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Formation Devotional 
May 18, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you enter into his presence this morning, remember that God is with you and for you, because he loves you. 

Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
The whole earth is filled with awe at your wonders; where morning dawns, where evening fades, you 

call forth songs of joy. (Psalm 65:8) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
Almighty God our heavenly Father, who declares his glory and shows forth his handiwork in the 

heavens and in the earth: Deliver us in our various occupations from the service of self alone, that we 

may do the work which you give us to do in truth and beauty and for the common good; for the sake 

of him who came among us as one that serves, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP 210) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 
Eternal God, in every age you have raised up men and women to live and die in faith. Forgive our 

indifference to your will. You have commanded us to speak, but we have been silent. You have called 

us to do what is just, but we have been idle. You have called us to live faithfully, but we have been 

afraid. Have mercy on us and forgive us. Keep before us faithful people to follow so that living with 

courage and love, we may work for and inherit the kingdom promised in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

“Yet we know a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we 

also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the 

law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.”  (Galatians 2:16) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 41 

O LORD, Be Gracious to Me 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

Blessed is the one who considers the poor! 

    In the day of trouble the LORD delivers him; 

2 the LORD protects him and keeps him alive; 

    he is called blessed in the land; 

    you do not give him up to the will of his enemies. 

3 The LORD sustains him on his sickbed; 

    in his illness you restore him to full health. 

4 As for me, I said, “O LORD, be gracious to me; 

    heal me, for I have sinned against you!” 

5 My enemies say of me in malice, 

    “When will he die, and his name perish?” 

6 And when one comes to see me, he utters empty words, 

    while his heart gathers iniquity; 

    when he goes out, he tells it abroad. 

7 All who hate me whisper together about me; 

    they imagine the worst for me. 

8 They say, “A deadly thing is poured out on him; 

    he will not rise again from where he lies.” 

9 Even my close friend in whom I trusted, 

    who ate my bread, has lifted his heel against me. 

10 But you, O LORD, be gracious to me, 

    and raise me up, that I may repay them! 
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11 By this I know that you delight in me: 

    my enemy will not shout in triumph over me. 

12 But you have upheld me because of my integrity, 

    and set me in your presence forever. 

13 Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 

    from everlasting to everlasting! 

Amen and Amen. 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
Acts, as it is commonly called, is a second volume of the Gospel of Luke. Both were likely written by 

Luke, an early Christian who traveled with the apostle Paul. Luke was probably a physician or doctor 

and was also a Gentile, or non-Jewish Christian. The gospel of Luke functions as the first volume of 

the set, detailing the story of Jesus, while Acts functions as a second volume, telling the stories of the 

apostles, or messengers, of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Scholars believe both volumes were written 

about 50 or more years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Acts 11 

Peter Reports to the Church 

Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 

received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, 

saying, 3 “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 4 But Peter began and explained it to 

them in order: 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, something like a 

great sheet descending, being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to me. 6 

Looking at it closely, I observed animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. 7 And I 

heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing 

common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But the voice answered a second time from heaven, 

‘What God has made clean, do not call common.’ 10 This happened three times, and all was drawn up 

again into heaven. 11 And behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the house in which we 

were, sent to me from Caesarea. 12 And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction. 

These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. 13 And he told us how he 

had seen the angel stand in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called Peter; 14 

he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved, you and all your household.’ 15 As I 

began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the 
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word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus 

Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?” 18 When they heard these things they fell silent. 

And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to 

life.” 

The Church in Antioch 

19 Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as 

Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews. 20 But there were some 

of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, 

preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who 

believed turned to the Lord. 22 The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they 

sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted 

them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose, 24 for he was a good man, full of the 

Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord. 25 So Barnabas went to 

Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year 

they met with the church and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the disciples were first 

called Christians. 

27 Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 And one of them named 

Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the world (this 

took place in the days of Claudius). 29 So the disciples determined, every one according to his ability, to 

send relief to the brothers living in Judea. 30 And they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of 

Barnabas and Saul. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Callings / Work 

 

• Pray for three people in your callings or workplace by name. How can you encourage them 

today? If any do not know Christ, pray that they would come to know him through your 

witness. 

• What calling or workplace relationships need repair? Is there anyone you need to confess to? 

Forgive? Ask God how you might move toward that person in love. 

• Ask God to give you opportunities to bear witness to his love in your life. Ask him to help you 

be attentive and prepared to give the reason for the hope you have (1 Peter 3:15). 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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