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Formation Devotional 
May 27, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Cling to Jesus and rest in him this evening, knowing that the Father sees you and loves you like his only Son. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 

You have put gladness in my heart, more than when grain and wine and oil increase. I lie down in 

peace; at once I fall asleep; for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety. (Psalm 4:7-8) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this 

church family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the repentant. Grant us all 

things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy 

Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 817) 

 

Prayer of Examine 

 

Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 

1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 56 

In God I Trust 

To the choirmaster: according to The Dove on Far-off Terebinths. A Miktam of David, when the Philistines 

seized him in Gath. 

Be gracious to me, O God, for man tramples on me; 

    all day long an attacker oppresses me; 
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2 my enemies trample on me all day long, 

    for many attack me proudly. 

3 When I am afraid, 

    I put my trust in you. 

4 In God, whose word I praise, 

    in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. 

    What can flesh do to me? 

5 All day long they injure my cause; 

    all their thoughts are against me for evil. 

6 They stir up strife, they lurk; 

    they watch my steps, 

    as they have waited for my life. 

7 For their crime will they escape? 

    In wrath cast down the peoples, O God! 

8 You have kept count of my tossings; 

    put my tears in your bottle. 

    Are they not in your book? 

9 Then my enemies will turn back 

    in the day when I call. 

    This I know, that God is for me. 

10 In God, whose word I praise, 

    in the LORD, whose word I praise, 

11 in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. 

    What can man do to me? 

12 I must perform my vows to you, O God; 
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    I will render thank offerings to you. 

13 For you have delivered my soul from death, 

    yes, my feet from falling, 

that I may walk before God 

    in the light of life. 

 

Old Testament Reading 

 
Leviticus establishes Jewish identity through the priesthood and festivals. With the number of 

commands concerning cleanliness and dedication to God, living a life that is pleasing to God becomes 

a daunting task. Yet Leviticus is filled with gems of wisdom when seen through the work of Christ. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Leviticus 16 

The Day of Atonement 

The LORD spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they drew near before the 

LORD and died, 2 and the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron your brother not to come at any time into 

the Holy Place inside the veil, before the mercy seat that is on the ark, so that he may not die. For I 

will appear in the cloud over the mercy seat. 3 But in this way Aaron shall come into the Holy Place: 

with a bull from the herd for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering. 4 He shall put on the holy 

linen coat and shall have the linen undergarment on his body, and he shall tie the linen sash around 

his waist, and wear the linen turban; these are the holy garments. He shall bathe his body in water 

and then put them on. 5 And he shall take from the congregation of the people of Israel two male goats 

for a sin offering, and one ram for a burnt offering. 

6 “Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering for himself and shall make atonement for himself and for 

his house. 7 Then he shall take the two goats and set them before the LORD at the entrance of the tent of 

meeting. 8 And Aaron shall cast lots over the two goats, one lot for the LORD and the other lot for 

Azazel. 9 And Aaron shall present the goat on which the lot fell for the LORD and use it as a sin 

offering, 10 but the goat on which the lot fell for Azazel shall be presented alive before the LORD to 

make atonement over it, that it may be sent away into the wilderness to Azazel. 

11 “Aaron shall present the bull as a sin offering for himself, and shall make atonement for himself and 

for his house. He shall kill the bull as a sin offering for himself. 12 And he shall take a censer full of 

coals of fire from the altar before the LORD, and two handfuls of sweet incense beaten small, and he 

shall bring it inside the veil 13 and put the incense on the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the 

incense may cover the mercy seat that is over the testimony, so that he does not die. 14 And he shall 
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take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his finger on the front of the mercy seat on the 

east side, and in front of the mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of the blood with his finger seven 

times. 

15 “Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for the people and bring its blood inside the veil 

and do with its blood as he did with the blood of the bull, sprinkling it over the mercy seat and in 

front of the mercy seat. 16 Thus he shall make atonement for the Holy Place, because of the 

uncleannesses of the people of Israel and because of their transgressions, all their sins. And so he shall 

do for the tent of meeting, which dwells with them in the midst of their uncleannesses. 17 No one may 

be in the tent of meeting from the time he enters to make atonement in the Holy Place until he comes 

out and has made atonement for himself and for his house and for all the assembly of Israel. 18 Then he 

shall go out to the altar that is before the LORD and make atonement for it, and shall take some of the 

blood of the bull and some of the blood of the goat, and put it on the horns of the altar all around. 19 

And he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger seven times, and cleanse it and 

consecrate it from the uncleannesses of the people of Israel. 

20 “And when he has made an end of atoning for the Holy Place and the tent of meeting and the altar, 

he shall present the live goat. 21 And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, and 

confess over it all the iniquities of the people of Israel, and all their transgressions, all their sins. And 

he shall put them on the head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man 

who is in readiness. 22 The goat shall bear all their iniquities on itself to a remote area, and he shall let 

the goat go free in the wilderness. 

23 “Then Aaron shall come into the tent of meeting and shall take off the linen garments that he put on 

when he went into the Holy Place and shall leave them there. 24 And he shall bathe his body in water 

in a holy place and put on his garments and come out and offer his burnt offering and the burnt 

offering of the people and make atonement for himself and for the people. 25 And the fat of the sin 

offering he shall burn on the altar. 26 And he who lets the goat go to Azazel shall wash his clothes and 

bathe his body in water, and afterward he may come into the camp. 27 And the bull for the sin offering 

and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood was brought in to make atonement in the Holy Place, 

shall be carried outside the camp. Their skin and their flesh and their dung shall be burned up with 

fire. 28 And he who burns them shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and afterward he 

may come into the camp. 

29 “And it shall be a statute to you forever that in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, 

you shall afflict yourselves and shall do no work, either the native or the stranger who sojourns 

among you. 30 For on this day shall atonement be made for you to cleanse you. You shall be clean 

before the LORD from all your sins. 31 It is a Sabbath of solemn rest to you, and you shall afflict 

yourselves; it is a statute forever. 32 And the priest who is anointed and consecrated as priest in his 

father's place shall make atonement, wearing the holy linen garments. 33 He shall make atonement for 

the holy sanctuary, and he shall make atonement for the tent of meeting and for the altar, and he shall 

make atonement for the priests and for all the people of the assembly. 34 And this shall be a statute 

forever for you, that atonement may be made for the people of Israel once in the year because of all 

their sins.” And Aaron did as the LORD commanded Moses. 
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Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Church Community 

• Thank God for the elders who lead our church and serve our congregation with grace and 

wisdom. 

• Thank God for giving us the Holy Spirit to guide us as we share our faith. 

• Thank God for sending church planters to our community and for equipping them to be 

effective in their ministry. 

O God of peace, who taught us that in returning and rest we shall be saved, in quietness and 

confidence shall be our strength: By the might of your Spirit lift us to your presence, where we may be 

still and know that you are God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 832) 

Benediction 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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