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Formation Devotional 
May 25, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you enter into his presence this morning, remember that God is with you and for you, because he loves you. 

Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait 

expectantly. (Psalm 5:3) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed 

and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members of 

your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and godly serve you; through 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. (BCP 57) 
 

Confession of Sin 

 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We 

have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have left undone those things 

which we ought to have done; and we have done those things which we ought not to have done; and 

there is no health in us. But you, O Lord, have mercy upon us. And grant, O most merciful Father, for 

Jesus’ sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous and joyful life, to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen. 

 
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He will not always 

chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us 

according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast 

love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our 

transgressions from us.  (Psalm 103:8-12) 
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Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 51 

Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet went to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba. 

Have mercy on me, O God, 

    according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy 

    blot out my transgressions. 

2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

    and cleanse me from my sin! 

3 For I know my transgressions, 

    and my sin is ever before me. 

4 Against you, you only, have I sinned 

    and done what is evil in your sight, 

so that you may be justified in your words 

    and blameless in your judgment. 

5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

    and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

6 Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 

    and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 

7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

    let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 
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9 Hide your face from my sins, 

    and blot out all my iniquities. 

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

    and renew a right spirit within me. 

11 Cast me not away from your presence, 

    and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

    and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

    and sinners will return to you. 

14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, 

    O God of my salvation, 

    and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness. 

15 O Lord, open my lips, 

    and my mouth will declare your praise. 

16 For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; 

    you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. 

17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

    a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

18 Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; 

    build up the walls of Jerusalem; 

19 then will you delight in right sacrifices, 

    in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; 

    then bulls will be offered on your altar. 
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New Testament Reading 

 
Acts, as it is commonly called, is a second volume of the Gospel of Luke. Both were likely written by 

Luke, an early Christian who traveled with the apostle Paul. Luke was probably a physician or doctor 

and was also a Gentile, or non-Jewish Christian. The gospel of Luke functions as the first volume of 

the set, detailing the story of Jesus, while Acts functions as a second volume, telling the stories of the 

apostles, or messengers, of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Scholars believe both volumes were written 

about 50 or more years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Acts 16 

Timothy Joins Paul and Silas 

Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish 

woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek. 2 He was well spoken of by the brothers at 

Lystra and Iconium. 3 Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and circumcised him 

because of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. 4 As they 

went on their way through the cities, they delivered to them for observance the decisions that had 

been reached by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. 5 So the churches were strengthened 

in the faith, and they increased in numbers daily. 

The Macedonian Call 

6 And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit 

to speak the word in Asia. 7 And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, 

but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. 8 So, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. 9 And a 

vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, 

“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought 

to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 

The Conversion of Lydia 

11 So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the following day to 

Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a 

Roman colony. We remained in this city some days. 13 And on the Sabbath day we went outside the 

gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to 

the women who had come together. 14 One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of 

Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay 

attention to what was said by Paul. 15 And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she 

urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And 

she prevailed upon us. 
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Paul and Silas in Prison 

16 As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination 

and brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These 

men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” 18 And this she 

kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I 

command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. 

19 But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged 

them into the marketplace before the rulers. 20 And when they had brought them to the magistrates, 

they said, “These men are Jews, and they are disturbing our city. 21 They advocate customs that are not 

lawful for us as Romans to accept or practice.” 22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the 

magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods. 23 And when they had 

inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, ordering the jailer to keep them safely. 
24 Having received this order, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

The Philippian Jailer Converted 

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 

listening to them, 26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison 

were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's bonds were unfastened. 27 

When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to 

kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, “Do not 

harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29 And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with 

fear he fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to 

be saved?” 31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 

household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 And he 

took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and 

all his family. 34 Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced 

along with his entire household that he had believed in God. 

35 But when it was day, the magistrates sent the police, saying, “Let those men go.” 36 And the jailer 

reported these words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates have sent to let you go. Therefore come out 

now and go in peace.” 37 But Paul said to them, “They have beaten us publicly, uncondemned, men 

who are Roman citizens, and have thrown us into prison; and do they now throw us out secretly? No! 

Let them come themselves and take us out.” 38 The police reported these words to the magistrates, and 

they were afraid when they heard that they were Roman citizens. 39 So they came and apologized to 

them. And they took them out and asked them to leave the city. 40 So they went out of the prison and 

visited Lydia. And when they had seen the brothers, they encouraged them and departed. 
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Prayers of Intercession 

Callings / Work 

• Pray for two other industries or callings besides your own. Pray that God’s redemptive 

purposes would be realized through them. Pray for integrity, compassion, excellence and 

justice in those fields and callings. 

• Pray for those who are unemployed or underemployed. Ask that God would provide for them 

in their need and would bring them meaningful work. 

• Pray for our community that tends to have a culture of overwork. Pray for greater health and 

balance. Ask God to show you how you might contribute to a healthier culture in your 

workplace. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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