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Formation Devotional 
May 12, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you read and pray this morning, remember you are in God’s presence. Trust in the Holy Spirit to guide you 

and direct your thoughts. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your 

righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. Then you will 

call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. (Isaiah 58:8-9) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
O God, who has made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent his blessed Son to preach 

peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek 

after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and 

hasten the coming of your kingdom; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 58) 

 

Confession of Sin 
 
Our gracious Father, you sent your Son to die and rise to new life in order that death might be 

brought to an end and that we too might live a new life. Yet foolishly, we have chosen death over life. 

In our thoughts, words and deeds we have rebelled against you and your intentions for us. In so 

doing, we have broken our fellowship with you whose love is better than life and whom to know is 

life itself. We have hurt others, sometimes unintentionally and sometimes deliberately, and have 

diminished their lives. In so doing, we have damaged ourselves who have been created to reflect your 

beauty. Father, forgive us our sin for Jesus’ sake. And grant that your resurrection power might 

course through our entire being so that we walk in the ways of love and justice to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 

 
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
"But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 

Prophets bear witness to it- the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 

For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by 

his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,”  (Romans 3:21-24) 
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Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 33 

The Steadfast Love of the LORD 

Shout for joy in the LORD, O you righteous! 

    Praise befits the upright. 

2 Give thanks to the LORD with the lyre; 

    make melody to him with the harp of ten strings! 

3 Sing to him a new song; 

    play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts. 

4 For the word of the LORD is upright, 

    and all his work is done in faithfulness. 

5 He loves righteousness and justice; 

    the earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. 

6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 

    and by the breath of his mouth all their host. 

7 He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; 

    he puts the deeps in storehouses. 

8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; 

    let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 

9 For he spoke, and it came to be; 

    he commanded, and it stood firm. 

10 The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; 

    he frustrates the plans of the peoples. 

11 The counsel of the LORD stands forever, 
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    the plans of his heart to all generations. 

12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, 

    the people whom he has chosen as his heritage! 

13 The LORD looks down from heaven; 

    he sees all the children of man; 

14 from where he sits enthroned he looks out 

    on all the inhabitants of the earth, 

15 he who fashions the hearts of them all 

    and observes all their deeds. 

16 The king is not saved by his great army; 

    a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. 

17 The war horse is a false hope for salvation, 

    and by its great might it cannot rescue. 

18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, 

    on those who hope in his steadfast love, 

19 that he may deliver their soul from death 

    and keep them alive in famine. 

20 Our soul waits for the LORD; 

    he is our help and our shield. 

21 For our heart is glad in him, 

    because we trust in his holy name. 

22 Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, 

    even as we hope in you. 
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New Testament Reading 

 
Acts, as it is commonly called, is a second volume of the Gospel of Luke. Both were likely written by 

Luke, an early Christian who traveled with the apostle Paul. Luke was probably a physician or doctor 

and was also a Gentile, or non-Jewish Christian. The gospel of Luke functions as the first volume of 

the set, detailing the story of Jesus, while Acts functions as a second volume, telling the stories of the 

apostles, or messengers, of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Scholars believe both volumes were written 

about 50 or more years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Acts 7 

Stephen's Speech 

And the high priest said, “Are these things so?” 2 And Stephen said: 

“Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in 

Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 3 and said to him, ‘Go out from your land and from your 

kindred and go into the land that I will show you.’ 4 Then he went out from the land of the Chaldeans 

and lived in Haran. And after his father died, God removed him from there into this land in which 

you are now living. 5 Yet he gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot's length, but promised to 

give it to him as a possession and to his offspring after him, though he had no child. 6 And God spoke 

to this effect—that his offspring would be sojourners in a land belonging to others, who would 

enslave them and afflict them four hundred years. 7 ‘But I will judge the nation that they serve,’ said 

God, ‘and after that they shall come out and worship me in this place.’ 8 And he gave him the covenant 

of circumcision. And so Abraham became the father of Isaac, and circumcised him on the eighth day, 

and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs. 

9 “And the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God was with him 10 and rescued him 

out of all his afflictions and gave him favor and wisdom before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who made 

him ruler over Egypt and over all his household. 11 Now there came a famine throughout all Egypt and 

Canaan, and great affliction, and our fathers could find no food. 12 But when Jacob heard that there 

was grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers on their first visit. 13 And on the second visit Joseph made 

himself known to his brothers, and Joseph's family became known to Pharaoh. 14 And Joseph sent and 

summoned Jacob his father and all his kindred, seventy-five persons in all. 15 And Jacob went down 

into Egypt, and he died, he and our fathers, 16 and they were carried back to Shechem and laid in the 

tomb that Abraham had bought for a sum of silver from the sons of Hamor in Shechem. 

17 “But as the time of the promise drew near, which God had granted to Abraham, the people increased 

and multiplied in Egypt 18 until there arose over Egypt another king who did not know Joseph. 19 He 

dealt shrewdly with our race and forced our fathers to expose their infants, so that they would not be 

kept alive. 20 At this time Moses was born; and he was beautiful in God's sight. And he was brought up 

for three months in his father's house, 21 and when he was exposed, Pharaoh's daughter adopted him 
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and brought him up as her own son. 22 And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, 

and he was mighty in his words and deeds. 

23 “When he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brothers, the children of Israel. 24 And 

seeing one of them being wronged, he defended the oppressed man and avenged him by striking 

down the Egyptian. 25 He supposed that his brothers would understand that God was giving them 

salvation by his hand, but they did not understand. 26 And on the following day he appeared to them 

as they were quarreling and tried to reconcile them, saying, ‘Men, you are brothers. Why do you 

wrong each other?’ 27 But the man who was wronging his neighbor thrust him aside, saying, ‘Who 

made you a ruler and a judge over us? 28 Do you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?’ 
29 At this retort Moses fled and became an exile in the land of Midian, where he became the father of 

two sons. 

30 “Now when forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in a 

flame of fire in a bush. 31 When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the sight, and as he drew near to look, 

there came the voice of the Lord: 32 ‘I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and 

of Jacob.’ And Moses trembled and did not dare to look. 33 Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take off the 

sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground. 34 I have surely seen the 

affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and have heard their groaning, and I have come down to 

deliver them. And now come, I will send you to Egypt.’ 

35 “This Moses, whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’—this man God sent 

as both ruler and redeemer by the hand of the angel who appeared to him in the bush. 36 This man led 

them out, performing wonders and signs in Egypt and at the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty 

years. 37 This is the Moses who said to the Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 

your brothers.’ 38 This is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the angel who 

spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our fathers. He received living oracles to give to us. 39 Our 

fathers refused to obey him, but thrust him aside, and in their hearts they turned to Egypt, 40 saying to 

Aaron, ‘Make for us gods who will go before us. As for this Moses who led us out from the land of 

Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’ 41 And they made a calf in those days, and offered a 

sacrifice to the idol and were rejoicing in the works of their hands. 42 But God turned away and gave 

them over to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the prophets: 

“‘Did you bring to me slain beasts and sacrifices, 

    during the forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel? 

43 You took up the tent of Moloch 

    and the star of your god Rephan, 

    the images that you made to worship; 

and I will send you into exile beyond Babylon.’ 

44 “Our fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness, just as he who spoke to Moses directed him to 

make it, according to the pattern that he had seen. 45 Our fathers in turn brought it in with Joshua 
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when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our fathers. So it was until the days of 

David, 46 who found favor in the sight of God and asked to find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob. 47 

But it was Solomon who built a house for him. 48 Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made by 

hands, as the prophet says, 

49 “‘Heaven is my throne, 

    and the earth is my footstool. 

What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord, 

    or what is the place of my rest? 

50 Did not my hand make all these things?’ 

51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your 

fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those 

who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and 

murdered, 53 you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 

The Stoning of Stephen 

54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 55 But he, 

full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right 

hand of God. 56 And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the 

right hand of God.” 57 But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together 

at him. 58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their 

garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, 

“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not 

hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Gospel Identity 

 

• Think ahead to your day. Pray that you would experience God’s love for you in Christ in new 

and specific ways throughout the day. 

• Pray that those in the church and in your shepherding group would experience God’s love in 

new ways. 

• Pray that you would engage this world like Jesus, bringing hope and making disciples in all 

spheres of life. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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