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Formation Devotional 
May 19, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you read and pray this morning, remember you are in God’s presence. Trust in the Holy Spirit to guide you 

and direct your thoughts. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your 

righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. Then you will 

call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. (Isaiah 58:8-9) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
O God, who has made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent his blessed Son to preach 

peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek 

after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and 

hasten the coming of your kingdom; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 58) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 
Eternal God, in every age you have raised up men and women to live and die in faith. Forgive our 

indifference to your will. You have commanded us to speak, but we have been silent. You have called 

us to do what is just, but we have been idle. You have called us to live faithfully, but we have been 

afraid. Have mercy on us and forgive us. Keep before us faithful people to follow so that living with 

courage and love, we may work for and inherit the kingdom promised in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

“Yet we know a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we 

also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the 

law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.”  (Galatians 2:16) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 43 

Send Out Your Light and Your Truth 

Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause 

    against an ungodly people, 

from the deceitful and unjust man 

    deliver me! 

2 For you are the God in whom I take refuge; 

    why have you rejected me? 

Why do I go about mourning 

    because of the oppression of the enemy? 

3 Send out your light and your truth; 

    let them lead me; 

let them bring me to your holy hill 

    and to your dwelling! 

4 Then I will go to the altar of God, 

    to God my exceeding joy, 

and I will praise you with the lyre, 

    O God, my God. 

5 Why are you cast down, O my soul, 

    and why are you in turmoil within me? 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 

    my salvation and my God. 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
Acts, as it is commonly called, is a second volume of the Gospel of Luke. Both were likely written by 

Luke, an early Christian who traveled with the apostle Paul. Luke was probably a physician or doctor 
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and was also a Gentile, or non-Jewish Christian. The gospel of Luke functions as the first volume of 

the set, detailing the story of Jesus, while Acts functions as a second volume, telling the stories of the 

apostles, or messengers, of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Scholars believe both volumes were written 

about 50 or more years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Acts 12 

James Killed and Peter Imprisoned 

About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. 2 He killed 

James the brother of John with the sword, 3 and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to 

arrest Peter also. This was during the days of Unleavened Bread. 4 And when he had seized him, he 

put him in prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the 

Passover to bring him out to the people. 5 So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was 

made to God by the church. 

Peter Is Rescued 

6 Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping between two 

soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the prison. 7 And behold, 

an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and 

woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands. 8 And the angel said to him, 

“Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your cloak 

around you and follow me.” 9 And he went out and followed him. He did not know that what was 

being done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. 10 When they had passed the first 

and the second guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own 

accord, and they went out and went along one street, and immediately the angel left him. 11 When 

Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from 

the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.” 

12 When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name was 

Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying. 13 And when he knocked at the door of 

the gateway, a servant girl named Rhoda came to answer. 14 Recognizing Peter's voice, in her joy she 

did not open the gate but ran in and reported that Peter was standing at the gate. 15 They said to her, 

“You are out of your mind.” But she kept insisting that it was so, and they kept saying, “It is his 

angel!” 16 But Peter continued knocking, and when they opened, they saw him and were amazed. 17 But 

motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how the Lord had brought him out 

of the prison. And he said, “Tell these things to James and to the brothers.” Then he departed and 

went to another place. 

18 Now when day came, there was no little disturbance among the soldiers over what had become of 

Peter. 19 And after Herod searched for him and did not find him, he examined the sentries and ordered 

that they should be put to death. Then he went down from Judea to Caesarea and spent time there. 
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The Death of Herod 

20 Now Herod was angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon, and they came to him with one accord, 

and having persuaded Blastus, the king's chamberlain, they asked for peace, because their country 

depended on the king's country for food. 21 On an appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, took 

his seat upon the throne, and delivered an oration to them. 22 And the people were shouting, “The 

voice of a god, and not of a man!” 23 Immediately an angel of the Lord struck him down, because he 

did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and breathed his last. 

24 But the word of God increased and multiplied. 

25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they had completed their service, bringing 

with them John, whose other name was Mark. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Gospel Identity 

 
• Think ahead to your day. Pray that you would experience God’s love for you in Christ in new 

and specific ways throughout the day. 

• Pray that those in the church and in your shepherding group would experience God’s love in 

new ways. 

• Pray that you would engage this world like Jesus, bringing hope and making disciples in all 

spheres of life. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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