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Formation Devotional 
May 20, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Cling to Jesus and rest in him this evening, knowing that the Father sees you and loves you like his only Son. 

Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
I keep my eyes always on the Lord. With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Therefore my 

heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure. (Psalm 16:8-9) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
Almighty God, you have revealed to your Church your eternal Being of glorious majesty and perfect 

love as one God in Trinity of Persons: Give us grace to continue steadfast in the confession of this 

faith, and constant in our worship of you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; for you live and reign, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen. (BCP 251) 

 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 

1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 46 

God Is Our Fortress 

To the choirmaster. Of the Sons of Korah. According to Alamoth. A Song. 

God is our refuge and strength, 

    a very present help in trouble. 
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2 Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 

    though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 

3 though its waters roar and foam, 

    though the mountains tremble at its swelling. Selah 

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

    the holy habitation of the Most High. 

5 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 

    God will help her when morning dawns. 

6 The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 

    he utters his voice, the earth melts. 

7 The LORD of hosts is with us; 

    the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah 

8 Come, behold the works of the LORD, 

    how he has brought desolations on the earth. 

9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

    he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

    he burns the chariots with fire. 

10 “Be still, and know that I am God. 

    I will be exalted among the nations, 

    I will be exalted in the earth!” 

11 The LORD of hosts is with us; 

    the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah 

Old Testament Reading 

 
Leviticus establishes Jewish identity through the priesthood and festivals. With the number of 

commands concerning cleanliness and dedication to God, living a life that is pleasing to God becomes 

a daunting task. Yet Leviticus is filled with gems of wisdom when seen through the work of Christ. 
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As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Leviticus 11 

Clean and Unclean Animals 

And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying to them, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, 

These are the living things that you may eat among all the animals that are on the earth. 3 Whatever 

parts the hoof and is cloven-footed and chews the cud, among the animals, you may eat. 4 

Nevertheless, among those that chew the cud or part the hoof, you shall not eat these: The camel, 

because it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you. 5 And the rock badger, because 

it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you. 6 And the hare, because it chews the cud 

but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you. 7 And the pig, because it parts the hoof and is cloven-

footed but does not chew the cud, is unclean to you. 8 You shall not eat any of their flesh, and you shall 

not touch their carcasses; they are unclean to you. 

9 “These you may eat, of all that are in the waters. Everything in the waters that has fins and scales, 

whether in the seas or in the rivers, you may eat. 10 But anything in the seas or the rivers that does not 

have fins and scales, of the swarming creatures in the waters and of the living creatures that are in the 

waters, is detestable to you. 11 You shall regard them as detestable; you shall not eat any of their flesh, 

and you shall detest their carcasses. 12 Everything in the waters that does not have fins and scales is 

detestable to you. 

13 “And these you shall detest among the birds; they shall not be eaten; they are detestable: the eagle, 

the bearded vulture, the black vulture, 14 the kite, the falcon of any kind, 15 every raven of any kind, 16 the 

ostrich, the nighthawk, the sea gull, the hawk of any kind, 17 the little owl, the cormorant, the short-

eared owl, 18 the barn owl, the tawny owl, the carrion vulture, 19 the stork, the heron of any kind, the 

hoopoe, and the bat. 

20 “All winged insects that go on all fours are detestable to you. 21 Yet among the winged insects that go 

on all fours you may eat those that have jointed legs above their feet, with which to hop on the 

ground. 22 Of them you may eat: the locust of any kind, the bald locust of any kind, the cricket of any 

kind, and the grasshopper of any kind. 23 But all other winged insects that have four feet are detestable 

to you. 

24 “And by these you shall become unclean. Whoever touches their carcass shall be unclean until the 

evening, 25 and whoever carries any part of their carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the 

evening. 26 Every animal that parts the hoof but is not cloven-footed or does not chew the cud is 

unclean to you. Everyone who touches them shall be unclean. 27 And all that walk on their paws, 

among the animals that go on all fours, are unclean to you. Whoever touches their carcass shall be 

unclean until the evening, 28 and he who carries their carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean 

until the evening; they are unclean to you. 
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29 “And these are unclean to you among the swarming things that swarm on the ground: the mole rat, 

the mouse, the great lizard of any kind, 30 the gecko, the monitor lizard, the lizard, the sand lizard, and 

the chameleon. 31 These are unclean to you among all that swarm. Whoever touches them when they 

are dead shall be unclean until the evening. 32 And anything on which any of them falls when they are 

dead shall be unclean, whether it is an article of wood or a garment or a skin or a sack, any article that 

is used for any purpose. It must be put into water, and it shall be unclean until the evening; then it 

shall be clean. 33 And if any of them falls into any earthenware vessel, all that is in it shall be unclean, 

and you shall break it. 34 Any food in it that could be eaten, on which water comes, shall be unclean. 

And all drink that could be drunk from every such vessel shall be unclean. 35 And everything on which 

any part of their carcass falls shall be unclean. Whether oven or stove, it shall be broken in pieces. 

They are unclean and shall remain unclean for you. 36 Nevertheless, a spring or a cistern holding water 

shall be clean, but whoever touches a carcass in them shall be unclean. 37 And if any part of their 

carcass falls upon any seed grain that is to be sown, it is clean, 38 but if water is put on the seed and any 

part of their carcass falls on it, it is unclean to you. 

39 “And if any animal which you may eat dies, whoever touches its carcass shall be unclean until the 

evening, 40 and whoever eats of its carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening. And 

whoever carries the carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening. 

41 “Every swarming thing that swarms on the ground is detestable; it shall not be eaten. 42 Whatever 

goes on its belly, and whatever goes on all fours, or whatever has many feet, any swarming thing that 

swarms on the ground, you shall not eat, for they are detestable. 43 You shall not make yourselves 

detestable with any swarming thing that swarms, and you shall not defile yourselves with them, and 

become unclean through them. 44 For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be 

holy, for I am holy. You shall not defile yourselves with any swarming thing that crawls on the 

ground. 45 For I am the LORD who brought you up out of the land of Egypt to be your God. You shall 

therefore be holy, for I am holy.” 

46 This is the law about beast and bird and every living creature that moves through the waters and 

every creature that swarms on the ground, 47 to make a distinction between the unclean and the clean 

and between the living creature that may be eaten and the living creature that may not be eaten. 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

 
Church Community 

 
• Thank God for Christ Covenant’s youth and children’s ministry leaders; thank him for the 

leaders who are teaching our future generation to know and apply the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• Thank God that he knows every believer—past, present and future—by name. 

 

O God, the Father of all, whose Son commanded us to love our enemies: Lead them and us from 

prejudice to truth; deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and in your good time 

enable us all to stand reconciled before you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 816) 
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Benediction 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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