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Formation Devotional 
May 19, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Come into this time just as you are, like a child who runs to his father’s arms. Use this email as you are able, in 

whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; establish the work of our hands for us—yes, establish 

the work of our hands. (Psalm 90:17) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
O heavenly Father, who has filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to behold your gracious 

hand in all your works; that, rejoicing in your whole creation, we may learn to serve you with 

gladness; for the sake of him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. (BCP 814) 

 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 

1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 44 

Come to Our Help 

To the choirmaster. A Maskil of the Sons of Korah. 

O God, we have heard with our ears, 

    our fathers have told us, 
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what deeds you performed in their days, 

    in the days of old: 

2 you with your own hand drove out the nations, 

    but them you planted; 

you afflicted the peoples, 

    but them you set free; 

3 for not by their own sword did they win the land, 

    nor did their own arm save them, 

but your right hand and your arm, 

    and the light of your face, 

    for you delighted in them. 

4 You are my King, O God; 

    ordain salvation for Jacob! 

5 Through you we push down our foes; 

    through your name we tread down those who rise up against us. 

6 For not in my bow do I trust, 

    nor can my sword save me. 

7 But you have saved us from our foes 

    and have put to shame those who hate us. 

8 In God we have boasted continually, 

    and we will give thanks to your name forever. Selah 

9 But you have rejected us and disgraced us 

    and have not gone out with our armies. 

10 You have made us turn back from the foe, 

    and those who hate us have gotten spoil. 
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11 You have made us like sheep for slaughter 

    and have scattered us among the nations. 

12 You have sold your people for a trifle, 

    demanding no high price for them. 

13 You have made us the taunt of our neighbors, 

    the derision and scorn of those around us. 

14 You have made us a byword among the nations, 

    a laughingstock among the peoples. 

15 All day long my disgrace is before me, 

    and shame has covered my face 

16 at the sound of the taunter and reviler, 

    at the sight of the enemy and the avenger. 

17 All this has come upon us, 

    though we have not forgotten you, 

    and we have not been false to your covenant. 

18 Our heart has not turned back, 

    nor have our steps departed from your way; 

19 yet you have broken us in the place of jackals 

    and covered us with the shadow of death. 

20 If we had forgotten the name of our God 

    or spread out our hands to a foreign god, 

21 would not God discover this? 

    For he knows the secrets of the heart. 

22 Yet for your sake we are killed all the day long; 

    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered. 
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23 Awake! Why are you sleeping, O Lord? 

    Rouse yourself! Do not reject us forever! 

24 Why do you hide your face? 

    Why do you forget our affliction and oppression? 

25 For our soul is bowed down to the dust; 

    our belly clings to the ground. 

26 Rise up; come to our help! 

    Redeem us for the sake of your steadfast love! 

 

 

Old Testament Reading 

 
Leviticus establishes Jewish identity through the priesthood and festivals. With the number of 

commands concerning cleanliness and dedication to God, living a life that is pleasing to God becomes 

a daunting task. Yet Leviticus is filled with gems of wisdom when seen through the work of Christ. 

 

As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Leviticus 10 

The Death of Nadab and Abihu 

Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it and laid incense on 

it and offered unauthorized fire before the LORD, which he had not commanded them. 2 And fire came 

out from before the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. 3 Then Moses said to 

Aaron, “This is what the LORD has said: ‘Among those who are near me I will be sanctified, and 

before all the people I will be glorified.’” And Aaron held his peace. 

4 And Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and said to them, 

“Come near; carry your brothers away from the front of the sanctuary and out of the camp.” 5 So they 

came near and carried them in their coats out of the camp, as Moses had said. 6 And Moses said to 

Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar his sons, “Do not let the hair of your heads hang loose, and do not 

tear your clothes, lest you die, and wrath come upon all the congregation; but let your brothers, the 

whole house of Israel, bewail the burning that the LORD has kindled. 7 And do not go outside the 

entrance of the tent of meeting, lest you die, for the anointing oil of the LORD is upon you.” And they 

did according to the word of Moses. 
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8 And the LORD spoke to Aaron, saying, 9 “Drink no wine or strong drink, you or your sons with you, 

when you go into the tent of meeting, lest you die. It shall be a statute forever throughout your 

generations. 10 You are to distinguish between the holy and the common, and between the unclean and 

the clean, 11 and you are to teach the people of Israel all the statutes that the LORD has spoken to them 

by Moses.” 

12 Moses spoke to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar, his surviving sons: “Take the grain offering that 

is left of the LORD's food offerings, and eat it unleavened beside the altar, for it is most holy. 13 You 

shall eat it in a holy place, because it is your due and your sons' due, from the LORD's food offerings, 

for so I am commanded. 14 But the breast that is waved and the thigh that is contributed you shall eat 

in a clean place, you and your sons and your daughters with you, for they are given as your due and 

your sons' due from the sacrifices of the peace offerings of the people of Israel. 15 The thigh that is 

contributed and the breast that is waved they shall bring with the food offerings of the fat pieces to 

wave for a wave offering before the LORD, and it shall be yours and your sons' with you as a due 

forever, as the LORD has commanded.” 

16 Now Moses diligently inquired about the goat of the sin offering, and behold, it was burned up! And 

he was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, the surviving sons of Aaron, saying, 17 “Why have you not 

eaten the sin offering in the place of the sanctuary, since it is a thing most holy and has been given to 

you that you may bear the iniquity of the congregation, to make atonement for them before the LORD? 
18 Behold, its blood was not brought into the inner part of the sanctuary. You certainly ought to have 

eaten it in the sanctuary, as I commanded.” 19 And Aaron said to Moses, “Behold, today they have 

offered their sin offering and their burnt offering before the LORD, and yet such things as these have 

happened to me! If I had eaten the sin offering today, would the LORD have approved?” 20 And when 

Moses heard that, he approved. 

 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

 

Gospel Identity 

 
• Thank God for encouraging you through fellowship among other believers. 

• Thank God for actively working in your relationships and shepherding groups right now. 

• Thank God for giving us his son, the foundation of the church and the cornerstone that holds 

us together as one body. 

 
O God, the Father of all, whose Son commanded us to love our enemies: Lead them and us from 

prejudice to truth; deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and in your good time 

enable us all to stand reconciled before you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 816) 
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Benediction 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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