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Formation Devotional 
May 1, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Remind yourself that this morning marks another day to enjoy and glorify God. Use this email as you are able, 

in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the 

way I should go, for to you I entrust my life. (Psalm 143:8) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, in your Word you have given us a vision of that holy City to which the nations of 

the world bring their glory: Behold and visit, we pray, the cities of the earth. Renew the ties of mutual 

regard which form our civic life. Send us honest and able leaders. Enable us to eliminate poverty, 

prejudice, and oppression, that peace may prevail with righteousness, and justice with order, and that 

men and women from different cultures and with differing talents may find with one another the 

fulfillment of their humanity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 825) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 
Eternal God, in every age you have raised up men and women to live and die in faith. Forgive our 

indifference to your will. You have commanded us to speak, but we have been silent. You have called 

us to do what is just, but we have been idle. You have called us to live faithfully, but we have been 

afraid. Have mercy on us and forgive us. Keep before us faithful people to follow so that living with 

courage and love, we may work for and inherit the kingdom promised in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
If you are trusting in Christ alone for the forgiveness of sins and his everlasting life, hear his words of 

pardoning grace and give thanks offering yourself to him in worship: Blessed is the one whose 

transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. “Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts 

no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover 

my iniquity; I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD," and you forgave the iniquity of 

my sin.”   (Psalm 32:1-2, 5) 

 

Praying the Psalms 
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Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 19 

The Law of the LORD Is Perfect 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

The heavens declare the glory of God, 

    and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 

2 Day to day pours out speech, 

    and night to night reveals knowledge. 

3 There is no speech, nor are there words, 

    whose voice is not heard. 

4 Their voice goes out through all the earth, 

    and their words to the end of the world. 

In them he has set a tent for the sun, 

5     which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 

    and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 

6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 

    and its circuit to the end of them, 

    and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 

7 The law of the LORD is perfect, 

    reviving the soul; 

the testimony of the LORD is sure, 

    making wise the simple; 

8 the precepts of the LORD are right, 

    rejoicing the heart; 

the commandment of the LORD is pure, 
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    enlightening the eyes; 

9 the fear of the LORD is clean, 

    enduring forever; 

the rules of the LORD are true, 

    and righteous altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold, 

    even much fine gold; 

sweeter also than honey 

    and drippings of the honeycomb. 

11 Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 

    in keeping them there is great reward. 

12 Who can discern his errors? 

    Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 

13 Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; 

    let them not have dominion over me! 

Then I shall be blameless, 

    and innocent of great transgression. 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

    be acceptable in your sight, 

    O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

 

New Testament Reading 
 
John’s gospel is reflective and geared for the Greek reader. The famous first line, “In the beginning 

was the Word . . .” sets the stage for an account that not only reveals that Jesus is the Son of God but 

also refutes the pagan mystery religions that were beginning to flourish around him. John exhorts his 

readers from the beginning that Jesus is the lens through which to see all of creation, and he ends his 

gospel by saying that even creation could not contain all of the things that Jesus did. 
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Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

John 21 

Jesus Appears to Seven Disciples 

After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself 

in this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of 

Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going 

fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night 

they caught nothing. 

4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 

Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, 

“Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were 

not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to 

Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for 

he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. 8 The other disciples came in the boat, 

dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off. 

9 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. 10 

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard 

and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net 

was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask 

him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, 

and so with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was 

raised from the dead. 

Jesus and Peter 

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me 

more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my 

lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, 

Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, 

“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do 

you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said 

to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself 

and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another 

will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 19 (This he said to show by what kind of 

death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” 
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Jesus and the Beloved Apostle 

20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who also had leaned 

back against him during the supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” 21 

When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?” 22 Jesus said to him, “If it is my 

will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!” 23 So the saying spread abroad 

among the brothers that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to 

die, but, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?” 

24 This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these things, and 

we know that his testimony is true. 

25 Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I 

suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Neighborhood 

 
• Pray that Christians would oppose injustice in all forms and work towards racial 

reconciliation and healing in their neighborhoods. 

• Pray for strength as immigrants and those from other cultures transition into a new culture 

and way of life in Columbia. Pray that they would be surrounded by encouraging neighbors 

and find jobs to support their families. 

• Pray that formerly incarcerated men and women would be welcomed back by friends and 

family with love and grace. Pray that severed relationships would be mended and 

strengthened. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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