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Formation Devotional 
May 1, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Lay your worries down to God and simply enjoy being with him. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in 

part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength. (Isaiah 30:15) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 

Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with injustice, terror, 

disease, and death as their constant companions. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our 

neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal protection of the law and equal 

opportunities for all. And grant that every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this land; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 826) 

 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 

1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 20 

Trust in the Name of the LORD Our God 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble! 

    May the name of the God of Jacob protect you! 
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2 May he send you help from the sanctuary 

    and give you support from Zion! 

3 May he remember all your offerings 

    and regard with favor your burnt sacrifices! Selah 

4 May he grant you your heart's desire 

    and fulfill all your plans! 

5 May we shout for joy over your salvation, 

    and in the name of our God set up our banners! 

May the LORD fulfill all your petitions! 

6 Now I know that the LORD saves his anointed; 

    he will answer him from his holy heaven 

    with the saving might of his right hand. 

7 Some trust in chariots and some in horses, 

    but we trust in the name of the LORD our God. 

8 They collapse and fall, 

    but we rise and stand upright. 

9 O LORD, save the king! 

    May he answer us when we call. 

 

Old Testament Reading 

 

Exodus tells the story of the enslavement of God’s people by the Egyptians. God raises up a deliverer 

named Moses to lead His people out of Egypt, but the Egyptians resist, and God answers with the ten 

plagues. Exodus also contains the Ten Commandments and instructions for a tent where God would 

meet His people. This was called the tent of Moses, or the tabernacle. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 
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Exodus 38 

Making the Altar of Burnt Offering 

He made the altar of burnt offering of acacia wood. Five cubits was its length, and five cubits its 

breadth. It was square, and three cubits was its height. 2 He made horns for it on its four corners. Its 

horns were of one piece with it, and he overlaid it with bronze. 3 And he made all the utensils of the 

altar, the pots, the shovels, the basins, the forks, and the fire pans. He made all its utensils of bronze. 4 

And he made for the altar a grating, a network of bronze, under its ledge, extending halfway down. 5 

He cast four rings on the four corners of the bronze grating as holders for the poles. 6 He made the 

poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with bronze. 7 And he put the poles through the rings on the 

sides of the altar to carry it with them. He made it hollow, with boards. 

Making the Bronze Basin 

8 He made the basin of bronze and its stand of bronze, from the mirrors of the ministering women who 

ministered in the entrance of the tent of meeting. 

Making the Court 

9 And he made the court. For the south side the hangings of the court were of fine twined linen, a 

hundred cubits; 10 their twenty pillars and their twenty bases were of bronze, but the hooks of the 

pillars and their fillets were of silver. 11 And for the north side there were hangings of a hundred 

cubits; their twenty pillars and their twenty bases were of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and 

their fillets were of silver. 12 And for the west side were hangings of fifty cubits, their ten pillars, and 

their ten bases; the hooks of the pillars and their fillets were of silver. 13 And for the front to the east, 

fifty cubits. 14 The hangings for one side of the gate were fifteen cubits, with their three pillars and 

three bases. 15 And so for the other side. On both sides of the gate of the court were hangings of fifteen 

cubits, with their three pillars and their three bases. 16 All the hangings around the court were of fine 

twined linen. 17 And the bases for the pillars were of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their fillets 

were of silver. The overlaying of their capitals was also of silver, and all the pillars of the court were 

filleted with silver. 18 And the screen for the gate of the court was embroidered with needlework in 

blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen. It was twenty cubits long and five cubits 

high in its breadth, corresponding to the hangings of the court. 19 And their pillars were four in 

number. Their four bases were of bronze, their hooks of silver, and the overlaying of their capitals and 

their fillets of silver. 20 And all the pegs for the tabernacle and for the court all around were of bronze. 

Materials for the Tabernacle 

21 These are the records of the tabernacle, the tabernacle of the testimony, as they were recorded at the 

commandment of Moses, the responsibility of the Levites under the direction of Ithamar the son of 

Aaron the priest. 22 Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made all that the LORD 

commanded Moses; 23 and with him was Oholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, an 

engraver and designer and embroiderer in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen. 
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24 All the gold that was used for the work, in all the construction of the sanctuary, the gold from the 

offering, was twenty-nine talents and 730 shekels, by the shekel of the sanctuary. 25 The silver from 

those of the congregation who were recorded was a hundred talents and 1,775 shekels, by the shekel 

of the sanctuary: 26 a beka a head (that is, half a shekel, by the shekel of the sanctuary), for everyone 

who was listed in the records, from twenty years old and upward, for 603,550 men. 27 The hundred 

talents of silver were for casting the bases of the sanctuary and the bases of the veil; a hundred bases 

for the hundred talents, a talent a base. 28 And of the 1,775 shekels he made hooks for the pillars and 

overlaid their capitals and made fillets for them. 29 The bronze that was offered was seventy talents 

and 2,400 shekels; 30 with it he made the bases for the entrance of the tent of meeting, the bronze altar 

and the bronze grating for it and all the utensils of the altar, 31 the bases around the court, and the 

bases of the gate of the court, all the pegs of the tabernacle, and all the pegs around the court. 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

 
Neighborhood 

 

• Thank God for reconciling us first to him through Christ, so that we can seek true peace and 

reconciliation in our communities. 

• Thank him for the way he is healing our society across racial, economic, and cultural divides 

though we may not always see how. 

• Thank him for the gifts he's given that we can share generously with others in need. 

 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not 

into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find 

it none other than the way of life and peace; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 69) 

 

Benediction 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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