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Formation Devotional 
May 21, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Rejoice and be glad, for your father invites you into his loving presence. Use this email as you are able, in whole 

or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy we have been born anew 

to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 1:3) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who has set the solitary in families: We commend to your 

continual care the homes in which your people dwell. Put far from them every root of bitterness, the 

desire of vainglory, and the pride of life. Fill them with faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, 

patience, godliness. Knit together in constant affection those who, in holy wedlock, have been made 

one flesh. Turn the hearts of the parents to the children, and the hearts of the children to the parents; 

and so kindle love among us all, that we may be kind to one to another; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. (BCP 828) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 
Eternal God, in every age you have raised up men and women to live and die in faith. Forgive our 

indifference to your will. You have commanded us to speak, but we have been silent. You have called 

us to do what is just, but we have been idle. You have called us to live faithfully, but we have been 

afraid. Have mercy on us and forgive us. Keep before us faithful people to follow so that living with 

courage and love, we may work for and inherit the kingdom promised in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

“Yet we know a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we 

also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the 

law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.”  (Galatians 2:16) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 

Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 47 

God Is King over All the Earth 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. 

Clap your hands, all peoples! 

    Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 

2 For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, 

    a great king over all the earth. 

3 He subdued peoples under us, 

    and nations under our feet. 

4 He chose our heritage for us, 

    the pride of Jacob whom he loves. Selah 

5 God has gone up with a shout, 

    the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

6 Sing praises to God, sing praises! 

    Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 

7 For God is the King of all the earth; 

    sing praises with a psalm! 

8 God reigns over the nations; 

    God sits on his holy throne. 

9 The princes of the peoples gather 

    as the people of the God of Abraham. 

For the shields of the earth belong to God; 

    he is highly exalted! 
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New Testament Reading 

 
Acts, as it is commonly called, is a second volume of the Gospel of Luke. Both were likely written by 

Luke, an early Christian who traveled with the apostle Paul. Luke was probably a physician or doctor 

and was also a Gentile, or non-Jewish Christian. The gospel of Luke functions as the first volume of 

the set, detailing the story of Jesus, while Acts functions as a second volume, telling the stories of the 

apostles, or messengers, of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Scholars believe both volumes were written 

about 50 or more years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Acts 14 

Paul and Barnabas at Iconium 

Now at Iconium they entered together into the Jewish synagogue and spoke in such a way that a 

great number of both Jews and Greeks believed. 2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and 

poisoned their minds against the brothers. 3 So they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the 

Lord, who bore witness to the word of his grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their 

hands. 4 But the people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews and some with the apostles. 
5 When an attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to mistreat them and to 

stone them, 6 they learned of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding 

country, 7 and there they continued to preach the gospel. 

Paul and Barnabas at Lystra 

8 Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet. He was crippled from birth and 

had never walked. 9 He listened to Paul speaking. And Paul, looking intently at him and seeing that he 

had faith to be made well, 10 said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” And he sprang up and 

began walking. 11 And when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in 

Lycaonian, “The gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!” 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and 

Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. 13 And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the 

entrance to the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates and wanted to offer sacrifice with the 

crowds. 14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their garments and rushed 

out into the crowd, crying out, 15 “Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men, of like 

nature with you, and we bring you good news, that you should turn from these vain things to a living 

God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them. 16 In past generations he 

allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways. 17 Yet he did not leave himself without witness, for 

he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food 

and gladness.” 18 Even with these words they scarcely restrained the people from offering sacrifice to 

them. 
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Paul Stoned at Lystra 

19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, they stoned Paul and 

dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. 20 But when the disciples gathered about him, 

he rose up and entered the city, and on the next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe. 21 When they 

had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to 

Iconium and to Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in 

the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. 23 And when 

they had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to 

the Lord in whom they had believed. 

Paul and Barnabas Return to Antioch in Syria 

24 Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. 25 And when they had spoken the word in 

Perga, they went down to Attalia, 26 and from there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been 

commended to the grace of God for the work that they had fulfilled. 27 And when they arrived and 

gathered the church together, they declared all that God had done with them, and how he had 

opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. 28 And they remained no little time with the disciples. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Relationships 

 
• Pray for those in your immediate family. For what do they need prayer? If any do not know 

Christ, pray that they would come to know him. 

• Ask God to reveal to you if there are members of your family whom you can come alongside 

and encourage in their faith. If so, pray that God would reveal them to you and give you the 

words, wisdom and compassion to share. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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