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Formation Devotional 
May 5, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you read and pray this morning, remember you are in God’s presence. Trust in the Holy Spirit to guide you 

and direct your thoughts. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your 

righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. Then you will 

call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. (Isaiah 58:8-9) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
Almighty and eternal God, draw our hearts to you, guide our minds, fill our imaginations, control 

our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto you; and then use us as you will, and 

always to your glory and the welfare of your people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen. (BCP 832) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 
God of love, it is your will that we should love you with heart, soul, mind, strength, and our neighbor 

as ourselves, but we are not sufficient for these things. We confess that our affections continually turn 

away from you: from purity to lust, from freedom to slavery, from compassion to indifference, from 

fullness to emptiness. Have mercy on us. Order our lives by your holy Word, and make your 

commandments the joy of our hearts. Conform us to the image of your loving Son, Jesus, so that we 

may shine before the world to your glory. Amen. 

 
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 

Son of God.  (John 3:16-18) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 23 

The LORD Is My Shepherd 

A Psalm of David. 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

2     He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

He leads me beside still waters. 

3     He restores my soul. 

He leads me in paths of righteousness 

    for his name's sake. 

4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

    I will fear no evil, 

for you are with me; 

    your rod and your staff, 

    they comfort me. 

5 You prepare a table before me 

 
    in the presence of my enemies; 

 
you anoint my head with oil; 

 
    my cup overflows. 

 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

 
    all the days of my life, 

 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 

 
    forever. 

 

 

 

http://www.ccotc.org/


 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  3 

New Testament Reading 

 
Acts, as it is commonly called, is a second volume of the Gospel of Luke. Both were likely written by 

Luke, an early Christian who traveled with the apostle Paul. From Luke was probably a physician or 

doctor and was also a Gentile, or non-Jewish Christian. The gospel of Luke functions as the first 

volume of the set, detailing the story of Jesus, while Acts functions as a second volume, telling the 

stories of the apostles, or messengers, of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Scholars believe both volumes 

were written about 50 or more years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Acts 2 

The Coming of the Holy Spirit 

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came 

from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 

sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them 

utterance. 

5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 And at 

this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing 

them speak in his own language. 7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these 

who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9 

Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 

Rome, 11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues 

the mighty works of God.” 12 And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does 

this mean?” 13 But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

Peter's Sermon at Pentecost 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all 

who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 15 For these people are not 

drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. 16 But this is what was uttered through 

the prophet Joel: 

17 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

    and your young men shall see visions, 
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    and your old men shall dream dreams; 

18 even on my male servants and female servants 

    in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 

19 And I will show wonders in the heavens above 

    and signs on the earth below, 

    blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 

20 the sun shall be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood, 

    before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 

21 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty 

works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 23 

this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and 

killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was 

not possible for him to be held by it. 25 For David says concerning him, 

“‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

    for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 

26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

    my flesh also will dwell in hope. 

27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

    or let your Holy One see corruption. 

28 You have made known to me the paths of life; 

    you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

29 “Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was 

buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had 

sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 31 he foresaw and 

spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see 

corruption. 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the 

right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured 
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out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but 

he himself says, 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

“Sit at my right hand, 

35     until I make your enemies your footstool.”’ 

36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, 

this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 

“Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in 

the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom 

the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to 

exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his 

word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls. 

The Fellowship of the Believers 

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done 

through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they 

were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 

And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their 

food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the 

Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Gospel Identity 

 
• Ask God to deepen your devotional life. Pray that God would meet you in your daily prayer 

and speak to you through his Word. 

• Pray that God would help you to be prayerful and attentive to him throughout your day, 

paying attention to his love for you and how he is sending you to love others. 

• Pray that you would experience him more fully in the liturgy of Sunday worship, the Lord’s 

Supper, and in the preaching of his Word. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
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debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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