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Formation Devotional 
May 14, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Take a moment to slow down and turn your thoughts to God. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 
 

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the 

light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ. (2 Corinthians 4:6) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 

God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and confusing world: Show them 

that your ways give more life than the ways of the world, and that following you is better than 

chasing after selfish goals. Help them to take failure, not as a measure of their worth, but as a chance 

for a new start. Give them strength to hold their faith in you, and to keep alive their joy in your 

creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 829) 

 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 

1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 38 

Do Not Forsake Me, O LORD 

A Psalm of David, for the memorial offering. 

O LORD, rebuke me not in your anger, 

    nor discipline me in your wrath! 
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2 For your arrows have sunk into me, 

    and your hand has come down on me. 

3 There is no soundness in my flesh 

    because of your indignation; 

there is no health in my bones 

    because of my sin. 

4 For my iniquities have gone over my head; 

    like a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me. 

5 My wounds stink and fester 

    because of my foolishness, 

6 I am utterly bowed down and prostrate; 

    all the day I go about mourning. 

7 For my sides are filled with burning, 

    and there is no soundness in my flesh. 

8 I am feeble and crushed; 

    I groan because of the tumult of my heart. 

9 O Lord, all my longing is before you; 

    my sighing is not hidden from you. 

10 My heart throbs; my strength fails me, 

    and the light of my eyes—it also has gone from me. 

11 My friends and companions stand aloof from my plague, 

    and my nearest kin stand far off. 

12 Those who seek my life lay their snares; 

    those who seek my hurt speak of ruin 

    and meditate treachery all day long. 
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13 But I am like a deaf man; I do not hear, 

    like a mute man who does not open his mouth. 

14 I have become like a man who does not hear, 

    and in whose mouth are no rebukes. 

15 But for you, O LORD, do I wait; 

    it is you, O Lord my God, who will answer. 

16 For I said, “Only let them not rejoice over me, 

    who boast against me when my foot slips!” 

17 For I am ready to fall, 

    and my pain is ever before me. 

18 I confess my iniquity; 

    I am sorry for my sin. 

19 But my foes are vigorous, they are mighty, 

    and many are those who hate me wrongfully. 

20 Those who render me evil for good 

    accuse me because I follow after good. 

21 Do not forsake me, O LORD! 

    O my God, be not far from me! 

22 Make haste to help me, 

    O Lord, my salvation! 

 

Old Testament Reading 

 
Leviticus establishes Jewish identity through the priesthood and festivals. With the number of 

commands concerning cleanliness and dedication to God, living a life that is pleasing to God becomes 

a daunting task. Yet Leviticus is filled with gems of wisdom when seen through the work of Christ. 
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As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Leviticus 7 

 “This is the law of the guilt offering. It is most holy. 2 In the place where they kill the burnt offering 

they shall kill the guilt offering, and its blood shall be thrown against the sides of the altar. 3 And all its 

fat shall be offered, the fat tail, the fat that covers the entrails, 4 the two kidneys with the fat that is on 

them at the loins, and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the kidneys. 5 The priest shall 

burn them on the altar as a food offering to the LORD; it is a guilt offering. 6 Every male among the 

priests may eat of it. It shall be eaten in a holy place. It is most holy. 7 The guilt offering is just like the 

sin offering; there is one law for them. The priest who makes atonement with it shall have it. 8 And the 

priest who offers any man's burnt offering shall have for himself the skin of the burnt offering that he 

has offered. 9 And every grain offering baked in the oven and all that is prepared on a pan or a griddle 

shall belong to the priest who offers it. 10 And every grain offering, mixed with oil or dry, shall be 

shared equally among all the sons of Aaron. 

11 “And this is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings that one may offer to the LORD. 12 If he offers it 

for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the thanksgiving sacrifice unleavened loaves mixed with 

oil, unleavened wafers smeared with oil, and loaves of fine flour well mixed with oil. 13 With the 

sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving he shall bring his offering with loaves of leavened 

bread. 14 And from it he shall offer one loaf from each offering, as a gift to the LORD. It shall belong to 

the priest who throws the blood of the peace offerings. 15 And the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace 

offerings for thanksgiving shall be eaten on the day of his offering. He shall not leave any of it until 

the morning. 16 But if the sacrifice of his offering is a vow offering or a freewill offering, it shall be eaten 

on the day that he offers his sacrifice, and on the next day what remains of it shall be eaten. 17 But what 

remains of the flesh of the sacrifice on the third day shall be burned up with fire. 18 If any of the flesh of 

the sacrifice of his peace offering is eaten on the third day, he who offers it shall not be accepted, 

neither shall it be credited to him. It is tainted, and he who eats of it shall bear his iniquity. 

19 “Flesh that touches any unclean thing shall not be eaten. It shall be burned up with fire. All who are 

clean may eat flesh, 20 but the person who eats of the flesh of the sacrifice of the LORD's peace offerings 

while an uncleanness is on him, that person shall be cut off from his people. 21 And if anyone touches 

an unclean thing, whether human uncleanness or an unclean beast or any unclean detestable creature, 

and then eats some flesh from the sacrifice of the LORD's peace offerings, that person shall be cut off 

from his people.” 

22 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 23 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, You shall eat no fat, of ox 

or sheep or goat. 24 The fat of an animal that dies of itself and the fat of one that is torn by beasts may 

be put to any other use, but on no account shall you eat it. 25 For every person who eats of the fat of an 

animal of which a food offering may be made to the LORD shall be cut off from his people. 26 Moreover, 

you shall eat no blood whatever, whether of fowl or of animal, in any of your dwelling places. 27 

Whoever eats any blood, that person shall be cut off from his people.” 

28 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 29 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, Whoever offers the 

sacrifice of his peace offerings to the LORD shall bring his offering to the LORD from the sacrifice of his 
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peace offerings. 30 His own hands shall bring the LORD's food offerings. He shall bring the fat with the 

breast, that the breast may be waved as a wave offering before the LORD. 31 The priest shall burn the fat 

on the altar, but the breast shall be for Aaron and his sons. 32 And the right thigh you shall give to the 

priest as a contribution from the sacrifice of your peace offerings. 33 Whoever among the sons of Aaron 

offers the blood of the peace offerings and the fat shall have the right thigh for a portion. 34 For the 

breast that is waved and the thigh that is contributed I have taken from the people of Israel, out of the 

sacrifices of their peace offerings, and have given them to Aaron the priest and to his sons, as a 

perpetual due from the people of Israel. 35 This is the portion of Aaron and of his sons from the LORD's 

food offerings, from the day they were presented to serve as priests of the LORD. 36 The LORD 

commanded this to be given them by the people of Israel, from the day that he anointed them. It is a 

perpetual due throughout their generations.” 

37 This is the law of the burnt offering, of the grain offering, of the sin offering, of the guilt offering, of 

the ordination offering, and of the peace offering, 38 which the LORD commanded Moses on Mount 

Sinai, on the day that he commanded the people of Israel to bring their offerings to the LORD, in the 

wilderness of Sinai. 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

 
Relationships 

 
• Thank God for the close friendships in your life in which you can love, counsel, and pray for 

one another. 

• Thank God for giving us the greatest friendship: a love that laid down his life for his friends. 

• Thank him for our union with Christ and how the Spirit transforms us to become more like 

Jesus in our friendships. 

 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep 

we may rest in peace. (BCP 134) 

 

Benediction 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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