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Formation Devotional 
May 25, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you come before him this evening, rest in the assurance of his great love. Use this email as you are able, in 

whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 

learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 

easy, and my burden is light. (Matthew 11:28-30) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty God, you have so linked our lives one with another that all we do affects, for good or ill, all 

other lives: So guide us in the work we do, that we may do it not for self alone, but for the common 

good; and, as we seek a proper return for our own labor, make us mindful of the rightful aspirations 

of other workers, and arouse our concern for those who are out of work; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP 

261) 

 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 

1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 52 

The Steadfast Love of God Endures 

To the choirmaster. A Maskil of David, when Doeg, the Edomite, came and told Saul, “David has come to the 

house of Ahimelech.” 
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Why do you boast of evil, O mighty man? 

    The steadfast love of God endures all the day. 

2 Your tongue plots destruction, 

    like a sharp razor, you worker of deceit. 

3 You love evil more than good, 

    and lying more than speaking what is right. Selah 

4 You love all words that devour, 

    O deceitful tongue. 

5 But God will break you down forever; 

    he will snatch and tear you from your tent; 

    he will uproot you from the land of the living. Selah 

6 The righteous shall see and fear, 

    and shall laugh at him, saying, 

7 “See the man who would not make 

    God his refuge, 

but trusted in the abundance of his riches 

    and sought refuge in his own destruction!” 

8 But I am like a green olive tree 

    in the house of God. 

I trust in the steadfast love of God 

    forever and ever. 

9 I will thank you forever, 

    because you have done it. 

I will wait for your name, for it is good, 

    in the presence of the godly. 
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Old Testament Reading 

 
Leviticus establishes Jewish identity through the priesthood and festivals. With the number of 

commands concerning cleanliness and dedication to God, living a life that is pleasing to God becomes 

a daunting task. Yet Leviticus is filled with gems of wisdom when seen through the work of Christ. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Leviticus 14 

Laws for Cleansing Lepers 

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “This shall be the law of the leprous person for the day of his 

cleansing. He shall be brought to the priest, 3 and the priest shall go out of the camp, and the priest 

shall look. Then, if the case of leprous disease is healed in the leprous person, 4 the priest shall 

command them to take for him who is to be cleansed two live clean birds and cedarwood and scarlet 

yarn and hyssop. 5 And the priest shall command them to kill one of the birds in an earthenware 

vessel over fresh water. 6 He shall take the live bird with the cedarwood and the scarlet yarn and the 

hyssop, and dip them and the live bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over the fresh water. 7 

And he shall sprinkle it seven times on him who is to be cleansed of the leprous disease. Then he shall 

pronounce him clean and shall let the living bird go into the open field. 8 And he who is to be cleansed 

shall wash his clothes and shave off all his hair and bathe himself in water, and he shall be clean. And 

after that he may come into the camp, but live outside his tent seven days. 9 And on the seventh day he 

shall shave off all his hair from his head, his beard, and his eyebrows. He shall shave off all his hair, 

and then he shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and he shall be clean. 

10 “And on the eighth day he shall take two male lambs without blemish, and one ewe lamb a year old 

without blemish, and a grain offering of three tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil, and one 

log of oil. 11 And the priest who cleanses him shall set the man who is to be cleansed and these things 

before the LORD, at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 12 And the priest shall take one of the male 

lambs and offer it for a guilt offering, along with the log of oil, and wave them for a wave offering 

before the LORD. 13 And he shall kill the lamb in the place where they kill the sin offering and the burnt 

offering, in the place of the sanctuary. For the guilt offering, like the sin offering, belongs to the priest; 

it is most holy. 14 The priest shall take some of the blood of the guilt offering, and the priest shall put it 

on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and on 

the big toe of his right foot. 15 Then the priest shall take some of the log of oil and pour it into the palm 

of his own left hand 16 and dip his right finger in the oil that is in his left hand and sprinkle some oil 

with his finger seven times before the LORD. 17 And some of the oil that remains in his hand the priest 

shall put on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand 

and on the big toe of his right foot, on top of the blood of the guilt offering. 18 And the rest of the oil 

that is in the priest's hand he shall put on the head of him who is to be cleansed. Then the priest shall 

make atonement for him before the LORD. 19 The priest shall offer the sin offering, to make atonement 

for him who is to be cleansed from his uncleanness. And afterward he shall kill the burnt offering. 20 
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And the priest shall offer the burnt offering and the grain offering on the altar. Thus the priest shall 

make atonement for him, and he shall be clean. 

21 “But if he is poor and cannot afford so much, then he shall take one male lamb for a guilt offering to 

be waved, to make atonement for him, and a tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain 

offering, and a log of oil; 22 also two turtledoves or two pigeons, whichever he can afford. The one shall 

be a sin offering and the other a burnt offering. 23 And on the eighth day he shall bring them for his 

cleansing to the priest, to the entrance of the tent of meeting, before the LORD. 24 And the priest shall 

take the lamb of the guilt offering and the log of oil, and the priest shall wave them for a wave 

offering before the LORD. 25 And he shall kill the lamb of the guilt offering. And the priest shall take 

some of the blood of the guilt offering and put it on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be 

cleansed, and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. 26 And the priest shall 

pour some of the oil into the palm of his own left hand, 27 and shall sprinkle with his right finger some 

of the oil that is in his left hand seven times before the LORD. 28 And the priest shall put some of the oil 

that is in his hand on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his 

right hand and on the big toe of his right foot, in the place where the blood of the guilt offering was 

put. 29 And the rest of the oil that is in the priest's hand he shall put on the head of him who is to be 

cleansed, to make atonement for him before the LORD. 30 And he shall offer, of the turtledoves or 

pigeons, whichever he can afford, 31 one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering, along with 

a grain offering. And the priest shall make atonement before the LORD for him who is being cleansed. 
32 This is the law for him in whom is a case of leprous disease, who cannot afford the offerings for his 

cleansing.” 

Laws for Cleansing Houses 

33 The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 34 “When you come into the land of Canaan, which I 

give you for a possession, and I put a case of leprous disease in a house in the land of your possession, 
35 then he who owns the house shall come and tell the priest, ‘There seems to me to be some case of 

disease in my house.’ 36 Then the priest shall command that they empty the house before the priest 

goes to examine the disease, lest all that is in the house be declared unclean. And afterward the priest 

shall go in to see the house. 37 And he shall examine the disease. And if the disease is in the walls of the 

house with greenish or reddish spots, and if it appears to be deeper than the surface, 38 then the priest 

shall go out of the house to the door of the house and shut up the house seven days. 39 And the priest 

shall come again on the seventh day, and look. If the disease has spread in the walls of the house, 40 

then the priest shall command that they take out the stones in which is the disease and throw them 

into an unclean place outside the city. 41 And he shall have the inside of the house scraped all around, 

and the plaster that they scrape off they shall pour out in an unclean place outside the city. 42 Then 

they shall take other stones and put them in the place of those stones, and he shall take other plaster 

and plaster the house. 

43 “If the disease breaks out again in the house, after he has taken out the stones and scraped the house 

and plastered it, 44 then the priest shall go and look. And if the disease has spread in the house, it is a 

persistent leprous disease in the house; it is unclean. 45 And he shall break down the house, its stones 

and timber and all the plaster of the house, and he shall carry them out of the city to an unclean place. 
46 Moreover, whoever enters the house while it is shut up shall be unclean until the evening, 47 and 
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whoever sleeps in the house shall wash his clothes, and whoever eats in the house shall wash his 

clothes. 

48 “But if the priest comes and looks, and if the disease has not spread in the house after the house was 

plastered, then the priest shall pronounce the house clean, for the disease is healed. 49 And for the 

cleansing of the house he shall take two small birds, with cedarwood and scarlet yarn and hyssop, 50 

and shall kill one of the birds in an earthenware vessel over fresh water 51 and shall take the 

cedarwood and the hyssop and the scarlet yarn, along with the live bird, and dip them in the blood of 

the bird that was killed and in the fresh water and sprinkle the house seven times. 52 Thus he shall 

cleanse the house with the blood of the bird and with the fresh water and with the live bird and with 

the cedarwood and hyssop and scarlet yarn. 53 And he shall let the live bird go out of the city into the 

open country. So he shall make atonement for the house, and it shall be clean.” 

54 This is the law for any case of leprous disease: for an itch, 55 for leprous disease in a garment or in a 

house, 56 and for a swelling or an eruption or a spot, 57 to show when it is unclean and when it is clean. 

This is the law for leprous disease. 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

 
Callings / Work 

• Thank God that in Christ, “all things hold together” (Colossians 1:17). Praise him that every 

industry and sector and calling was made for him and through him. 

• Thank God for the dignity of our callings and work, that since we are made in his image, we 

find fulfillment in working with him for the renewal of all things. 

• Thank God for the gift of sabbath. Ask him to help you experience deep spiritual joy and rest 

in your sabbath practices. Thank him for showing you his love most vividly on the day you 

produce nothing for him. 

O God of peace, who taught us that in returning and rest we shall be saved, in quietness and 

confidence shall be our strength: By the might of your Spirit lift us to your presence, where we may be 

still and know that you are God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 832) 

Benediction 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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