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Formation Devotional 
May 18, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you come before him this evening, rest in the assurance of his great love. Use this email as you are able, in 

whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be 

your shield and rampart. You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day. (Psalm 

91:4-5) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
O God, in the course of this busy life, give us times of refreshment and peace; and grant that we may 

so use our leisure to rebuild our bodies and renew our minds, that our spirits may be opened to the 

goodness of your creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 825) 

 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 

1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 42 

Book Two 

Why Are You Cast Down, O My Soul? 

To the choirmaster. A Maskil of the Sons of Korah. 

As a deer pants for flowing streams, 
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    so pants my soul for you, O God. 

2 My soul thirsts for God, 

    for the living God. 

When shall I come and appear before God? 

3 My tears have been my food 

    day and night, 

while they say to me all the day long, 

    “Where is your God?” 

4 These things I remember, 

    as I pour out my soul: 

how I would go with the throng 

    and lead them in procession to the house of God 

with glad shouts and songs of praise, 

    a multitude keeping festival. 

5 Why are you cast down, O my soul, 

    and why are you in turmoil within me? 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 

    my salvation 6 and my God. 

My soul is cast down within me; 

    therefore I remember you 

from the land of Jordan and of Hermon, 

    from Mount Mizar. 

7 Deep calls to deep 

    at the roar of your waterfalls; 

all your breakers and your waves 
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    have gone over me. 

8 By day the LORD commands his steadfast love, 

    and at night his song is with me, 

    a prayer to the God of my life. 

9 I say to God, my rock: 

    “Why have you forgotten me? 

Why do I go mourning 

    because of the oppression of the enemy?” 

10 As with a deadly wound in my bones, 

    my adversaries taunt me, 

while they say to me all the day long, 

    “Where is your God?” 

11 Why are you cast down, O my soul, 

    and why are you in turmoil within me? 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 

    my salvation and my God. 

 

Old Testament Reading 

 
Leviticus establishes Jewish identity through the priesthood and festivals. With the number of 

commands concerning cleanliness and dedication to God, living a life that is pleasing to God becomes 

a daunting task. Yet Leviticus is filled with gems of wisdom when seen through the work of Christ. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Leviticus 9 

The LORD Accepts Aaron's Offering 

On the eighth day Moses called Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel, 2 and he said to Aaron, 

“Take for yourself a bull calf for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering, both without blemish, 
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and offer them before the LORD. 3 And say to the people of Israel, ‘Take a male goat for a sin offering, 

and a calf and a lamb, both a year old without blemish, for a burnt offering, 4 and an ox and a ram for 

peace offerings, to sacrifice before the LORD, and a grain offering mixed with oil, for today the LORD 

will appear to you.’” 5 And they brought what Moses commanded in front of the tent of meeting, and 

all the congregation drew near and stood before the LORD. 6 And Moses said, “This is the thing that the 

LORD commanded you to do, that the glory of the LORD may appear to you.” 7 Then Moses said to 

Aaron, “Draw near to the altar and offer your sin offering and your burnt offering and make 

atonement for yourself and for the people, and bring the offering of the people and make atonement 

for them, as the LORD has commanded.” 

8 So Aaron drew near to the altar and killed the calf of the sin offering, which was for himself. 9 And the 

sons of Aaron presented the blood to him, and he dipped his finger in the blood and put it on the 

horns of the altar and poured out the blood at the base of the altar. 10 But the fat and the kidneys and 

the long lobe of the liver from the sin offering he burned on the altar, as the LORD commanded Moses. 
11 The flesh and the skin he burned up with fire outside the camp. 

12 Then he killed the burnt offering, and Aaron's sons handed him the blood, and he threw it against 

the sides of the altar. 13 And they handed the burnt offering to him, piece by piece, and the head, and 

he burned them on the altar. 14 And he washed the entrails and the legs and burned them with the 

burnt offering on the altar. 

15 Then he presented the people's offering and took the goat of the sin offering that was for the people 

and killed it and offered it as a sin offering, like the first one. 16 And he presented the burnt offering 

and offered it according to the rule. 17 And he presented the grain offering, took a handful of it, and 

burned it on the altar, besides the burnt offering of the morning. 

18 Then he killed the ox and the ram, the sacrifice of peace offerings for the people. And Aaron's sons 

handed him the blood, and he threw it against the sides of the altar. 19 But the fat pieces of the ox and 

of the ram, the fat tail and that which covers the entrails and the kidneys and the long lobe of the 

liver— 20 they put the fat pieces on the breasts, and he burned the fat pieces on the altar, 21 but the 

breasts and the right thigh Aaron waved for a wave offering before the LORD, as Moses commanded. 

22 Then Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and blessed them, and he came down from 

offering the sin offering and the burnt offering and the peace offerings. 23 And Moses and Aaron went 

into the tent of meeting, and when they came out they blessed the people, and the glory of the LORD 

appeared to all the people. 24 And fire came out from before the LORD and consumed the burnt offering 

and the pieces of fat on the altar, and when all the people saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces. 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

 
Callings / Work 

 
• Think back to the three people you prayed for this morning. How did you see God working in 

their lives today? How did God use you today? Thank him. 
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• Where did you see God at work in repairing that difficult relationship in your calling(s) / 

work? Thank him that the gospel is on display when Christians reconcile with others, even at 

great cost. 

• Thank God for the opportunities he sent your way to be a witness for Christ in your callings / 

workplace. Thank him for giving you the words and wisdom you needed in that moment. 

 
O God, the Father of all, whose Son commanded us to love our enemies: Lead them and us from 

prejudice to truth; deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and in your good time 

enable us all to stand reconciled before you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 816) 

 

Benediction 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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