
May 11, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you enter into his presence this morning, remember that God is with you and for you, because he loves you. 

Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait 

expectantly. (Psalm 5:3) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ in his earthly life shared our toil and hallowed our labor: Be 

present with your people where they work; make those who carry on the industries and commerce of 

this land responsive to your will; and give to us all a pride in what we do, and a just return for our 

labor; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. (BCP 208) 

 

Confession of Sin 
 
Our gracious Father, you sent your Son to die and rise to new life in order that death might be 

brought to an end and that we too might live a new life. Yet foolishly, we have chosen death over life. 

In our thoughts, words and deeds we have rebelled against you and your intentions for us. In so 

doing, we have broken our fellowship with you whose love is better than life and whom to know is 

life itself. We have hurt others sometimes unintentionally and sometimes deliberately, and have 

diminished their lives. In so doing, we have damaged ourselves who have been created to reflect your 

beauty. Father, forgive us our sin for Jesus’ sake. And grant that your resurrection power might 

course through our entire being so that we walk in the ways of love and justice to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 

 
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
"But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 

Prophets bear witness to it- the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 

For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by 

his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,”  (Romans 3:21-24) 
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Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 31 

Into Your Hand I Commit My Spirit 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; 

    let me never be put to shame; 

    in your righteousness deliver me! 

2 Incline your ear to me; 

    rescue me speedily! 

Be a rock of refuge for me, 

    a strong fortress to save me! 

3 For you are my rock and my fortress; 

    and for your name's sake you lead me and guide me; 

4 you take me out of the net they have hidden for me, 

    for you are my refuge. 

5 Into your hand I commit my spirit; 

    you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God. 

6 I hate those who pay regard to worthless idols, 

    but I trust in the LORD. 

7 I will rejoice and be glad in your steadfast love, 

    because you have seen my affliction; 

    you have known the distress of my soul, 

8 and you have not delivered me into the hand of the enemy; 

    you have set my feet in a broad place. 
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9 Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; 

    my eye is wasted from grief; 

    my soul and my body also. 

10 For my life is spent with sorrow, 

    and my years with sighing; 

my strength fails because of my iniquity, 

    and my bones waste away. 

11 Because of all my adversaries I have become a reproach, 

    especially to my neighbors, 

and an object of dread to my acquaintances; 

    those who see me in the street flee from me. 

12 I have been forgotten like one who is dead; 

    I have become like a broken vessel. 

13 For I hear the whispering of many— 

    terror on every side!— 

as they scheme together against me, 

    as they plot to take my life. 

14 But I trust in you, O LORD; 

    I say, “You are my God.” 

15 My times are in your hand; 

    rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my persecutors! 

16 Make your face shine on your servant; 

    save me in your steadfast love! 

17 O LORD, let me not be put to shame, 

    for I call upon you; 
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let the wicked be put to shame; 

    let them go silently to Sheol. 

18 Let the lying lips be mute, 

    which speak insolently against the righteous 

    in pride and contempt. 

19 Oh, how abundant is your goodness, 

    which you have stored up for those who fear you 

and worked for those who take refuge in you, 

    in the sight of the children of mankind! 

20 In the cover of your presence you hide them 

    from the plots of men; 

you store them in your shelter 

    from the strife of tongues. 

21 Blessed be the LORD, 

    for he has wondrously shown his steadfast love to me 

    when I was in a besieged city. 

22 I had said in my alarm, 

    “I am cut off from your sight.” 

But you heard the voice of my pleas for mercy 

    when I cried to you for help. 

23 Love the LORD, all you his saints! 

    The LORD preserves the faithful 

    but abundantly repays the one who acts in pride. 

24 Be strong, and let your heart take courage, 

    all you who wait for the LORD! 

http://www.ccotc.org/


 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  5 

New Testament Reading 

 
Acts, as it is commonly called, is a second volume of the Gospel of Luke. Both were likely written by 

Luke, an early Christian who traveled with the apostle Paul. Luke was probably a physician or doctor 

and was also a Gentile, or non-Jewish Christian. The gospel of Luke functions as the first volume of 

the set, detailing the story of Jesus, while Acts functions as a second volume, telling the stories of the 

apostles, or messengers, of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Scholars believe both volumes were written 

about 50 or more years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Acts 6 

Seven Chosen to Serve 

Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose 

against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And the 

twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up 

preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men 

of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4 But we will 

devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said pleased the whole 

gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and 

Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they 

set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them. 

7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in 

Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 

Stephen Is Seized 

8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. 9 Then 

some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the 

Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with 

Stephen. 10 But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. 11 

Then they secretly instigated men who said, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against 

Moses and God.” 12 And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon 

him and seized him and brought him before the council, 13 and they set up false witnesses who said, 

“This man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law, 14 for we have heard him 

say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses 

delivered to us.” 15 And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of 

an angel. 
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Prayers of Intercession 

Callings / Work 

 
• Confess the ways that you despair and complain over specific areas of brokenness in your 

callings / work, rather than taking your laments to the God who worked both in creation and 

in a carpenter’s shop. 

• Ask God to give you eyes to see the ways his Spirit may be at work in those seemingly 

hopeless situations, empowering you to be an agent of renewal in your callings and 

workplace. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 

http://www.ccotc.org/

