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Formation Devotional 
May 15, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Lay your worries down to God and simply enjoy being with him. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in 

part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Lord, you are the God who saves me; day and night I cry out to you. May my prayer come before 

you; turn your ear to my cry. (Psalm 88:1-2) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son came not to be served but to serve: Bless all who, following in 

his steps, give themselves to the service of others; that with wisdom, patience, and courage, they may 

minister in his Name to the suffering, the friendless, and the needy—for the love of him who laid 

down his life for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP 260) 

 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 40 

My Help and My Deliverer 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

I waited patiently for the LORD; 

    he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
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2 He drew me up from the pit of destruction, 

    out of the miry bog, 

and set my feet upon a rock, 

    making my steps secure. 

3 He put a new song in my mouth, 

    a song of praise to our God. 

Many will see and fear, 

    and put their trust in the LORD. 

4 Blessed is the man who makes 

    the LORD his trust, 

who does not turn to the proud, 

    to those who go astray after a lie! 

5 You have multiplied, O LORD my God, 

    your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; 

    none can compare with you! 

I will proclaim and tell of them, 

    yet they are more than can be told. 

6 In sacrifice and offering you have not delighted, 

    but you have given me an open ear. 

Burnt offering and sin offering 

    you have not required. 

7 Then I said, “Behold, I have come; 

    in the scroll of the book it is written of me: 

8 I delight to do your will, O my God; 

    your law is within my heart.” 
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9 I have told the glad news of deliverance 

    in the great congregation; 

behold, I have not restrained my lips, 

    as you know, O LORD. 

10 I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; 

    I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; 

I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness 

    from the great congregation. 

11 As for you, O LORD, you will not restrain 

    your mercy from me; 

your steadfast love and your faithfulness will 

    ever preserve me! 

12 For evils have encompassed me 

    beyond number; 

my iniquities have overtaken me, 

    and I cannot see; 

they are more than the hairs of my head; 

    my heart fails me. 

13 Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me! 

    O LORD, make haste to help me! 

14 Let those be put to shame and disappointed altogether 

    who seek to snatch away my life; 

let those be turned back and brought to dishonor 

    who delight in my hurt! 

15 Let those be appalled because of their shame 
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    who say to me, “Aha, Aha!” 

16 But may all who seek you 

    rejoice and be glad in you; 

may those who love your salvation 

    say continually, “Great is the LORD!” 

17 As for me, I am poor and needy, 

    but the Lord takes thought for me. 

You are my help and my deliverer; 

    do not delay, O my God! 

 

Old Testament Reading 

 

Leviticus establishes Jewish identity through the priesthood and festivals. With the number of 

commands concerning cleanliness and dedication to God, living a life that is pleasing to God becomes 

a daunting task. Yet Leviticus is filled with gems of wisdom when seen through the work of Christ. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Leviticus 8 

Consecration of Aaron and His Sons 

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments and the 

anointing oil and the bull of the sin offering and the two rams and the basket of unleavened bread. 3 

And assemble all the congregation at the entrance of the tent of meeting.” 4 And Moses did as the 

LORD commanded him, and the congregation was assembled at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 

5 And Moses said to the congregation, “This is the thing that the LORD has commanded to be done.” 6 

And Moses brought Aaron and his sons and washed them with water. 7 And he put the coat on him 

and tied the sash around his waist and clothed him with the robe and put the ephod on him and tied 

the skillfully woven band of the ephod around him, binding it to him with the band. 8 And he placed 

the breastpiece on him, and in the breastpiece he put the Urim and the Thummim. 9 And he set the 

turban on his head, and on the turban, in front, he set the golden plate, the holy crown, as the LORD 

commanded Moses. 

10 Then Moses took the anointing oil and anointed the tabernacle and all that was in it, and consecrated 

them. 11 And he sprinkled some of it on the altar seven times, and anointed the altar and all its utensils 
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and the basin and its stand, to consecrate them. 12 And he poured some of the anointing oil on Aaron's 

head and anointed him to consecrate him. 13 And Moses brought Aaron's sons and clothed them with 

coats and tied sashes around their waists and bound caps on them, as the LORD commanded Moses. 

14 Then he brought the bull of the sin offering, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the head of 

the bull of the sin offering. 15 And he killed it, and Moses took the blood, and with his finger put it on 

the horns of the altar around it and purified the altar and poured out the blood at the base of the altar 

and consecrated it to make atonement for it. 16 And he took all the fat that was on the entrails and the 

long lobe of the liver and the two kidneys with their fat, and Moses burned them on the altar. 17 But the 

bull and its skin and its flesh and its dung he burned up with fire outside the camp, as the LORD 

commanded Moses. 

18 Then he presented the ram of the burnt offering, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the 

head of the ram. 19 And he killed it, and Moses threw the blood against the sides of the altar. 20 He cut 

the ram into pieces, and Moses burned the head and the pieces and the fat. 21 He washed the entrails 

and the legs with water, and Moses burned the whole ram on the altar. It was a burnt offering with a 

pleasing aroma, a food offering for the LORD, as the LORD commanded Moses. 

22 Then he presented the other ram, the ram of ordination, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on 

the head of the ram. 23 And he killed it, and Moses took some of its blood and put it on the lobe of 

Aaron's right ear and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. 24 Then he 

presented Aaron's sons, and Moses put some of the blood on the lobes of their right ears and on the 

thumbs of their right hands and on the big toes of their right feet. And Moses threw the blood against 

the sides of the altar. 25 Then he took the fat and the fat tail and all the fat that was on the entrails and 

the long lobe of the liver and the two kidneys with their fat and the right thigh, 26 and out of the basket 

of unleavened bread that was before the LORD he took one unleavened loaf and one loaf of bread with 

oil and one wafer and placed them on the pieces of fat and on the right thigh. 27 And he put all these in 

the hands of Aaron and in the hands of his sons and waved them as a wave offering before the LORD. 
28 Then Moses took them from their hands and burned them on the altar with the burnt offering. This 

was an ordination offering with a pleasing aroma, a food offering to the LORD. 29 And Moses took the 

breast and waved it for a wave offering before the LORD. It was Moses' portion of the ram of 

ordination, as the LORD commanded Moses. 

30 Then Moses took some of the anointing oil and of the blood that was on the altar and sprinkled it on 

Aaron and his garments, and also on his sons and his sons' garments. So he consecrated Aaron and 

his garments, and his sons and his sons' garments with him. 

31 And Moses said to Aaron and his sons, “Boil the flesh at the entrance of the tent of meeting, and 

there eat it and the bread that is in the basket of ordination offerings, as I commanded, saying, ‘Aaron 

and his sons shall eat it.’ 32 And what remains of the flesh and the bread you shall burn up with fire. 33 

And you shall not go outside the entrance of the tent of meeting for seven days, until the days of your 

ordination are completed, for it will take seven days to ordain you. 34 As has been done today, the 

LORD has commanded to be done to make atonement for you. 35 At the entrance of the tent of meeting 

you shall remain day and night for seven days, performing what the LORD has charged, so that you 

do not die, for so I have been commanded.” 36 And Aaron and his sons did all the things that the LORD 

commanded by Moses. 
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Prayers of Thanksgiving 

 
Neighborhood 

 
• Thank God that he hears the cries of the oppressed and upholds the cause of the weak and 

fatherless, the afflicted and destitute. 

• Praise God for his mercy on us who once were also without hope. Thank him for bringing us 

out of our spiritual poverty. 

• Thank God for the gospel of Jesus Christ that gives us hope and even joy in the midst of our 

suffering and patience to endure it well. 

 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not 

into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find 

it none other than the way of life and peace; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 69) 

 

Benediction 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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