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Formation Devotional 
May 28, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Rejoice and be glad, for your father invites you into his loving presence. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 

Lord, be gracious to us; we long for you. Be our strength every morning, our salvation in time of 

distress. (Isaiah 33:2) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty God, heavenly Father, you have blessed us with the joy and care of children: Give us calm 

strength and patient wisdom as we bring them up, that we may teach them to love whatever is just 

and true and good, following the example of our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. (BCP 829) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We 

have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have left undone those things 

which we ought to have done; and we have done those things which we ought not to have done; and 

there is no health in us. But you, O Lord, have mercy upon us. And grant, O most merciful Father, for 

Jesus’ sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous and joyful life, to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen. 

 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He will not always 

chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us 

according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast 

love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our 

transgressions from us.  (Psalm 103:8-12) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 

Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 57 

Let Your Glory Be over All the Earth 

To the choirmaster: according to Do Not Destroy. A Miktam of David, when he fled from Saul, in the cave. 

Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, 

    for in you my soul takes refuge; 

in the shadow of your wings I will take refuge, 

    till the storms of destruction pass by. 

2 I cry out to God Most High, 

    to God who fulfills his purpose for me. 

3 He will send from heaven and save me; 

    he will put to shame him who tramples on me. Selah 

God will send out his steadfast love and his faithfulness! 

4 My soul is in the midst of lions; 

    I lie down amid fiery beasts— 

the children of man, whose teeth are spears and arrows, 

    whose tongues are sharp swords. 

5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! 

    Let your glory be over all the earth! 

6 They set a net for my steps; 

    my soul was bowed down. 

They dug a pit in my way, 

    but they have fallen into it themselves. Selah 

7 My heart is steadfast, O God, 

    my heart is steadfast! 

I will sing and make melody! 
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8     Awake, my glory! 

Awake, O harp and lyre! 

    I will awake the dawn! 

9 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples; 

    I will sing praises to you among the nations. 

10 For your steadfast love is great to the heavens, 

    your faithfulness to the clouds. 

11 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! 

    Let your glory be over all the earth! 

 

New Testament Reading 

 

Acts, as it is commonly called, is a second volume of the Gospel of Luke. Both were likely written by 

Luke, an early Christian who traveled with the apostle Paul. Luke was probably a physician or doctor 

and was also a Gentile, or non-Jewish Christian. The gospel of Luke functions as the first volume of 

the set, detailing the story of Jesus, while Acts functions as a second volume, telling the stories of the 

apostles, or messengers, of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Scholars believe both volumes were written 

about 50 or more years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Acts 19 

Paul in Ephesus 

And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the inland country and 

came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. 2 And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 

Spirit when you believed?” And they said, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 

And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They said, “Into John's baptism.” 4 And Paul said, 

“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to 

come after him, that is, Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 

And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking 

in tongues and prophesying. 7 There were about twelve men in all. 

8 And he entered the synagogue and for three months spoke boldly, reasoning and persuading them 

about the kingdom of God. 9 But when some became stubborn and continued in unbelief, speaking 

evil of the Way before the congregation, he withdrew from them and took the disciples with him, 
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reasoning daily in the hall of Tyrannus. 10 This continued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia 

heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. 

The Sons of Sceva 

11 And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or 

aprons that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them and the 

evil spirits came out of them. 13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the 

name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul 

proclaims.” 14 Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. 15 But the evil spirit 

answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?” 16 And the man in whom was 

the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of 

that house naked and wounded. 17 And this became known to all the residents of Ephesus, both Jews 

and Greeks. And fear fell upon them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was extolled. 18 Also many of 

those who were now believers came, confessing and divulging their practices. 19 And a number of 

those who had practiced magic arts brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all. 

And they counted the value of them and found it came to fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20 So the word 

of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily. 

A Riot at Ephesus 

21 Now after these events Paul resolved in the Spirit to pass through Macedonia and Achaia and go to 

Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been there, I must also see Rome.” 22 And having sent into Macedonia 

two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while. 

23 About that time there arose no little disturbance concerning the Way. 24 For a man named Demetrius, 

a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought no little business to the craftsmen. 25 These 

he gathered together, with the workmen in similar trades, and said, “Men, you know that from this 

business we have our wealth. 26 And you see and hear that not only in Ephesus but in almost all of 

Asia this Paul has persuaded and turned away a great many people, saying that gods made with 

hands are not gods. 27 And there is danger not only that this trade of ours may come into disrepute but 

also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis may be counted as nothing, and that she may even 

be deposed from her magnificence, she whom all Asia and the world worship.” 

28 When they heard this they were enraged and were crying out, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 29 

So the city was filled with the confusion, and they rushed together into the theater, dragging with 

them Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians who were Paul's companions in travel. 30 But when Paul 

wished to go in among the crowd, the disciples would not let him. 31 And even some of the Asiarchs, 

who were friends of his, sent to him and were urging him not to venture into the theater. 32 Now some 

cried out one thing, some another, for the assembly was in confusion, and most of them did not know 

why they had come together. 33 Some of the crowd prompted Alexander, whom the Jews had put 

forward. And Alexander, motioning with his hand, wanted to make a defense to the crowd. 34 But 

when they recognized that he was a Jew, for about two hours they all cried out with one voice, “Great 

is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 
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35 And when the town clerk had quieted the crowd, he said, “Men of Ephesus, who is there who does 

not know that the city of the Ephesians is temple keeper of the great Artemis, and of the sacred stone 

that fell from the sky? 36 Seeing then that these things cannot be denied, you ought to be quiet and do 

nothing rash. 37 For you have brought these men here who are neither sacrilegious nor blasphemers of 

our goddess. 38 If therefore Demetrius and the craftsmen with him have a complaint against anyone, 

the courts are open, and there are proconsuls. Let them bring charges against one another. 39 But if you 

seek anything further, it shall be settled in the regular assembly. 40 For we really are in danger of being 

charged with rioting today, since there is no cause that we can give to justify this commotion.” 41 And 

when he had said these things, he dismissed the assembly. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Relationships 

• Pray for the health of families at Christ Covenant and in our community. Pray for love, 

forgiveness, reconciliation and joy. 

• Pray for parents at Christ Covenant and that God would give them the support they need to 

flourish. Pray for wisdom to lead their children to become followers of Jesus. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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